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FOREWORD

At the Future Spaces Foundation, we understand the  
value of diversity, and are always looking for new ideas  
and perspectives to expand our outlook.

We launched our first Vital Cities competitions in 2017  
as part of an effort to provide more design-focused 
responses to the issues that affect our cities. Pitched at 
architecture students of all year levels, the competitions 
asked entrants to explore ways to help ensure the city  
of the future is a vital one. 

It’s a great pleasure to present the results here 
Encompassing a heartening range of design approaches, 
these proposals represent the hard work of dozens of 
architecture students around the UK.

We look forward to running more such competitions and 
developing the series into an international one that takes  
in the views of aspiring architects around the world.

Our sincerest thanks to all the students, tutors, judges  
and collaborators involved.

 Make Charrette (cover illustration)
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Student competitions
We’ve recently focused our attention on design responses that not 
only envision aspects of the vital city but also provide a template  
for realising these. This effort started with a design charrette, held 
at Make Architects in 2017, in which participants were asked to 
design a masterplan for a city block around themes such as ‘power’ 
and ‘play’. The exercise was a useful prompt to get people thinking 
about the core principles that make a city functional and sustainable 
as well as vibrant and stimulating.

Seeking ideas beyond the professional sphere, and keen to  
hear from a younger demographic, we recently launched two  
design competitions in which we challenged architecture students 
to envision the vital city in 2030. Entrants came from five UK 
universities – University of Bath, University of Portsmouth, 
University for the Creative Arts, Birmingham City University and 
Anglia Ruskin University – and represented a range of year groups 
and levels of experience. These aspiring designers were tasked with 
envisaging specific components of place for a vital city – a town 
plan, for example, or even an individual building or network – with 
key aspects like density, health and wellbeing, connectivity and 
sustainability considered from the start.

The engagement this elicited was highly impressive – the 
students put forward imaginative, thought-provoking responses  
that reflected a broad range of approaches and ideas for the future. 
Their entries, compiled in this booklet, spark a wider conversation 
about the ways our cities could evolve and improve. Both 
competitions have broadened the Foundation’s considerations  
for a vital city and will no doubt prove valuable as we take our 
research forward.

Looking ahead
Collaboration and outreach are cornerstones to the Future Spaces 
Foundation’s success. Since our founding, we’ve partnered with 
a dozens of experts in their fields – economists, town planners, 
community workers and more – to explore ideas for progressive, 
positive urban development. We’re proud to welcome students 
into this fold, and look forward to expanding our engagement with 
universities and other educational institutions. Young minds are  
a huge asset to our work, and we hope that we in turn can benefit 
these students as they begin their careers in the built environment.

A sincere thank you to all those involved in these competitions. 
We hope this booklet prompts people to think more widely, and 
perhaps more playfully, about ways to build strong communities  
and provide first-class spaces for all.

About us
Make Architects established the Future Spaces Foundation in 2013 
to generate new thinking and research around the design of the 
spaces we inhabit.

The Foundation’s research explores how we can shape the towns 
and cities of the future, covering the socio-economic, demographic 
and technological factors that affect the way we interact and operate 
as individuals and communities. We use our findings to provide 
insights and recommendations for creating enriched, vibrant and 
diverse cities where people can live, work and move around in the 
healthiest, happiest and most sustainable way possible.

Our work
The Foundation champions the pursuit of ‘vital cities’ – model cities 
of the future that are environmentally and economically sustainable 
and incorporate smart design to enable communities to thrive.
A vital city is interconnected and dense, yet maintains a sense of 
place. It encourages health, wellbeing and social cohesion, and has a 
robust network of connections – both physical and virtual – between 
its own neighbourhoods and to other cities.

Our research to date has covered a variety of factors  
influencing vital cities, from land use to transport data. Among  
our publications are:

 A report looking beyond short-term, primarily retail-based   
 solutions to explore creative new ways of reviving the UK  
 high street.

 A report arguing in favour of dense cities rather than sprawling,  
 low-density ones that promote car use over more sustainable   
 forms of transport.

 A scorecard rating 12 cities around the world on their    
 connectivity, highlighting the unique strengths and  
 weaknesses of their transport policies and infrastructure.

A key aspect of our work is refining what a vital city might look 
like at a range of scales, from targeted buildings to holistic urban 
masterplans. Determining what features a city should strive for has 
been an exercise in in both imagination and restraint – a balance 
between utopian ideals and practical, workable solutions. 

Building on the Transport Systems Scorecard we published in 
2016, we’ve continued to emphasise the importance of connectivity 
in enabling citizens to interact, exchange and innovate effectively. Of 
course, this is just one part of the puzzle; density, sustainability and 
community are also key.

VITAL CITIES COMPETITION
Introduction

 The Future High Street: perspectives 
on living, learning and livelihoods in 
our communities

 Vital Cities not Garden Cities:  
the answer to the nation’s  
housing shortage?

 The Vital Cities: Transport Systems 
Scorecard reports on 12 cities around 
the world, highlighting how they 
respond to the various challenges 
associated with transport systems  
in urban areas.
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VITAL CITIES COMPETITION
Judges

About the panel
Our judging panel included both veteran and first-time  
Future Spaces Foundation collaborators across the architecture, 
engineering, property development and urban design sectors.
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STUDENT  
COMPETITION ONE

The first of our two competitions was defined by place.  
Here, we asked architecture students across all year levels  
at University of Bath and University of Portsmouth to choose 
a city, place it in the imagined context of the year 2030,  
and design a component of place that builds on the ideals  
of the vital city.

6FUTURE SPACES FOUNDATION

“University of Bath students have taken part in both  
of the recent Future Spaces Foundation competitions, 
and on both occasions our students have really enjoyed 
the experience. The competitions were meticulously 
planned and well supported by a range of practitioners. 
They provided an excellent addition to the design 
syllabus we offer and introduced the students to the 
work of the Future Spaces Foundation, which they  
were able to use to good effect in their subsequent 
studio work.”

Alexander Wright 
Head of Architecture, 
University of Bath
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The challenge
This competition began with members of the Foundation visiting 
both universities to give lectures and tutorials on our principles and 
research. From here, students gathered into teams and were asked 
to spend the rest of the school term designing a component of place 
for a city of their choice, placing their entries in the imagined context 
of the year 2030. We encouraged them to build on the Foundation’s 
literature and data, whether that meant concentrating on a single 
element of our research or interpreting it more holistically.

The outcome
This competition elicited some innovative ideas with sound 
planning principles – several teams, for example, demonstrated  
a people-first methodology to their entries, following in the tradition 
of thinkers like Jane Jacobs and Jan Gehl. 

The most impressive entries were the ones that identified  
real-world problems and used the principles of the Foundation  
to come up with practical solutions. These teams also used their 
city’s unique locale to inform their design response – considering 
the influence of climate, topography, urban grain and culture –  
and integrated green public space and transport systems that 
prioritise pedestrians and cyclists.

The winning team, from University of Bath, tackled Sarajevo’s  
air pollution crisis – which is approaching critical levels – with  
an intelligent, beautiful intervention that employs a spine of green 
and blue infrastructure to filter pollutants. The solution is designed 
to support recreational activity, concentrate development and 
ultimately reduce the city’s growing urban sprawl. 

The judges praised this focus on densifying Sarajevo’s fabric 
and encouraging pedestrian movement, both of which will reduce 
emissions and enrich community wellbeing in the city. 

The team was awarded a prize of £1,250 at a ceremony  
at Make’s London studio in 2017.

STUDENT  
COMPETITION ONE 
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Brussels heavily invests in the public facilities in its historic 
centre. While appealing to tourists and privileged residents, 
this has the effect of marginalising the city’s underprivileged 
population, as they are segregated from many of its benefits. 

Our masterplan identifies Brussels’ canal quarter as a 
quintessential representation of its segregation and social divide. 
Using research, analysis and local insight from site visits, we have 
drawn a nuanced portrait of this central area: districts full of hope 
and dynamism; a strong space with a young population; a piece of 
town full of talent, with a canal that is perceived as a border but  
has the assets to become a strategic axis of development for the 
region. We’re confident the regeneration of the canal territory  
would provide a significant opportunity for Brussels to become  
a more inclusive city.

Finding a way to utilise this lost industrial land, promote 
inclusivity, and facilitate cultural exchange between the historic 
centre and the rest of the city is a challenge. Our solution is to  
create an additional centre along the canal stretch that establishes  
a common ground for all communities. 

With the canal’s strategic location between a variety of 
neighbourhoods and Brussels’ historic core, there is great  
potential for an urban recomposition that improves the integration 
of economic, property, social, environmental and cultural dynamics. 
By turning this physical and mental barrier into a place of 
inclusivity and positivity, we can rediscover the importance of the 
waterway and redesign it for the city’s current and future needs. 

BRUSSELS
A reimagined canal quarter

l o c a t io n 
Brussels, Belgium

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Bath

e n t r a n t s 
Chen He, Khoo Lee Hui, 
Andreas Panagiotou,  
Hai Wang,Shijian Zheng
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Situated on the south-east coast of Cyprus, Lanarka is 
profoundly affected by climate change. With severe flash 
flooding in the winter and parching droughts in the  
summer, it is a city at the mercy of its extreme climate.

Our Ydropolis masterplan uses water as a tool for combating  
many of the issues facing the city, harnessing Larnaka’s plentiful  
yet ignored resources by saturating the city via underground 
seasonal water storage infrastructure and solar desalination. 

Our design sees excess stormwater from the surrounding 
mountains directed and retained under the city for use during  
the summer. This subterranean system sprouts new growth  
above ground, densifying the vast urban sprawl, creating green areas  
and routes to the coast, and culminating in floodable public plazas. 

Simultaneously, saltwater is brought inland via a series of 
channels and then desalinated within repurposed oil silos that 
harness Larnaka’s harsh solar conditions. The two water bodies 
meet in the extensively reimagined industrially ravaged coastline, 
which has been cleaved from the city for over 80 years by a now-
redundant oil industry. The aim is to see the city and sea reunited 
once again.

By addressing water management at a macro and micro  
scale, the Ydropolis masterplan aims to retain not only water  
but also young people and tourists. Harnessing Larnaka’s  
untapped resources will create new community hearts, including 
a research district that specialises in the effects of climate change 
and a living coastline. In doing so, Larnaka will be reinstated as a 
thriving eco-tourist destination and a testbed for the problems  
faced by many cities in the future.

LARNAKA
Harnessing Cyprus’s 
untapped resources

l o c a t io n 
Lanarka, Cyprus

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Bath

e n t r a n t s 
Frederica Bond, Tom Boshell, 
Marialena Byrou, Emma Hugh, 
Hannah Richmond
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Leipzig is a small neighbour to Berlin, with a population  
of about 560,000. Historically, its significance has reached 
far beyond its borders, as a major European centre of trade. 
However, under the East German GDR regime and following 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, Leipzig’s population rapidly 
decreased, leaving a sprawling, underpopulated city. 

Leipzig is now ‘on the up’ – the only city in Germany to have  
an increasing population, in fact. Unfortunately, city authorities 
lack the infrastructure and services to support this new population. 
Taking this into consideration, we have developed a masterplan  
that includes a ‘shopping list’ of all that the city requires by 2030. 

The historic city centre is isolated and surrounded by a large 
inner city ring road. Removing this impediment and replacing  
the inhospitable infrastructure with a new urban forest of linden 
trees formed the starting point of our proposal.

Along with this reinvigorated ring road, the citywide  
proposal has two other key elements: ‘stitching strands’ that  
connect communities, and two redeveloped train siding sites. 

The reinvigorated ring road becomes a pedestrian-focused  
space, with stitching strands originating from it and becoming  
new green links that contain the distributed items on the ‘shopping 
list’. These strands are activated by footfall and cyclists, and 
feature an improved tram network originating from periphery  
park-and-ride schemes. 

Installing the new ring road and stitching strands provides  
an opportunity to connect the entire city via one holistic system,  
with the ring road a central distribution point for transport,  
district heating, waste, water and digital infrastructure. 

LEIPZIG
A city on the up

l o c a t io n 
Leipzig, Germany

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Bath

e n t r a n t s 
Lydia Hair, Jess Lydiate, 
George Oliver, James Smith, 
Gabbi Ziliute
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Key
 Energy centre
 Opera house
 Individual sites
 Sports/leisure
 Transport
 Follies/cafes

 Commercial
 Nurseries
 Mixed use
 Housing
 Existing
 Self-build housing

Our proposal seeks to reconnect the Tallinn with  
the forest and the sea, two elements the city lost after 
intense industrialisation during Estonia’s long history  
of occupation by Imperial Russia and the Soviet Union.

The masterplan aims to:
 Connect cut-off areas of green space to the city centre  

 in a continuous network of green infrastructure.
 Improve connections to make the seafront accessible.
 Create an attractive, vital city centre to reverse the pattern   

 of urban sprawl.
 Improve public transport by introducing a new tram network   

 that reduces reliance on the car.
 Redirect traffic to reduce city centre congestion.
 Reuse brownfield land and renovate derelict buildings.
 Establish new fully sustainable energy infrastructure in   

 accordance with targets to be carbon-neutral by 2050.

The masterplan sits in a large area of derelict industrial land left 
over from Soviet rule. The proposal fills this ‘non-space’ with a  
ring of traditional Estonian landscape that incorporates a tram 
network, pedestrian pathways, cycle/ski routes, dense housing, 
mixed use developments around edges and built-up areas, a  
district heating/cooling system, shared electricity from offshore 
wind and PVs stored in power walls, a sustainable urban drainage 
system, and a green network of biodiversity across the city.

Housing is an important element of the masterplan, providing 
attractive environments around the ring that facilitate both ‘forest 
living’ and ‘sea living.’ Integrated with the SUDS and district heating 
network, the housing is carbon-neutral, with dense housing broken 
into stepped forms to provide required external balcony space.

By making the landscape walkable and integrating it with the 
transport system via tram stops every 400m, car use is discouraged.

The ring of trees and landscape form a new space for wildlife  
and biodiversity, while new green corridors across the city connect 
to existing major green space via derelict rail lines. The landscape  
of the masterplan is designed to be inclusive – accessible by those  
of all levels of mobility throughout the year and in different  
weather conditions.

Key areas of ramped access easily connect the sea and the old 
town to the masterplan. The path network incorporates different 
modes of transport, including a cycle and ski path, with shared 
surfaces that give pedestrians priority over drivers.

TALLINN
A continuous network  
of green infrastructure
l o c a t io n 
Tallinn, Estonia

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Bath

e n t r a n t s 
Yizhou Jiang, Adam Park, 
Molly Price, Grace Reid,  
Tom Roberts,  
Anna-Lisbeth Shackcloth  
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This proposal aims to address some of the issues facing 
Worthing, the largest ward in Adur & Worthing. Its 
population is 9,800, with a high density and large population 
of residents who identify as ‘White: White Other’.

The most deprived ward in its borough, Worthing is the fourth-
most deprived ward in West Sussex. Life expectancy here is the 
lowest in the borough, as is GCSE achievement. Worthing has 
the highest rate of benefit claimants and fuel poverty in Adur & 
Worthing, with the latter affecting more than 15% of properties  
in some areas. Crime and anti-social behaviour are key issues.

This proposal is based on the idea that fixing core urban issues 
starts with ensuring people love the place they live and feel like  
it belongs to them. It proposes a programme for living walls that  
would give local residents a beautiful green vista to enjoy and  
even nurture themselves. The walls take the form of plywood 
boards, made from recycled materials, slotted into metal frames 
attached to building facades. These could be filled with a variety  
of low-growing succulents that require little care to flourish. 

WORTHING #2
Revitalising Worthing 
with greenery

l o c a t io n 
Worthing, England

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Portsmouth

e n t r a n t s 
Shuxiao Zheng

Situated in Sussex, along the south coast of England, 
Worthing is a classic British seaside town. The site  
I’ve chosen to address, Teville Gate, was once a  
vibrant shopping parade that led pedestrians from  
the train station to the seafront, but it now stands  
as a partially used car park and derelict office block 
screaming for attention.

The site is an ideal location for exploring the attractions 
Worthing has to offer, with an opportunity to connect the  
nearby train station to the beach. Local residents know the  
site has good accessibility; however, tourists avoid walking  
through it, as it looks unsafe.

My proposal aims to provide the community with an 
environment that encourages passers-by to slow down and 
experience being part of the community. Bringing back the  
old Teville Stream will remind people of the past and create  
a place to meet and socialise. The site itself will be unique to 
Worthing, with the layering of historic maps defining its past  
while bringing it to the present.

WORTHING #1
A re-established route 
to the seaside

l o c a t io n 
Worthing, England

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Portsmouth

e n t r a n t s 
Emily Rutherford

 Inspiration: Herzog & de Meuron 
and Ai Weiwei’s Serpentine  
Gallery 2012

 Concept: layering historic maps  
to see what unfolds, with each one  
a different material

 High density: residential impact  
on the town
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We envision this site at Berry Head as part of a larger  
scheme to rejuvenate the town of Brixham both  
economically and as a community. 

Although small, Berry Head plays a rather abstract role in 
expressing architecture’s important role as a conduit between  
the normal and metaphysical – the everyday and the spiritual.  
This concept is slowly becoming lost to the age of modernity and  
can be seen as synonymous with, though certainly not identical  
to, religious space. But while religion might ebb and flow, a place  
to dwell spiritually is still a necessity in our minds, whether it’s  
in the city or in an isolated cabin in the Black Forest. 

Our urban strategy focuses on decentralising Berry Head’s town 
centre and improving its transport infrastructure, approach into 
town and overall walkability. Under our vision, the town’s famous 
cliff remains a solitary place to relax and disconnect from the chaos 
of modern urban existence. With more and more people moving 
to urban centres, it is increasingly important to take advantage of 
beautiful locales like this, drawing on their intangible and ethereal 
qualities, which connect us to earth, sea and sky, providing clarity 
for the mind, body and soul.

BERRY HEAD
Connecting to 
sea and sky

l o c a t io n 
Brixham, England

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Portsmouth

e n t r a n t s 
Bruce Armstrong,  
Vladislav Attarian, Rheanna Clark, 
Mingming Guo, Shreya Koduru, 
Richard McManus, Zoe Reber, 
Jannis Richter, Sophie Stremel, 
Ashley Waitt

All too often the city becomes the backdrop to the rush of 
life. My proposal seeks to slow people down and encourage 
them to enjoy their journey, not just rush to the end goal. 
What if we could make residents tourists again, excited about 
the city they live and work in?

The masterplan site is based in Worthing’s Teville Gate area.  
This derelict site was initially developed from residential use  
into retail in the 1970s; the majority of the retail was demolished  
in 2006 and has since been abandoned by occupants of surrounding 
buildings. This proposal is not about changing the existing site  
but reframing the condition of the area so future development  
can take place. 

We must consider two factors to achieve this: the permanent 
and the temporary. The permanent is what already exists – the 
site’s buildings, materials, landscaping and history. The temporary 
is a proposed modular system that can fulfil the requirements of 
the space needed. The frame is designed with similar principles to 
fairground architecture – able to facilitate entirely flexible spaces 
that offer a range of functions, from retail to performance, from 
galleries to playgrounds. 

This proposal supports the need for constant modification to 
change space as needed and encourage stimulation of the brain 
every day. This will improve how people live and work within the 
city, as they will continually have to adapt the way they commute 
rather than following the same mundane path to and from work.

WORTHING #3
A framework for 
continual adaptation
l o c a t io n 
Worthing, England

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Portsmouth

e n t r a n t s 
William Thomson

 External landscaping

 Bar

 Playground – house of mirrors

 Playground – climbing

 Sheltered landscaping
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Green space
Ljubljanica 
River

Major  
ring road

Project sites

Trail of 
Remembrance

Railway line
Minor  
arterial roads

Other  
identified sites

Since gaining independence in 1991, Slovenia has sought  
to re-establish its identity and harmonise its past with its 
hopes for the future. In the short time since independence, 
the new government has navigated the country into the EU 
and NATO, started work towards its Vision for 2025, and won 
Green Capital of the Year. But this big-picture policymaking 
has come at the expense of people’s direct needs.

Politically, many coalition governments have been formed,  
some of whose leaders have suffered votes of no confidence and 
corruption scandals, resulting in a slew of anti-government  
protests across Slovenia in recent years.

In Ljubljana – the capital and heart of Slovenia – evidence of 
these attitudes is painted onto the walls of this vibrant, optimistic 
and forward-thinking city. These include declarations of anti-
austerity, anti-corruption, anti-privatisation, anti-gentrification, 
anti-capitalism and anti-communism. Contradictory, yes, but 
consistently dissident. 

With this in mind, we devised our strategy to cater to these 
uncensored sentiments. Our proposal promotes inclusion and 
equality at all levels, seeking to connect the wider city with the 
historical centre, extend and enhance green corridors, create  
greater freedom of movement, and put the focus back on to the 
residents of the city.

Our strategy:
 Improves social cohesion by defragmenting disparate

 areas of city.
 Fills empty voids in the city with community interventions 

 and amenities.
 Improves inter-country links by enhancing existing central

 station integration.
 Provides more affordable housing close to the city centre.
 Mitigates the risk of gentrification through bottom-up

 design collaboration and execution.
 Extends the city’s green reach.
 Creates new pedestrian zones that increase pedestrian mobility,  

 encourage use of public transport, reduce the use and impact of   
 vehicular access, and introduce more shared spaces.

LJUBLJANA
Inclusion and equality  
at all levels
l o c a t io n 
Ljubljana, Slovenia

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Portsmouth

e n t r a n t s 
Astha Basnet, Adam Bennett, 
James Lee, Lawrence Martin,  
Lija Puncule, Craig Snelling,  
John Swain, Lee Wakeling,  
Laura Whitney
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Transport links
The masterplan also aims to reduce the driving 
culture in Sarajevo by proposing an extensive, 
efficient public transport network in response. 
A linear tram system efficiently connects the 
inhabitants of the valley floor across the city, while 
perpendicular mini-tram links reconnect the city to 
the hillsides, with ten-minute walking radii making 
them easily accessible to residents.

Clean energy
A major contribution to Sarajevo’s pollution is 
the unregulated burning of coal in the hillside 
residences. Our proposal tackles this in the short 
term by providing residences with more efficient, 
cleaner-burning wood briquettes. Once the hillside 
residences relocate as part of a ‘help-to-move’ 
initiative, the land can be utilised as part of a wood 
pellet production system for a wood pellet district 
heating system. This energy strategy will greatly 
reduce emissions and create a cleaner city that 
utilises local renewable energy sources – an  
exemplar for the development of other cities 
throughout the country.

A dense valley floor
The existing fabric of the city is sparse, with  
urban sprawl impeding on the forested valleys of  
the hillside, creating an inefficient city that is 
gradually destroying the surrounding ecologies.  
The masterplan aims to densify the valley floor, 
creating a condensed city with lower reliance on  
cars, helping tackle the issue of pollution.

Sarajevo is the capital of a new country with a unique 
topography and rich culture. Our proposal looks to capitalise 
on its geographical position and strong relationship with the 
mountains and enhance its identity as the flagship city of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Bosnia is known for its mosaic of cultures, and as a cultural  
gem of Europe, Sarajevo epitomises this with its diverse harmony  
of cultures and religions. 

Today, Sarajevo has reached a crossroad in its development. 
Pollution levels are at a critical point and are detrimental to  
the future of the city, which is the most polluted in Europe due 
to its heavy reliance on driving and burning fossil fuels. Its green 
spaces are underutilised and disconnected from the surrounding 
landscape, with urban sprawl threatening its topographical  
identity. Cultural spaces are neglected and diminishing due  
to lack of funding and interest at government level. 

Sarajevo now has a pivotal opportunity to redefine itself as a 
clean city that celebrates its natural landscape and the meeting 
of cultures. Our masterplan aspires to create a cleaner, greener 
city by introducing a green spine that runs along the river. This 
primary element extends the river ecology into the city, supporting 
recreational activity and densifying its existing fabric.

SARAJEVO
A cleaner, greener city

l o c a t io n 
Sarajevo, Bosnia  
and Herzegovina

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Bath

e n t r a n t s 
Charlotte Backshall, Zoë Day, 
Sofie Grieg, Fraser Wallis,  
Herong Zhou

 A polluted city

 A lack of utilised space

 A depleted cultural vision

Key problems
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Celebrating Sarajevo’s culture

 Autumn: wetlands  Winter: pedestrianised boulevard

Connecting to nature

 Spring: river walk and hard edge  Summer: foraging walkways
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STUDENT  
COMPETITION TWO

This competition – open to architecture students from 
University of Bath, University of Portsmouth, University  
for the Creative Arts, Birmingham City University and  
Anglia Ruskin University – drew in a series of themes,  
from ‘breathe’ to ‘care’ to ‘energy’. We asked entrants,  
who again included students across a range of year levels, 
to design a component of place within a square kilometre 
of a vital city in 2030, using their assigned theme as a lens. 

30FUTURE SPACES FOUNDATION

“I’ve been involved with the Future Space Foundation 
for a number of years, and took part in this competition 
as both a judge and the head of a participating school 
of architecture. Our students found the competition 
fascinating and inspiring – the opportunity to work in 
Make’s studio for the day was a real thrill for them! 

I was delighted to introduce the FSF to students at 
the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn during my recent tenure 
as a visiting professor. They were studying the urban 
regeneration and renaissance of the city of Detroit, and 
were hugely inspired by the Foundation’s ethos, as well 
the information and data it makes freely available.”

Kevin Singh
Head of School, Birmingham  
School of Architecture and Design
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The challenge
This competition saw teams of students gather in Make’s London 
studio for an intense day of research and brainstorming. Following  
a presentation on some of the Future Spaces Foundation’s research 
on vital cities, each team was assigned a theme – for example, 

‘play’ or ‘relationships’ – as a springboard for redesigning a square 
kilometre of a vital city for the year 2030. They were encouraged  
to consider crucial urban components such as public transport,  
air quality, health and technology in their designs.

From here, the students had several weeks to refine their  
work before returning to the Make studio to present their proposals  
to a panel of judges that included John Prevc, vice chair of the 
Future Spaces Foundation.

The outcome
The competition was a vibrant, exciting event. The teams  
engaged enthusiastically, producing some well-reasoned responses, 
many of which envisioned space as both a physical and virtual place. 
Interestingly, many responses featured digital and social aspects, 
with a clear importance placed on apps as a means for connecting 
and organising people. Data and interactive digital media are indeed 
important considerations for the city of the future, so these were 
welcome interventions. 

The winning team, from University for the Creative Arts, 
addressed the theme of ‘anxiety’ in a creative, articulate manner, 
providing a snapshot of a city with areas to both hide from and 
confront the anxieties of urban living. The judges were impressed 
by the amount of consideration the team gave to the various causes 
and aspects of anxiety, and by their efforts to reduce it with physical 
manifestations such as water and greenery. “Their entry was well 
thought through and truly captured the essence of what a vital city 
should include,” noted John Prevc.

The team received a prize of £1,250 at a ceremony held at Make’s 
London studio in 2017.

STUDENT  
COMPETITION TWO
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BREATHE
Densifying central London

u n i v e r s i t y 
University for the Creative Arts

e n t r a n t s 
Alanoud Al-Radaideh,  
Ben Champion,  
Madalina Marinescu,  
Anastasia Neumiarzhytskaya,  
Ozan Topsogut

How can we increase the urban vitality of an already  
densely built-up environment like London’s Fitzrovia?  
What components are needed to contribute to a truly  
vital city of the future? In the words of Cedric Price,  
“Do you really need a building?”

Our project understands ‘breathing’ as the timing of 
performance: rhythms, constant ebbs and flows of urban 
functions, activities and events. Our proposal aims to  
synchronise London’s existing breathing patterns and  
densify this site by increasing the intensity of its  
programmatic occupation over the course of a whole day. 

Our spatio-temporal analysis of the existing use patterns  
in Fitzrovia identify two kinds of ‘voids’: times as well as spaces  
that are currently under-used. Most of the urban blocks in  
Fitzrovia are dominated by retail and office uses that are only  
active during normal working hours. The proposal utilises the 
existing courtyards in these blocks for programmatic activation  
in the hours between 9pm and 5am. 

This somnambulant urbanism is enabled through a set of 
minimal infrastructural components and augmentations to  
the existing urban blocks. The addition of lightweight roofing, 
furniture, light and sound systems, connections to water  
supplies, and wifi hotspots will allow for thefurther usage  
of these spaces as, at minimum, nightclubs, restaurants,  
pop-up cinemas, exhibition spaces or workshops.

 Existing condition of chosen void  Existing voids
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CARE
Improved use  
of green space

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Portsmouth

e n t r a n t s 
Anna Berkman,  
Adrian Papworth,  
Eniola Sonusi

Who in our society needs the most attention and essential 
care? What do these people look like? Where do they sleep? 
What do they need? 

By the year 2030, technology will have advanced and the wage 
gap increased, with both population growth and the average life 
expectancy continuing to rise. How can we turn these would-be 
problems into positive solutions? 

A vital city should look after its residents. With a growing and 
ageing population, we are going to need new and innovative ways  
to care for the sick, needy and elderly in our cities. The increasing 
rise in automation means unemployment is set to grow, so the social 
safety net will become more important than ever. A vital  
city should promote healthy lifestyles and be able to provide the 
medical care that its inhabitants require. 

We’ve created a multi-functional platform to bring communities 
together and turn our differences into strengths that can be 
shared and used to help one another. Members in an urban society 
can easily become disconnected and isolated, and some of those 
members get left behind altogether. Using technology and the 
cityscape around us, we’ve developed an architectural design  
and a technology-driven strategy for connecting different social 
groups together. We’ve designed community hubs and pavilion 
spaces around our site as meeting spaces for people to exchange 
their time, skills and services in a symbiotic relationship that 
benefits all. 

Our new cityscape has an improved topography and use of  
green space. By utilising extra road space and turning it into  
green corridors, we have managed to create a peaceful headspace 
in a bustling city like London. This space is for all – a space for 
homeless to sleep and connect with others, a place for the elderly 
 to sit and talk, an area for exercise and entertainment, and a  
space for local farming and organic sharing. All will contribute  
to a mentally and physically healthier society. 
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ENERGY
Radiating positive energies

u n i v e r s i t y 
Anglia Ruskin University

e n t r a n t s 
Anthony Bowe, Meghna Dora, 
Megan Pledger, Joe Wood, 
Mark Woodgate

Existing utility buildings are designed to ‘blend’ in with  
the context in which they are places – typically a green field, 
with the ‘shed’ rendered ‘green’. These, in fact, do nothing  
to camouflage themselves.

Energy production buildings should generate electrical energy 
as well as energies within the communities they serve – energy 
to energise. Kinetic, societal and psychological energies all are 
properties that contribute to getting work done; they are part of  
a cycle that energises communities along with electrical energy.

Our proposal envisions a system of recycling plants across 
London that utilise the spaces parks use to create areas where 
people can transition to and from their daily business. The  
system encourages recycling, and generates kinetic and electrical 
energy from walking and activities. In return, this energy is 
harnessed to power a community project that radiates positive 
psychological and societal energies for the people involved in  
it. Enjoying such transitional spaces contributes to wellness  
and the quality of work done.

Key
 Transport
 Education
 Worship

 Green
 Retail



4140FUTURE SPACES FOUNDATION STUDENT COMPETIT ION T WO

Exchange

Work

Commute

Live Sleep

EXCHANGE
A high-density  
building strategy

u n i v e r s i t y 
University of Bath

e n t r a n t s 
Elizabeth Dent, Rebecca Hall,  
Katie Hutchinson, Dan Miller, 
Piotr Paszkiewicz

Our Fitzrovia Exchange Model aims to address the lack  
of everyday community exchange within London by  
providing platforms for people to connect and interact 
throughout the city. 

We propose a high-density building strategy that makes use  
of vacant spaces within the city while reusing and repurposing 
existing buildings. The scheme can be broken down into three 
constituent parts: The Hive, Satellite Exchange Pavilions and 
Landscaped Routes. 

The Hive is based on a modular structural frame that can  
be inhabited and extended over time as the city densifies. Hives  
are large landmark interventions at the core of communities  
that provide event spaces, workshops and accommodation based  
on the co-living concept. 

Pavilions are smaller-scale architectural interventions located 
at various sites across the city, taking the form of exhibition spaces, 
public book exchanges, teaching spaces etc. Their design and use 
are site-specific, but follow the modular language of The Hive while 
acting as a gateway to other pavilions and hubs around the city via 
landscaped routes and walkways.

Key
 Religious buildings
 Underground stations
 Hospitals

 Education
 Park and green areas

Tree pavilion – a place to pause  
and share

Honeycomb modular system –
exploded axonometric

Honeycomb modular system –
exploded axonometric
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ORDER
Artificial intelligence 
as a public service

u n i v e r s i t y 
Birmingham City University

e n t r a n t s 
Dagmar Heiman, Juliana Lalaj,  
Rihards Saknitis,  
Alexandra Voiculescu

Order is one of the most ambiguous characteristics of human 
beings, the society and the universe. It is fundamentally 
impossible within our understanding of the physics. But we 
are still aware of such a phenomenon, so maybe order is not 
a state of reality but a perception of it.

When we look at the crown of a tree after the leaves bud in  
the spring and a lush green curtain stands before us, there is  
chaos. Each new leaf is facing a slightly different direction;  
their arrangement is perceived as beautifully random. But it’s 
not so. A set of underlying rules, principles and reactions to 
the environment have shaped the tree in its growth. This is 
incomprehensible to the human brain, but it does not mean it  
does not exist.

So perhaps the order of the 2030 city does not manifest in  
the way it is enforced. Maybe it is created with a set of quality 
principles and tools that help us comprehend massive  
amounts of information about the orderly and disorderly past  
of the human society. Artificial intelligence (AI) is just the  
kind of tool for this, with its capability to process immense  
amounts of data and create new qualitative data when presented 
with a set of principles. The use of such a tool could enhance  
people’s understanding of their behaviour in groups, for example.

Living at the advent of AI technology, today’s society expresses  
a fair amount of resentment towards such use of information.  
It is frightening, unnatural and dangerous. If AI could be  
touched, seen, heard in real time, however, we might feel better 
being affected by it. In the years to come, AI should follow the  
trends of any previous technology, becoming more available and 
used to such a level where the original designer loses ownership  
of the single design. Then the AI technology could become a  
public service – publicly owned, publicly operated.

 Model showing hubs where people 
can interact with AI, both giving and 
gaining information for the betterment 
of the city
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PLAY
Rediscovering the  
joy of play

u n i v e r s i t y 
University for the Creative Arts

e n t r a n t s 
Sam Amer, Toko Andrews, 
Morgan Hone, Chris Johnson, 
Tyler Lemmon

The concept of play is often lost in a modern world that 
places a higher demand on results than on unstructured joy. 

Adult play is associated with participation in games, which in 
turn have rules, regulations, winners and losers. This version of  
play can ebb away at participants’ feelings of joy and wellbeing,  
and is in complete contrast to how a child plays. Children play 
without structure, goals or organisation. They play for the sheer  
joy of the activity, a quality that is eroded as children grow and  
are taught that play must have boundaries. 

This project aims to break this indoctrination by using child- 
like motifs to remind adults of the joy of unstructured play and  
give users of all ages a space to frolic.

Oxford Street is one of the busiest streets in the world, a  
perfect opportunity to spread the idea of formless play to as many 
people as possible. Landscapes reminiscent of children’s drawings, 
with bold, bright colours, over-scaled architectural follies and 
simple block treescapes, look to re-educate visitors on what play  
can mean. The follies and spaces within the project are free to be 
used for a multitude of activities, be it structured artistic displays  
or spontaneous visitor-led play. Pathways that bend and swerve  
and cable cars that rise high above offer an alternative means of 
travel and an opportunity for slower movement through the site. 

Future Spaces Foundation research notes that the high street  
will eventually become more than a home to retail spaces. This 
project proposes turning the busiest high street in Europe into a 
home of play.
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RELATIONSHIPS
An organic process 
of activation

u n i v e r s i t y 
Birmingham City University

e n t r a n t s 
Dave Baldock, Siddharth Jain, 
Maryam Mivehchi,  
Laura-Elena Nicula, Kyle Rothery

In the future, cities will become denser to facilitate  
demands of growing populations. If current programmes of 
urban development continue, the quality of everyday social 
relationships will become increasingly limited. Denser urban 
development that takes the form of bland, neutralising 
spaces such as shopping malls and profit-driven residential 
schemes will reduce the number of spaces that facilitate 
social interaction in the fabric of the city.

‘Loose space’, a term coined by Karen A. Franck and Quentin 
Stevens, describes areas within a city that are free from over-
contrivation, thus encouraging the organic process of activation 
through social interaction and dwelling. Loose public space allows 
for slow space, where people can break from the rhythms of the  
city – where they can sit, play and interact.

As our drawing shows, triangulation within public spaces is  
based on exaggerated current social conditions, and therefore  
each zone differs. The above examples show proposed spaces near  
Goodge Street Station and Charlotte Street in London. The first 
creates a pedestrianised public space, with characteristics of the 
existing fruit market, while the latter forms a cut through an 
existing cafe – a gathering point for delivery drivers to socialise.

 Diagram to show elements of the 
city being carved out, creating more 
loose spaces within the urban fabric
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“The responses to this competition, which I helped 
judge, evoke powerful, dynamic ways of thinking about 
contemporary urban issues. They encourage us to think 
about how we can intensify our use of the city – in the 
‘ebb’ of nighttime, for example – and find new ways  
to promote novel uses of internal and external spaces.  

The students’ rich and powerful range of responses 
include some beautiful imagery and practical ideas  
to renew the vitality of cities and the ways we think 
about them.”

Lee Mallett
Director, Urbik
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We have formed an architectural tectonic that corresponds to 
or triggers the identified city anxieties, creating a zen-like garden 
where individual elements of the design combine to create a vital 
episodic street that elevates awareness of anxiety, bridging the 
disconnect between society and mental health. 

The intention of the proposal is that it can be replicated and 
embedded at all scales and vertical levels throughout any part of a 
city where it is required, bringing much-needed vital connections 
into everyday lives.

ANXIETY
Establishing
vital connections

u n i v e r s i t y 
University for the Creative Arts

e n t r a n t s 
Kate Bailey, Pacha Brady,  
Oliver Hill, Ben Ravensdale,  
Jamie Wilkes

The UK population has been growing on average by 
0.6% each year; it is projected that by 2030 London will 
reach 10,890,000 people, further densifying the city. 
Accommodating an increasing population in higher-density 
urban environments offers the opportunity to intensify 
connections with nature. This, linked with the theme of 
anxiety and contemporary research that explores the 
connections between nature and people’s psychological 
state, creates the basis for our proposal. 

Anxiety is characterised by a state of inner turmoil – subjectively 
unpleasant feelings of dread over anticipated events. It is not the 
same as fear, which is a response to a real or perceived immediate 
threat. Anxiety can come in many different forms and be provoked 
by various contrasting conditions. 

We envision our proposal as a physical representation of exposure 
therapy, where people are encouraged to engage with architecture in 
the hope that it will help alleviate city-induced anxiety. Our initial 
approach was to identify the key anxieties of our site in central 
London. We discovered that these manifested in ten main forms: 
crowded spaces, heights, noises, darkness, lost spaces, open spaces, 
small spaces, performances, touchings and street crossings. 
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MAKE CHARRETTE

The charrette that kicked off our competition series  
was an enjoyable afternoon that saw architects as well  
as members of Make’s Core staff (including employees  
from the document management, communications and 
model-making teams) bounce ideas off one another  
and strive to think beyond the normal parameters of 
commercial architecture. 

Much like the second student competition, each  
team was given a theme and tasked with designing  
a city block that explored that theme within the built 
environment. The inventive responses this elicited  
considered everything from growing trend of co-living  
to the advent of drone transport. 

While produced by separate teams, these ideas  
interacted and converged remarkably well, coalescing  
to form an overall vision for a city with a variety of 
components and interventions that make it vital.  
This vision speaks to a connected city that prioritises  
flexibility, mobility, pedestrian movement, and health  
and wellbeing – all crucial aspects for cities to address.

54FUTURE SPACES FOUNDATION
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 Outdoor market

 A breathable city, responding to 
changes by inhaling and exhaling

 Buildings grow and shrink 
depending on demand

BREATHE
Complementary  
concepts
A vital city should be adaptable and respond to constant  
change. Clean air allows us to breathe safely, while space  
and relaxation allow us to stop and breathe spiritually.  
The breathing city is flexible in every direction, breathing  
in and out, up and down, catering for boom and bust,  
day and night, leisure and work.

Our proposal encompasses complementary concepts exploring 
the idea of inhaling and exhaling. Buildings can grow and shrink 
depending on demand throughout the day or over the years.

Trucks and lorries can expand when they’re full and contract 
when empty to reduce traffic and congestion. Roads and 
intersections can transform into parks and public space when not  
in use, all to effectively and intelligently utilise the precious space  
in the city.

T E A M 
James Goodfellow, Rita Martins, 
Sarah Shuttleworth,  
James Struthers, Greg Willis 
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 The public square becomes 
extruded, housing vertical connections

 Raised walkways accessed from 
existing green parks and squares

 Connections to neighbouring 
extruded places are direct and  
sail over buildings

EXCHANGE
Reclaiming  
public spaces

Cities originate from the notion of ‘exchange’. It’s time  
to ‘exchange’ certain principles to ensure the survival  
and success of our urban places. 

Urban areas flourish from areas of exchange – public squares 
where people can meet, trading can take place and relationships  
can develop. These places need to be protected, yet as we continue 
 to build within cities, the spaces between buildings become 
increasingly compressed and suffocated.

Our proposal exchanges these public areas for the buildings that 
allow green spaces to rise upwards, developing a three-dimensional 
negative of the city as a soaring elevated green plane. Connections 
are direct, the air fresh, the natural light uninterrupted. 

This is a network of nature, providing a healthy future  
for the city, with new opportunities for both personal and 
professional relationships.

T E A M 
Kunwook Kang, Gavin Mullan, 
Jason McColl, James Redman



6160FUTURE SPACES FOUNDATION MAKE CHARRET TE

 Slides for multi-level connections

 An urban jungle gym with activities 
passers-by can dip in and out of on 
their way elsewhere

 Elevated green  
spaces and climbing wall

PLAY
Enlivening the 
urban commute
The concept of play is usually contrasted against work, as if 
these are distinct spheres that require their own designated 
slots in our schedules. Keen to dismantle this dichotomy, our 
team came up with the idea of public spaces that incorporate 
play into our everyday lives – urban jungle gyms with a 
variety of activities people can casually dip in and out of.

We envision these spaces as connectors rather than destinations 
– somewhere you might spontaneously pass through on your way 
elsewhere, like the office or home. They’re free, open to the public, 
and integrated into the wider cityscape via pedestrian links that 
make them accessible from multiple points. 

The activities they contain are inspired by parkour, the urban 
training discipline that invites practitioners to navigate complex 
environments in creative ways, moving over, under or through 
obstacles instead of simply walking around them. The proposal 
includes climbing walls, multi-level slides, rope ladders, kayaks 
and more, all built into the urban landscape. We even explored the 
possibility of docking stations where people could borrow virtual 
reality headsets that let them engage in VR-accompanied journeys.

Our vision also includes elevated green spaces that evoke  
a park-like atmosphere – again, emphasising the idea of leisure –  
and provide a scenic route for passing pedestrians and cyclists.

The idea is to make getting from A to B a more exciting 
experience for city-dwellers, bringing some much-needed  
fun to the daily grind of urban commuting.

T E A M 
Emily Lauffer, Robert Lunn, 
Vivan Olawepo, Alex Stewart, 
Gabriel Tansley, Sara Veale  
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POWER
Electrical power  
as currency

Our team considered the concept of power and how it  
relates to cities and their inhabitants. Who holds the power  
in the political systems governing our cities? What power  
do individuals have to influence events where they live  
and work? Can individuals be empowered to effect change  
in the built environment?

Driven by these questions, as well as the more tangible 
interpretation of power as electrical energy, we developed the idea  
of electrical power as currency. Imagine individuals had the ability 
to ‘plug into’ the built environment, using their personal power 
supply to activate and enhance certain enterprises. This would 
increase people’s sense of personal agency and political power.

We pictured packs charged with power, which people can ‘spend’ 
by physically connecting to buildings. You could plug into a local 
café and supply power for its kitchens to increase food preparation, 
or into a community garden, adding to the plant growth. A concert 
venue could amplify sound as more audience members plugged in.  
A swimming pool could expand to fill more volume as more 
swimmers arrive and contribute to its power supply. The idea is a 
power system that encourages communities to work together on a 
local level, creating places and spaces optimised through inclusion.

T E A M 
Justin Randle, Bill Webb, 
Imogen Webb, Alistair Wood  
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RELATIONSHIPS
Encouraging interaction

Relationships in dense cities arise from social interactions 
between people. Public places are particularly fertile for 
provoking spontaneous interactions between strangers  
as well as friends, colleagues and families.

We chose to explore how different places and spaces related  
to food and its preparation, delivery and consumption within 
the urban realm could create and reinforce opportunities for 
relationships within a city.

Our proposal explores a street that is no longer a flat area 
confined to the ground plane but has become stratified upwards  
in the densified cityscape. In this vision, active frontages 
represented by shops, bars, restaurants and community hubs  
can occupy any position along the height of a building.

We have envisaged a new typology designed for a dense city:  
the urban kitchen table. It acts as communal gathering space but 
with a small footprint. It connects the amenities positioned high  
up on the building floors, is an extension of the street, and if located 
above road intersections can act as a pedestrian overpass. But  
most importantly, it is a catalyst for people coming together as  
part of their daily rituals, creating a better connected, vibrant  
and social city.

The advent of drone transport as well as the culture of co-living/
co-working in the near future will likely welcome the use of pod-like 
rooftop communal kitchens, where local residents and visitors could 
gather and prepare food communally or have their takeaway orders 
delivered to the roof via drones.

T E A M 
Sam Clagett, Grigor Grigorov, 
Dragan Krstevski, Jack Sargent 
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STUFF
A new vision for
sustainability
For this proposal, we defined ‘stuff’ as people’s material 
possessions. We looked at a more sustainable approach  
to the end of life of stuff – whether it’s books, furniture, 
clothes or electrical appliances – on the basis of sharing: 
borrowing, exchanging, giving, selling. In this way, stuff  
can exist for a longer period of time, and the quantity  
of stuff can remain constant to some degree. 

How could we formalise or physicalise this? We needed both 
a social and a physical structure. First, we proposed an exchange 
network, a means of connecting people who shared the same 
intention. This could take on numerous forms: social media, free 
subscription to an app, email notifications, an electronic or smart 
membership card. Then we devised a physical manifestation of  
the network. So much of our time in London is spent commuting;  
we are in and out of Tube stations, searching for train platforms  
and waiting at bus stops. Why not use transport interchanges as  
a means of sending or receiving our stuff? 

From here we developed the idea of ports that take the form 
of combination of a postbox and a Santander cycle hire stand and 
can be used to deposit or collect the stuff. Finally, we figured that 
the quickest way to travel was by flight – specifically, drones, with 
catchment areas based on short distances of travel defined and 
mapped out throughout London. 

This alternative to traditional forms of recycling envisages  
a more environmentally friendly and economical way forward –  
a collaborative consumerism. We start by exchanging our stuff  
with others, and perhaps in the future we can better exchange 
services, talent and ideas.

T E A M 
Regine Kandan, Richard 
Meddings, Rashmeeta Matharu, 
Sanaa Shaikh
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We were delighted to receive such a wide range of  
student responses to two quite similar briefs. Some teams 
took a grounded, realistic approach, applying established 
design principles in a best-practice way, while others were 
inventive, envisioning how different both design tools and 
the urban environment could be in ten years’ time. An 
underlying concern for the human condition unites all their 
entries – a collective desire to improve the lives of those who 
inhabit cities, now and in the future, and not simply through 
the expression of an architectural style.

These students have understood that at the heart of successful 
communities is the effortless, democratic exchange of information 
between people. The digital landscape has become an intrinsic 
part of how we read the physical landscape, with smart phones 
increasingly harnessed to map space and influence movement. 
We were pleased to see the students illustrate how this changing 
relationship with technology can be used to create physical urban 
legacies that promote positive, progressive interactions.

We were also pleased to see how frequently green and blue 
infrastructure informed the proposals, with green routes, canals, 
seasonal water storage and accessible seafronts all forming 
strategies for improvement in certain cities.

As the Future Spaces Foundation moves forward, we want to 
make sure people remain excited about where our cities are going. 
It’s important we don’t allow emerging trends like the digital 
landscape to become rote or predictable in their application. 
Likewise, we’re keen to ensure the growing emphasis on verticality 
– in which movement becomes more three-dimensional and the 
vertical plane is harnessed as aviable asset for what are traditionally 
ground floor offers – doesn’t simply create rat runs in the sky, but 
instead aids wayfinding and supports engagement with nearby 
facades. In both these situations, connections are key: how can we 
improve people’s interactions with fellow urban dwellers and their 
overall experience of the city?

Running these competitions has been an amazing learning 
experience for the Foundation – a valuable chance to share our 
own knowledge and hear new ways of thinking from others. We’ve 
received some excellent feedback from the students and tutors who 
participated, and are delighted to hear it’s been a positive experience 
for them as well.

A sincere thank you to all of those who took part in this initiative 
and made it possible. We look forward to expanding the competition 
series and taking in an even wider breadth of ideas in the future.

MAKING PLACES 
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Evolving and improving our cities
In this booklet, the Future Spaces Foundation showcases entries  
from its first round of Vital Cities competitions, which challenged 
architecture students at five UK universities to envision the core  
principles of the vital city in 2030. The design proposals enclosed  
address a range of urban issues, from air pollution to gentrification,  
and offer imaginative ideas for ensuring the cities of the future are  
vibrant, functional, sustainable places to live.


