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I arrived in Athens with a body of work behind me and a set of questions already in motion. My PhD research is
grounded in archival investigations of Kommune 1 in Berlin (an anarchist dwelling from 1966), approached as a
spatial practice that emerged from the New Left and tested ways of living, organizing, and acting together with
limited means. Over time, this work has developed into what I call Kommune3000, an analytical apparatus that
allows me to think across ideology, space, and everyday practice while holding their tensions open. The month at
the Danish Institute in Athens marked a decisive shift. For the first time, this apparatus encountered a place that
was present, unfolding, and saturated with competing forces.

Exarchia entered the work through daily movement. I walked through it, lingered, returned, and took detours.
Conversations accumulated alongside repeated routes. What had previously existed as an idea shaped by media
images and political imaginaries materialized into a dense field of contradictions. In my notebook, this density
condensed into short sentences and fragments: experimental film screenings announced next to political slogans,
independent publishers sharing the street with vintage stores selling expensive designer shoes, vegan souvlaki
shops surrounded by improvised urban furniture, anti-Zionist graffiti, Carhartt jeans and black Adidas tracksuits,
Dr. Martens, sugar-free Club Mate. None of these elements stood alone. Together, they formed a field in which
political language, lifestyle, resistance, and consumption circulated through the same spatial channels.

Capitalism appeared here as an organizing force. Exarchia unfolded as a phenomenon constituted through
ongoing entanglements between bodies, infrastructures, representations, and my own presence as a research-
er.! What became increasingly apparent was the pace at which difference was processed. Erasmus students,
tourism, police violence, cultural production, clean-up campaigns, and gentrification overlapped and reinforced
one another. Critique circulated alongside these processes, re-signaled and often monetized. Contemporary de-
scriptions of capitalism as Exocapitalism - an expansive system operating independently of use or social need
helped articulate why Exarchia felt exposed to rapid capture.?

My movements through Athens extended beyond Exarchia. Riding a scooter through suburbia made another
spatial condition visible: landscapes of half-built and unfinished houses, concrete frames without windows, stair-
cases leading nowhere. Many of these structures date back to the period following the financial crisis. They
stand intact and suspended, held in place by
ownership structures and financial expec-
tations. I photographed these houses repeat-
edly. The images show repetition rather than
exception. Housing here functions as asset and
collateral, accumulating value through sus-
pension. This condition is widely discussed in
analyses of housing as investment in Greece,
where vacancy and incompletion operate
as financial strategies embedded in broader
regimes of assetization.?

1 Karen Barad develops the concept of phenomenon
to describe how entities do not preexist their relations
but emerge through material-discursive intra-actions.
Applied here, Exarchia is understood as a phenome-
non constituted through spatial practices, representa-
tions, infrastructures, and the situated presence of the
researcher, rather than as a bounded object of study.
(Barad, Meeting the Universe Halfway, 2007).
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2 Roberto Alonso Trillo and Marek Poliks describe exocapitalism as a regime in which capital operates autonomously from social
need, labor, or use-value, circulating through algorithmic and financial infrastructures. This framework helps articulate how political
expression and difference in Exarchia are rapidly absorbed into systems of value extraction. (Alonso Trillo and Poliks, Exocapitalism,
2025).

3 Dora Siatitsa analyzes housing in Greece and Southern Europe as a financial asset rather than a social good, showing how vacancy
and incompletion function as investment strategies. Her work situates the landscape of half-built houses within broader processes of
financialization following the crisis. (Siatitsa, Housing as Investment in Greece and Southern Europe, FEPS, 2025).
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Between the accelerated saturation of Exarchia and the suspended assets of the outskirts, a third condition
emerged. One house closer to the city had been repurposed to sell sculptures, garden equipment, and decorative
objects. Its status felt provisional. It occupied a middle ground shaped by value thresholds rather than use. Empty,
saturated, and transitional spaces appeared as phases within the same spatial logic. They reminded of what
Exarchia had been and what the abandoned houses in suburbia could become. Capitalism here operates through
overlapping movements of deterritorialization and reterritorialization, dissolving existing arrangements while
stabilizing new ones.*

Returning mentally to Kommune 1, this difference in tempo became central. The communes of the late 1960s
unfolded under conditions of slower circulation, delayed media reach, and more gradual capture. In the present,
these temporal buffers have largely collapsed. Varoufakis’s description of a shift toward techno-feudalism, char-
acterized by rent extraction, platform infrastructures, and new forms of dependency, offered a way to situate this
acceleration historically.’ Exarchia appears deeply entangled within this regime.

Visits to Prosfygika and Communitism foregrounded another difficulty. Both projects are ongoing, inhabited,
and politically exposed. These encounters immediately reshaped my research posture. I chose not to take photo-
graphs or document interiors and routines. The question of how knowledge is taken, and for whom, moved to the
foreground. Researching something that is unfolding requires attentiveness to its vulnerability and its internal
logics. Critical debates around ethnography emphasize how easily research can reproduce asymmetries of power
when living practices are treated as material to be collected.® Ethical discussions of fieldwork further stress that
presence itself has consequences, particularly in contested contexts.” In this situation, respect translated into
restraint and an acceptance of partial understanding.

4 Gilles Deleuze and Feélix Guattari conceptualize deterritorialization and reterritorialization as intertwined processes through
which social and spatial orders are destabilized and reassembled. Capitalism is described as a system that accelerates these movements,
dissolving existing arrangements while continuously producing new territories. (Deleuze and Guattari, Anti-Oedipus 1972; A Thousand
Plateaus 1980).

5 Yanis Varoufakis argues that contemporary capitalism increasingly resembles a techno-feudal order, in which rent extraction,
platforms, and infrastructural power replace classical market dynamics. This framing helps situate the speed and intensity of spatial
capture observed in Exarchia within a broader historical shift. (Varoufakis, fechno-feudalism, 2021).

6 Katarina Kusi¢ critiques extractive research practices within critical ethnography, emphasizing how knowledge production can
reproduce asymmetries of power when living political practices are treated as research material. Her work supports a reflexive approach
attentive to positionality and responsibility. (Kusi¢, Fieldwork as Failure, 2020).

7 Debarati Ghosh discusses the ethical risks inherent in fieldwork, particularly in politically sensitive or vulnerable contexts,
where the presence of the researcher can have material consequences. This perspective reinforces the need for restraint and care when
engaging ongoing practices. (Ghosh, Risky Fieldwork, 2018).
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Throughout the stay, writing remained my main tool. I wrote every day, often without a clear destination. Notes,
fragments, descriptions, and hesitations accumulated. Writing functioned as a way of staying with complexity
and allowing relations to surface over time. Only after returning did it become clear that this month could form
the basis of a final chapter in my phd dissertation. It suggests a meeting point between historical work and con-
temporary encounter.

Hilde Heynen’s understanding of space as receptor, stage, and instrument has accompanied my work for some
time.® In Athens, this framework gained renewed urgency. Exarchia receives political life shaped elsewhere,
stages conflict and solidarity, and operates instrumentally by structuring access, visibility, and encounter. The
same analytical lens can be applied to Kommune 1, Christiania, and Exarchia while keeping their differences
intact. What shifts are the conditions under which these spatial practices operate.

This report gestures toward future work. The month in Athens sharpened questions rather than resolving them.
It made visible how architectural practices without power continue to exist under conditions of extreme acceler-
ation and capture. It also clarified that further engagement with places like Exarchia and hopefully Christiania
would require a methodological shift. Tobias Rees’s proposal to move beyond ethnos offers an orientation for
thinking about such a shift, pointing toward modes of inquiry that attend to changing configurations of life,
space, and knowledge without presuming stable cultural units.” Any continued work here would need to build on
presence, trust, and long-term involvement.

What remains is a repositioning. The month at the Danish Institute did not close my research. It redirected it
toward the present. Pointing towards a closing chapter that with the help of Exarchia and Athen‘s suburbia can
bring together my research around Kommune 1 and the contemporary struggle with the forces of capitalism.

8 Hilde Heynen conceptualizes space as receptor, stage, and instrument, emphasizing how spatial arrangements receive social
practices, stage interaction, and actively shape relations. This framework allows historically distinct cases to be read through a shared
spatial lens. (Heynen, Space as Receptor, Instrument or Stage, 2013).

9 Tobias Rees argues that contemporary forms of life increasingly exceed anthropological and cultural frameworks centered on
bounded communities or stable identities. In After Ethnos, he calls for modes of inquiry attentive to emergent relations between life,
technology, and knowledge, foregrounding processes over predefined cultural units. This perspective resonates with the difficulty of
engaging places like Exarchia through extractive research methods alone. (Rees, After Ethnos, 2018).

I would kindly want to thank the whole team at Det Danske Institut i Athen for this thought provoking oppor-
tunity and their kidness throughout the month that I stayed in Herefondos. Much of this work would not have
been possible without them. Tusind Tak.
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