
Group Brainstorm
Type: Generating Ideas, Sharing Ideas

Adapted from: 

How to Use It

What Is It? Why Use It?

Trainer Notes Variation

1.	 Divide the participants into groups and give each group a 
marker.

2.	 Give each group a large piece of flip chart paper with a 
topic or question written at the top of the page.

3.	 Ask the groups to work together to write down as many 
ideas as possible about the topic/question. Tell them how 
much time they will have (generally five-ten minutes is 
enough). 

4.	 Ask each group to present their ideas to the large group 
and discuss. 

Participants share their opinions, feelings, or ideas about a 
topic in a group.

Provides a non-threatening way to express opinions and 
feelings

Allows participants to explore new ideas

Helps trainers find out what participants already know about 
a topic

It is important to create a safe learning environment where 
people will not be judged for the ideas they write.

If participants have difficulty writing, ask them to draw 
pictures.

Unfinished Sentence: Ask the participants to write down ways 
to end a provocative sentence. For example: “One thing our 
community could do to improve WASH is…”

Picture Gallery: Instead of words, groups can draw pictures to 
represent their ideas about a topic.

Large Group Brainstorm: Instead of dividing participants into 
groups, you can ask them to share their ideas verbally with the 
whole class. You or a volunteer can record their ideas on a list 
at the front of the class.

1 of 1


