Participatory Learning and Action Tool 				The WASH Detective
[bookmark: _Toc185053356][bookmark: _Toc226184403]Tool: The WASH Detective

What is it?
This tool helps people identify WASH issues in a household. It also helps people learn how to find out more information on why the WASH issues exist in a household.  It is designed for the Community WASH Promotion workshop; however, it can be used for any audience.

Why use it?
This tool is useful to:
· Practice identifying WASH issues in a household
· Practice asking questions to gather information on the causes of the WASH issues identified

How to use it
1. Explain to participants that they will now play the role of a Community WASH Promoter, using detective skills, to find out information about the behaviour of a household in relation to WASH. 

2. Explain to participants that they will need to use a whiteboard marker to circle things they see that will indicate a certain bad WASH practice. They will have 2 minutes to do this.

3. Handout a WASH Detective picture to groups of 2-3 participants and give them 2 minutes to do the activity.

4. Take turns to ask each group to identify clues that indicate a bad WASH practice.   
5. 
6. Explain to participants that there are many different ways to collect information, and simply observing and looking for clues is one of the ways that can help you get information.

7. Ask participants: “Now that we have all these clues, what do we do with them? What is the purpose of identifying all these clues?” It can help you focus your messaging, it can help you understand why the person is not adopting a certain behaviour, etc.

8. Explain to participants that a crucial skill of an effective Community WASH Promoter is not only the ability to identify the WASH issues in a household, but also the ability to discover the reasons why a household is not adopting better WASH behaviours.

9. Ask participants: “Why is it important to try to find out the reasons why the household is not adopting better WASH behaviour?” It is important to know the reason so that you can focus on the strategy that will be the most effective. 

10. Ask the participants to find a partner and to identify themselves as A or B.

11. Ask the participants to choose one of the WASH issues identified in the WASH Detective activity.

12. Explain to participants that person A will play the role of the CWP and person B will play the role of the member of the household in the picture.

13. Explain to participants that the person playing the CWP must try to use probing questions and find out why the other person is not adopting better WASH behaviours.  You are simply trying to understand the most you can about a certain behaviour.

14. The person playing the household member must try to improvise and give reasons why the WASH issue exists.  

15. After 3 minutes of practice ask the participants to share, as a larger group, the challenges they faced when asking the household member questions and strategies that worked to find out more information.

16. Ask the partner to switch, this time person B with play the role of CWP, and person A will play the role of a household member. Again, discuss with the larger group the challenges and strategies used to get more information
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