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				August 2, 2026
(During the prelude, the first song at 10:00 am, please use the music to prepare your hearts for worship.)

Call to Worship  		
Pastor: The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
Congregation: The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Pastor: For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;		
Congregation: He will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
  					  he will lift me high upon a rock.												Psalm 27:1, 5

Expressing Our Love and Praise: Worship in Song 			

Declaring What We Believe: The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Question 73: What is the eighth commandment?
 	Answer: The eighth commandment is, “You shall not steal.”								Exodus 20:15

Question 74: What is required in the eighth commandment?
 	Answer: The eighth commandment requires that we lawfully procure and further the wealth and outward estate of ourselves and others.	 	
 															Gen. 30:30, 47:14, 20; Ex. 23:4-5 ; Lev. 25:35; Deut. 22:1-5; 1 Tim. 5:8 

Welcoming Each Other 

Giving Worship to God: Offering 

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Hearing God’s Word: Scripture Reading	     								Judges 9:1 – 21, 50 – 57	
		
The Mission of Grace Hill Is to Gather People to the Table of Christ, Who Is the Bread of Life,
to Be Transformed by His Grace, Renewed in His Truth, and Sent on His Mission.


1 Now Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother’s relatives and said to them and to the whole clan of his mother’s family, 2 “Say in the ears of all the leaders of Shechem, ‘Which is better for you, that all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, or that one rule over you?’ Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.” 
3 And his mother’s relatives spoke all these words on his behalf in the ears of all the leaders of Shechem, and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, “He is our brother.” 4 And they gave him seventy pieces of silver out of the house of Baal-berith with which Abimelech hired worthless and reckless fellows, who followed him. 5 And he went to his father’s house at Ophrah and killed his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone. But Jotham the youngest son of Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself. 6 And all the leaders of Shechem came together, and all Beth-millo, and they went and made Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar at Shechem. 
7 When it was told to Jotham, he went and stood on top of Mount Gerizim and cried aloud and said to them, “Listen to me, you leaders of Shechem, that God may listen to you. 8 The trees once went out to anoint a king over them, and they said to the olive tree, ‘Reign over us.’ 9 But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my abundance, by which gods and men are honored, and go hold sway over the trees?’ 10 And the trees said to the fig tree, ‘You come and reign over us.’ 11 But the fig tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave my sweetness and my good fruit and go hold sway over the trees?’ 12 And the trees said to the vine, ‘You come and reign over us.’ 13 But the vine said to them, ‘Shall I leave my wine that cheers God and men and go hold sway over the trees?’ 14 Then all the trees said to the bramble, ‘You come and reign over us.’ 15 And the bramble said to the trees, ‘If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, then come and take refuge in my shade, but if not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the cedars of Lebanon.’ 
16 “Now therefore, if you acted in good faith and integrity when you made Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house and have done to him as his deeds deserved— 17 for my father fought for you and risked his life and delivered you from the hand of Midian, 18 and you have risen up against my father’s house this day and have killed his sons, seventy men on one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his female servant, king over the leaders of Shechem, because he is your relative— 19 if you then have acted in good faith and integrity with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you. 20 But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech and devour the leaders of Shechem and Beth-millo; and let fire come out from the leaders of Shechem and from Beth-millo and devour Abimelech.” 21 And Jotham ran away and fled and went to Beer and lived there, because of Abimelech his brother.

50 Then Abimelech went to Thebez and encamped against Thebez and captured it. 51 But there was a strong tower within the city, and all the men and women and all the leaders of the city fled to it and shut themselves in, and they went up to the roof of the tower. 52 And Abimelech came to the tower and fought against it and drew near to the door of the tower to burn it with fire. 53 And a certain woman threw an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head and crushed his skull. 54 Then he called quickly to the young man his armor-bearer and said to him, “Draw your sword and kill me, lest they say of me, ‘A woman killed him.’ ” And his young man thrust him through, and he died. 55 And when the men of Israel saw that Abimelech was dead, everyone departed to his home. 56 Thus God returned the evil of Abimelech, which he committed against his father in killing his seventy brothers. 57 And God also made all the evil of the men of Shechem return on their heads, and upon them came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.









Understanding God’s Word and Our Lives  
Series: Covenant Faithfulness: The Book of Judges
Sermon: The Fragility of Power Grasped, Not Given
1. The Bramble King’s Ambition: The Evil of Grasping for Power (9:1 – 6)
2. The Believer’s Witness: Faithfully Waiting on God (9:7 – 21)
3. The Bramble King’s End: God’s Inevitable Retribution (9:50 – 57)
Sermon quotes
7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. 																		Galatians 6:7 – 8 

The wicked may think they have built a fortress that cannot be shaken...But when God sits in judgment, He needs no thunderbolts from heaven to bring them down; He simply lets their own evil return upon their heads until the very foundation they built upon devours them. 
 																								John Calvin, Sermons on Deuteronomy


Recognizing Our Brokenness: Confession of Sin 	

Public Prayer
Our Father, we confess our tendency to grasp for power rather than patiently wait on your calling. Like the worthless bramble, we seek our own glory, making unholy compromises and stepping on others to elevate ourselves. Forgive our selfish ambition and pride.

Father, teach us to rest in your sovereign justice. Lord Jesus, conform our hearts to your selfless service. Holy Spirit, grant us the patience to trust your timing instead of seizing control or seeking vengeance. Amen.

Private Reflection

The Grace and Forgiveness of Christ 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.				Colossians 1:13 - 14 

Responding to the Lord with Worship	
(During the final song, please respond to the Lord with your worship, love, devotion, and mission.)

Taking hold of the Good Word: Benediction (“the good word”)
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.   												Hebrews 13:20 – 21
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· QR Link: Please share your prayer requests, needs, feedback, new ideas, etc.   
· Schedule Change! Starting August 16, we will resume Sunday School classes at 9:30am. Worship service will start at 10:30am. 
· Mission trip presentation: Sunday, August 9, following the service (Reece Fernandez)
· Church Work Day: Saturday, August 15, 8am-noon: Join us as we work on cleaning up and improving our church grounds. Contact a deacon for more information.
· Summer Scripture Memory Challenge for all ages. Ring of verses available in the lobby.
· Summer Lunch Bunch, Friday, August 14, 10am-12:30pm, Burlington Splash Pad (Burlington)  
· Worship in Offering. Bank BillPay system, physical check, gracehillnc.churchcenter.com/giving
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Grace Hill is affiliated with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, a Presbyterian denomination 
with a rich history of living in Christ’s grace and truth (John 1.14–18).
Pastor Aaron Carr, aaron@gracehillnc.org,         Deacons: 919 582 7600. 
Worship Music Director: Abby Hummel, abby@gracehillnc.org.  Children’s Ministry Director: Kristen Carter, kristen@gracehillnc.org. Communications Coordinator: Mary Erickson, tworstaggering@yahoo.com.  
Church address: 515 Meadowlands Drive, Suite 500, Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278 
www.gracehillnc.org; Facebook: Grace Hill Church; X: @gracehillchurch; Instagram: gracehillnc	
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