Following is a statement from Tracy Schmaler, Justice Department spokeswoman, reacting to Virginia’s announcement (Feb. 3, 2011):
Statement - 
 
"The Department continues to believe this case should follow the ordinary course of allowing the court of appeals to hear it first so the issues and arguments concerning the Affordable Care Act can be fully developed before the Supreme Court decides whether to consider it.  Virginia’s suit is based on a state statute that is not applicable nationwide.  
 
"This case is one of two that are already scheduled for argument in the Fourth Circuit this May, so going through the usual process would make little difference in timing as to when the Supreme Court could hear it, while allowing the appellate court to thoroughly evaluate the issues.  As Judge Hudson noted in denying an injunction, the individual responsibility provision does not go into effect until 2014, so there is more than sufficient time for this case to proceed first in the court of appeals."
