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CAWST is a Canadian non-profit organization focused on the principle that clean water changes lives. Safe water and basic 

sanitation are fundamentals necessary to empower the world’s poorest people and break the cycle of poverty. CAWST believes 

that the place to start is to teach people the skills they need to have safe water in their homes.  

  

CAWST transfers knowledge and skills to organizations and individuals in developing countries through education, training and 

consulting services. This ever expanding network can motivate individual households to take action to meet their own water and 

sanitation needs. 

  

One of CAWST’s core strategies is to make knowledge about water common knowledge. This is achieved, in part, by 

developing and freely distributing education materials with the intent of increasing its availability to those who need it most. You 

should feel free to copy and distribute this document in any form, printed or electronic. If you wish to use any parts of this 

document in the creation of your own materials, please ensure that CAWST is properly acknowledged. Please include our 

website address: www.cawst.org.  

  

Feel free to include a link from your website to the CAWST website. Please do not host this document to download from your 

website as we will have updated versions from time to time. Please email us if you have any questions or feedback. 

  

This document is open content and licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution Works 3.0 Unported License. To view a 

copy of this license, visit: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0 

  

You are free to: 

Share – to copy, distribute and transmit this document 

Remix – to adapt this document 

  

Under the following conditions: 

Attribution. You must give credit to CAWST as the original source of the document  

  

CAWST and its directors, employees, contractors, and volunteers do not assume any responsibility for and make no warranty 

with respect to the results that may be obtained from the use of the information provided. 

 



This presentation is used with 

Lesson Plan 6: Ground Catchment 

System in the Rainwater Harvesting 

Trainer Manual.  

 

Available at 

www.cawst.org/resources 

http://www.cawst.org/resources


Ground Catchment Systems 



Learning Expectations 

1. Identify current applications in developing 

countries 

2. Illustrate the components of a ground 

catchment system.  



Typical Design Features 



Kundi – Thar Desert, India 

(Centre for Science and Environment, n.d) www.rainwaterharvesting.org 



Oorani – Mayarundi, India 

(Schwilch, n.d.) 



Paar System, India 

(Rainwaterharvesting.ord, n.d.) 



Earth Dam 



Hafirs 



Sand Dams 



Check Dams 



Rock/Concrete Check Dam - 

Mexico 


