
HOW TO BUILD A TIPPY-TAP

Start by cleaning the  plastic container 
that will be used to contain the water.

Pass the string through the holes in 
the container and tie a loop.

With a nail, create a hole through the 
centre of a bar of soap.          

Put a string through the bar of soap 
and secure it in place with a knot.       

Use a nail to make holes in the 
container, Heat up a nail with a candle 
making sure to cover the nail with a 
cloth to prevent burns.

With the hot nail, make a hole  in the 
handle of the container. This will be 
where the water comes out.

With the hot nail, make a hole on each 
side of the container in the position 
shown. These holes will be used to 
insert the hanging string.

Obtain a strong string twice the 
length of your forearm. 

Cut the bottom part off of an empty 
plastic water bottle.

With a nail, create a hole through the 
centre of the bottom section of the 
plastic bottle.    

Attach the plastic bottle section to the 
string and soap from steps number 8. 
The plastic bottle section will protect 
the bar of soap from rain.

Attach the plastic bottle section and 
soap to the  jerry can.

Fill the jerry can with clear water. Using the string from steps 5 and 6, 
hang the jerry can to a tree or a post. 

Attach the jerry can handle to a stick 
lever that will enable you to tip the 
jerry can with your feet. Dig a a small 
soak pit with gravel or grass to collect 
the used water.
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Tie a loop in the string so you can 
easily operate the tippy tap and 
manually tip the jerry can.

Empty jerry can 
with lid

Candle Nail Piece of cloth String  
(4 meters)

Bar of soap Empty plastic 
water bottle

Knife Tree or post Stick


