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					October 25, 2026

Call to Worship  		
Pastor: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us
Congregation: That your way may be known on earth, your saving power  
 		  among all nations. 
Pastor: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!  
Congregation: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy		Psalm 67:1 – 4a
																													
Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 79: What is the tenth commandment?
    Answer: The tenth commandment is, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant or female servant, his ox or his donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.			Exodus 20:17

Question 80: What is required in the tenth commandment?
    Answer: The tenth commandment requires full contentment with our own condition, with a right and charitable orientation of our spirit toward our neighbor and all that is his.      				     Job 31:29; Rom. 12:15; 1 Cor. 13:4 - 7; 1 Tim. 1:5, 6:6; Heb. 13:5

[bookmark: _Hlk184792556]Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 







Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian 
denomination with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).    	      
 		 	Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org        Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
 		Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
 		www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading		Acts 1:1 - 11

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 








Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series:   Acts: The Unifying Power of the Gospel
Sermon: The Gospel Applied 
1. The Book of Acts in Context: Luke’s Continuation of the Gospel Story 
(Acts 1:1 – 5)
2. The Disciples’ Misplaced Focus (1:6 – 7)
3. The Gospel’s Unifying Power: The Commission Clarified (Acts:1 – 8) 
4. The Church’s Power: The Presence of Christ, The Power of the Spirit, 
The Testimony of the Resurrection
5. The Church’s Response: Obedience 
Sermon quotes
18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 								 		Matthew 28:18 – 20  

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. 			Galatians 3:28 – 29 

The meaning is, that there is no distinction of persons here, and therefore it is of no consequence to what nation or condition any one may belong: nor is circum-cision any more regarded than sex or civil rank. And why? Because Christ makes them all one. Whatever may have been their former differences, Christ alone is able to unite them all. 		    John Calvin, Commentary on the Epistle of Paul to the Galatians




Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, forgive us for our misplaced focus, as we often gaze into heaven for answers instead of looking outward. We confess our failure to obey your commission to be witnesses to all nations, and we repent of allowing barriers to divide us. 

Father, help us submit to your authority. Lord Jesus, unite us under your headship. Holy Spirit, empower us to be witnesses to the ends of the earth as we faithfully obey and share your unifying gospel. Amen

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.    						     2 Corinthians 5:17 – 21 
Remembering Jesus with Bread and Cup: The Lord’s Supper
Jesus gave us this meal to help us remember his sacrifice. It is a spiritual feast that nourishes our souls, confirms his promises to us, and unites us with him and one another.

Who Should Partake? We invite all baptized believers who trust in Jesus and are living in repentance to eat and drink with us. If you have not yet professed faith in Jesus Christ, or if you are holding onto unrepentant sin, please abstain from the elements and use this time for prayer instead. 

(Juice is on the outer rings. Wine is on the inner rings. Gluten-free wafers are in 
the small cups.)

Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   
 										Hebrews 13:20 – 21
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· QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas.
· Sunday School, 9:30-10:10am. We have classes for all ages, infants through adults.
· Check out our renewed website!    www.gracehillnc.org	
· OCIM food drive runs through November 15. There’s a table in the foyer for your donations. Pick up a flyer with a list of recommended items.
· Communicant’s Class: Starting today, for children ready to make a public profession of faith and become full-communicant members at Grace Hill. The class meets on four consecutive Sundays from 12:00-12:30pm. 
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving




The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, 
Who Is the Bread of Life, to Be Transformed by His Grace, 
Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.
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