
Matthew Carter graduated from AUT University in 2008, with a Masters in Art & 

Design, wining the Glaister Ennor Graduate Art Award in 2009. Since graduating, 

Matthew has exhibited widely and has been a finalist in a variety of awards. Art 

writer John Hurrell recently commented (2016) on Carter’s “assured and sensual 

handling of oil paint” describing him as “obviously very gifted” and “deserving of 

wider appreciation”. Carter’s work features in many public, private and corporate 

collections across Australasia, Europe, USA and Asia, including a number of 

works in the Wallace Arts Trust, Auckland.

Matthew’s work is explores the spatio - psychology of the city - how individuals 

relate, and are related, to urban and industrial environments. Carter often 

brings together unconnected elements (buildings, figures, ornaments, 

technology) creating new and slightly off kilter spaces. This juxtaposition forges 

unusual relationships between the figure/artefact and the space it moves 

through, prompting questions and meta- narratives about ourselves and in an 

overwhelmingly complex city.

High, unfamiliar and sometimes impossible views are employed to explore the 

ever changing psychological and special shifts within high density areas. The 

work engages with elements of co-existence, harmony and tension between 

people, structure and environment and also aims to question what makes a 

place authentic or inauthentic.
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