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Emerald Ash Borer: 
Raising Awareness in  

Northwestern Ontario 

Shelley Vescio – EAB Task Force for NWO 



• Formed in 2011 
• Members: 

– Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) 
– OMNR, City of Thunder Bay, Independent FN Alliance, 

Treaty 9 
– OFAH, Master Gardeners, Lakehead U, Confederation 

College, Invasive  Species Centre, community members 
• To provide a coordinated regional approach to 

preventing the arrival and spread of EAB in NWO 
 

 

Emerald Ash Borer Task Force - 
Northwestern Ontario 



 

To prevent the introduction of Emerald Ash Borer into 
Northwestern Ontario 
 
If introduced, to slow the spread of Emerald Ash Borer 
in all  Northwestern Ontario forests, including the 
urban trees in our communities. 

Emerald Ash Borer Task Force - 
Northwestern Ontario 

Goal 



Building Awareness of Threat of EAB 



 

EAB Display Events 

Lake Superior Days 
Hymers Fall Fair 



 

Provincial 
 Parks 

EAB Display Events 

NO First Nations  
Environmental Conference 



 

EAB Awareness Day 

EAB Display Events 



 

CFIA Materials 
Mailed to Stakeholders 



 

Northern Ontario Municipal Association 
36 Member Municipalities  



 

Northwestern Ontario First Nations 
and Metis Councils  

• Union of Ontario Indians  
• Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN) -Treaty 9 
• Grand Council Treaty 3 
• Red Sky Metis Nation 
• Thunder Bay Métis Council 
• Atikokan & Surrounding Area Interim Métis Council 
• Kenora Métis Council 
• Northwest Métis Nation of Ontario Council 
• Sunset County Métis Council 



2013 EAB Awareness Campaign 

• $25,000 from Invasive Species Centre 
• Ads in media outlets (including newspapers, radio 

and websites) for municipalities and First Nations 
across Northwestern Ontario 

• Numerous articles in magazines and newspapers 



 

‘Don’t Move Firewood’ Billboards 

Dawson Road 



 

Pigeon River Border Crossing 



Fort Frances Rainy River 

Ontario Youth Rangers 



 

Lake Superior 
Provincial Park 

Peterborough, ON 



 

2014 EAB Ribbon Campaign 

• Funded by the MNR 
• $2200 
• 3 templates and 18 rolls 

of tape (500’ ea) 
• 3 messages 
• Bug costume 
• www.invasiveinsects.ca 
• Bar code 



 

2014 EAB Ribbon Campaign 

Fight EAB! 



 

2014 EAB Ribbon Campaign 







www.thunderbay.ca/eab 
www.dontmovefirewood.ca 



 

http://www.nmai.si.edu/environment/akwesasne/Strategies.aspx 



Early Detection 



 

Training for  
Early Detection Branch Sampling Technique 

2011 2012 



 

2012 

Training for  
Early Detection Branch Sampling Technique 



 

Branch Sampling in 2011 and 2013  



Prism Trapping 
In Thunder Bay and Region 



Location CFIA MNR City TBay 
  Atikokan  3     
  Barwick  1     
  Dryden  1 2   
  Emo  1     
  Fort Frances  3 2   
  Ignace  1     
  Kenora  3 1   
  Lenore Lake  1     
  Nestor Falls  1     
  Nipigon  1 1   
  Pigeon River  1 1   
  Quetico   1   
  Rainy River  1     
  Red Rock  1     
  Schreiber   1   
  Thunder Bay  22   48 
  Upsula  1     
  Whitefish Resort   1   
  Total 42 10 48 

- CFIA 
- MNR 
- City Of Thunder Bay 

Prism Traps  
Numbers 



Trap/Lure Distributors and Costs 

• 3 distributors in Canada 
• Synergy Semiochemicals Corp. (BC) 
• Distributions Solida (QUE) 
• Sylvar Technologies (NB) 
 

- green leaf volatile lure (3Z-hexenol) 
- pheromone lure (3Z-lactone) 



Trap and Lure Distributors 
2014 Prices 

Trap + Hook + + Pheromone 
Leaf Lure Lure 

 Synergy $26.32 $52.31 
 Solida $25.85 $51.24 
 Sylvar $49.99 

• Shipping costs  
• Discounts available for bulk orders 
• City of Thunder Bay – Sylvar Technologies 

• 50 complete traps – bulk discount to $39.99 ea 
• $235 (shipping)  
• Total = $2525  
 • Case of Tanglefoot Aerosol  Spray– 12/$165.24 



EAB Trap Survey Protocol 

• Account for costs of 
setting up, assessing 
and removal 

• CFIA protocol 
• Install traps by June 

1 and remove by 
August 31 

• Check mid-July for 
insects 



Influencing Decision Makers 
& Management 



 

2013 Meetings with  
Ontario Provincial Ministers/MPP 

Minister David  Orazietti 
Minister Michael Gravelle Hon Bill Mauro, MPP 

Invasive Species Act 



 

Passive 
• Remove and replace as 

ash trees die 
• $6.7 million (over 10 yr) 

Active 
• Treat 30% or 50% of 

eligible trees (>20cm 
dbh) 

• Remove and replace 
untreated as they die 

• $6.4 million for 30% 
• $6.1 million for 50% 

City of Thunder Bay 
- 6,500 street and park 
   ash trees 



 



Shelley Vescio 
svescio@thunderbay.ca 

(807) 625-2473 

Next  Steps? 

• Wood disposal 
• Update tree inventory 
• Wait …. 
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