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EPD: What it is and when it is needed 

• EPD: Environmental Review Process Project 

Description form

• Submitted by a Proponent (First Nation or other 

party on the First Nation’s behalf)

• EPD is required when ISC is funding a project on 

reserve:

– First Nation Infrastructure Investment Plan (FNIIP)

– First Nations and Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB) 

– Housing  

– Solid Waste 

– Contaminated Sites & Remediation 

– Infrastructure & Community Development
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Why an EPD is needed: IAA & ERP 

• EPD provides information on a project so that Environment Officers can 

determine if ISC’s Environmental Review Process (ERP) applies, and if a 

determination must be made under S.82 of the Impact Assessment Act (IAA)

• Proponent completes Sections 1 & 2 of the EPD and submits to ISC 

– Does the ERP apply? 

– Is additional environmental review required (Sections 3-5)?

• When potential adverse effects are identified, the ERP ensures that mitigation 

measures and BMPs are considered to eliminate or reduce impacts on lands, 

waters and the rights of Indigenous peoples
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Environmental Review Process (ERP):

ISC determines whether “projects” they are supporting through funding, or a 

permit/lease and carried out on federal reserve lands have the potential to 

cause significant adverse environmental effects
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Section 1: Collects information needed to determine if the Environmental 
Review Process applies to the proposed project (i.e., on federal land, physical 
work, physical activity, ISC funding/permit)

Section 2: Identifies environmental and cultural features that are present and 
potentially impacted by the project (i.e., species at risk, fish habitat, 
contaminated site, archaeological or cultural resources)

This information is collected from any resources available to the Proponent:

• Design drawings

• Background reports

• Consultant reports

• ISC records

Sections 1 & 2 of the EPD – Initial Intake

• Other agency records (MNRF, MECP, ECCC)

• Desktop mapping and records

• Community knowledge
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Sections 1 & 2
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Project Descriptor:

    - Cultural project

    - Natural resources

    - Environmental management

    - Infrastructure 

Initial state of project land:

    - Virgin land

    - Undeveloped land

    - Developed land

    - Previously burned 

‘Descriptor type’ is dependent on ‘Project descriptor’
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Key Section of the EPD: Project Description!!!

The most important section of the EPD. A detailed description saves 

review time and back and forth, allowing your project to get started sooner. 

Newly updated to prompt the information required. 
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Project Description – What we need to know

Scope of the project: Provide a description of the physical works related to 
the project including the purpose, size (footprint in m2), lifespan 

– Include condition of the land (developed/cleared or undeveloped land – factors 
into excluded projects list)

– Attach any maps, plans or figures and include site coordinates

Infrastructure needed for the project: Describe any new or existing 
permanent and temporary infrastructure required for the project 

– Example: fuel tanks, buildings, garages, sewer lines, gas lines, power lines, 
communication lines, roads, septic tanks, in-water fill, water crossings, waste 
transfer station, lagoon, etc. 
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Activities involved in the lifecycle of the project: Pre-planning, site 

preparation, construction phases, operation, and decommissioning 

– Examples: tree clearing, blasting, site grading, building construction and 

demolition, dewatering, utility connection, fuel tank installation or decommissioning, 

ongoing refueling, site re-establishment, ongoing landfill cover, long-term 

groundwater monitoring

Waste generation: Solid, liquid, gaseous or hazardous waste that is likely to 

be generated during any phase of the project and plans to manage those 

wastes

– Will construction material be removed from site? 

– Plans for managing and disposing of hazardous material                                                                       

(i.e., contaminated soil, waste oil, CFL bulbs, etc.)  

Quarry materials to be used: Describe quarry materials,                                              

locations of quarry or pit, and if material is to be borrowed                                                  

from existing or proposed quarry
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Key Section of the EPD: Site Description!
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Waterbodies / Fish Habitat – is there water nearby, or work planned in 
the water? DFO and Transport Canada review? 

Birds – are there any SAR birds, or birds nesting in the area? Can you 
avoid disturbing nests by clearing trees outside of the nesting window? 

Wildlife – are there any terrestrial SAR that may be present, or have 
habitat in an area that may be disturbed? Environment and Climate 
Change Canada (ECCC) review? 

Other – is contaminated material present? Above ground fuel storage 
tanks? Cultural or archaeological resources? Demolition near a school, 
residence or hospital? Within a protected Wildlife Area?  



Section 1 & 2 of the EPD is submitted – What next? 

Environment Officer reviews Sections 1 & 2 of the EPD and determines one of the following:

a) Not a ‘project’ – no further review or EPD required (i.e., planning or feasibility study, 

equipment purchase, salary)

b) Excluded project list is a ‘minor project’ with standard mitigation – no further review 

(Example: building construction or utility installation within set thresholds, repairs, 

maintenance to existing infrastructure, etc.)

c) Not ‘excluded’, but considered ‘very low risk’ with standard mitigation – no further 

review (Example: may not meet exclusion list criteria, but still low risk activities) 

d) Complete Sections 3-5 of EPD (environmental effects evaluation) and post project to the 

public Registry (larger projects, often involves a Consultant)
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Section 1 & 2 of the EPD is submitted – What next? 

• Environment Officer reviews the EPD and makes a decision on the 

environmental review requirements, and prepares an Environment Review 

Memo

• Environment Review Memo will summarize the ERP and lets the Proponent 

know the following information:

– If additional environmental review is required 

– General mitigation measures and BMPs

– Information required as the project progresses                                                                               

The EPD needs to be approved / signed                                                                                        

by ISC prior to starting any construction!
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Sections 3-5 of the EPD 

• If additional environmental review is required under the IAA (formerly called a 

‘Simple Environmental Review’)

• Posted to the Registry for a minimum 30-day public comment period

• Design Consultant is typically involved in these projects and completes Sections 

3-5 of the EPD

• Gathers additional information about the site, project, impacts and mitigation 

measures; may be directed by permits or approvals

• The EPD must be approved / signed by ISC prior to starting any construction

• The Environment Officer is available to help answer any questions you 

have about the ERP and EPD. Don’t hesitate to reach out!
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EPD Review Checklist

1. Is the EPD complete and includes sufficient information to understand 

the scope of the project? 

✓Section 1. Environmental Review Requirement completed: 

• Physical activities, physical works, take place on reserve land, involve ISC funding

✓Section 1.2 Project Information:

• Coordinates

• Descriptor type

• Size/footprint

• Initial state of land 

✓Section 1.3 Project Description & 1.4 Project Works:

• Scope, infrastructure and activities – detailed with all proposed works

• What pre-construction/construction/operation activities are proposed

✓Section 2 Project Site Description:

• All sections completed with information available to the community and/or Consultant 

• Environmental, or sensitive features that may be present or impacted have been identified
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2. Is it a “project”?

✓ Physical activity

✓ Physical work

✓ Federal reserve land

3. Does the Environmental Review Process apply? 

✓ Project

✓ Federal reserve land

✓ ISC funding and/or permit/lease

4. Is the project “excluded” under the Designated Classes of Projects 

Order? 

✓ Yes → no further environmental review under IAA – standard BMPs

✓ No → Environment Officer determines if an environmental effects evaluation is required 

(Sections 3-5 of EPD) and posting to the Public Registry
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EPD Review Checklist
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Thank you for attending!

Robyn Bolton

A/Sr. Environment Officer

Indigenous Services Canada

Robyn.Bolton@sac-isc.gc.ca 

mailto:robyn.Bolton@sac-isc.gc.ca
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