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Chapter 1: What, Where, How and When? -v2
Source: Our Pasts – I, Class VI History (NCERT), Pages 1–10 Class: VI
1. Finding out What Happened 📜
We can find out about events at different points in time in different ways:
	Time Frame
	How We Find Out

	Yesterday
	Listen to the radio, watch television, read a newspaper

	Last year
	Ask somebody who remembers

	Long, long ago
	Study sources – manuscripts, inscriptions, archaeology


2. What Can We Know about the Past? 📜
1. What people ate, the kinds of clothes they wore, the houses in which they lived
2. The lives of hunters, herders, farmers, rulers, merchants, priests, crafts persons, artists, musicians, and scientists
3. The games children played, the stories they heard, the plays they saw, the songs they sang
3. Where Did People Live? 🌍
📌 Map 1: Physical Map of the Subcontinent (Our Pasts – I, Page 2)
	Region
	What Happened There

	Narmada valley
	People lived here for several hundred thousand years; earliest people were skilled gatherers – collected roots, fruits, and forest produce; also hunted animals

	Sulaiman and Kirthar hills (northwest)
	Some of the earliest areas where women and men first began to grow crops – wheat and barley – about 8000 years ago; people also began rearing animals like sheep, goat, and cattle; lived in villages

	Garo hills (north-east) and Vindhyas (central India)
	Other areas where agriculture developed; places where rice was first grown are to the north of the Vindhyas

	River Indus and its tributaries
	About 4700 years ago, some of the earliest cities flourished on the banks of these rivers

	Ganga valley and sea coasts
	About 2500 years ago, cities developed here

	Magadha (south of Ganga, now Bihar)
	In ancient times, its rulers were very powerful; they set up a large kingdom


🔑 Tributaries = smaller rivers that flow into a larger river 
4. Why Did People Travel? 📜
Hills, mountains, deserts, rivers, and seas made journeys dangerous at times, but never impossible.
	Reason for Travelling
	Who Travelled

	In search of livelihood
	Men and women

	To escape natural disasters like floods or droughts
	Men and women

	To conquer other lands
	Men marching in armies

	To carry valuable goods from place to place
	Merchants with caravans or ships

	To offer instruction and advice
	Religious teachers walking from village to village

	Driven by a spirit of adventure
	Some people wanting to discover new places


⚙️ All these movements of people led to the sharing of ideas between people – new ways of carving stone, composing music, and even cooking food.
5. Names of the Land 📜
	Name
	Origin

	India
	Comes from the Indus, called Sindhu in Sanskrit; Iranians and Greeks who came through the northwest about 2500 years ago called the river Hindos or Indos, and the land to the east of the river was called India

	Bharat
	Used for a group of people who lived in the northwest; mentioned in the Rigveda – the earliest composition in Sanskrit, dated to about 3500 years ago; later used for the country


6. Finding out about the Past – Sources 📜
Historians use the word source to refer to the information found from manuscripts, inscriptions, and archaeology.
6.1 Manuscripts 🔑
1. Books written by hand – the word comes from the Latin word manu, meaning hand
2. Usually written on palm leaf, or on the specially prepared bark of the birch tree (which grows in the Himalayas)
3. Over the years, many were eaten by insects or destroyed – but many survived, often preserved in temples and monasteries
4. Subjects covered: religious beliefs and practices, lives of kings, medicine, science, epics, poems, plays
5. Languages used: Sanskrit, Prakrit (used by ordinary people), and Tamil
📌 A page from a palm leaf manuscript (Our Pasts – I, Page 4) – written about a thousand years ago; palm leaves were cut into pages and tied together to make books
6.2 Inscriptions 🔑
1. Writings on relatively hard surfaces such as stone or metal
2. Two Kinds: 
a. Kings got their orders inscribed so that people could see, read, and obey them
b. Men and women (including kings and queens) recorded what they did – for example, kings kept records of victories in battle
📌 An old inscription from Kandahar, present-day Afghanistan (Our Pasts – I, Page 5) – dates to about 2250 years ago; inscribed on orders of a ruler named Ashoka; written in two different scripts and languages – Greek (top) and Aramaic (below)
6.3 Archaeology 🔑
1. People who study objects made and used in the past are called archaeologists
2. They study the remains of buildings made of stone and brick, paintings, and sculpture
3. They also excavate (dig under the surface of the earth) to find tools, weapons, pots, pans, ornaments, and coins
4. Objects made of hard, imperishable substances usually survive for a long time
5. Archaeologists also look for bones – of animals, birds, and fish – to find out what people ate
6. Plant remains survive far more rarely – if seeds of grain or pieces of wood were burnt, they survive in a charred form
📌 A pot from an old city – used about 4700 years ago (Our Pasts – I, Page 6) 📌 An old silver coin – in use from about 2500 years ago (Our Pasts – I, Page 6)
7. One Past or Many? 📜
🔑 Historians (who study written sources) and archaeologists (who study physical objects) are both students of the past – they use sources like clues. 
1. The book is titled Our Pasts – using the word "pasts" in plural because the past was different for different groups of people
2. The lives of herders or farmers were different from those of kings and queens
3. The lives of merchants were different from those of crafts persons
4. People followed different practices and customs in different parts of the country
5. Today, people living in the Andaman Islands get their own food by fishing, hunting, and collecting forest produce – while people in cities depend on others for food – such differences existed in the past too
6. We know a great deal about kings because they kept records of their victories
7. Ordinary people – hunters, fishing folk, gatherers, farmers, herders – generally did not keep records of what they did; archaeology helps us find out about their lives, but much remains unknown
8. What Do Dates Mean? 📜
	Letters
	Full Form
	Meaning

	BC
	Before Christ
	Dates before the birth of Jesus Christ; counted backwards

	AD
	Anno Domini (Latin)
	"In the year of the Lord" (i.e., Christ); dates after the birth of Christ

	CE
	Common Era
	Same as AD – used because the Christian Era is now used in most countries

	BCE
	Before Common Era
	Same as BC

	BP
	Before Present
	Another way to express dates going back from the present


1. In India, CE/BCE dating began to be used about two hundred years ago
2. In this book, dates go back from the present, using 2000 as the starting point
9. Decipherment – The Rosetta Story 📜
1. Inscriptions are written in scripts (letters or signs) and languages – both have changed over time
2. Understanding old inscriptions requires a process called decipherment
3. A famous example comes from Egypt: at Rosetta, an inscribed stone was found with inscriptions in three different languages and scripts – Greek, and two forms of Egyptian
4. Scholars who could read Greek noticed that the names of kings and queens were enclosed in a little frame called a cartouche
5. They placed Greek and Egyptian signs side by side and identified the sounds the Egyptian letters stood for
6. This allowed them to read other inscriptions as well
📌 Egyptian hieroglyphs showing names PTOLMIS and KLIOPATRA in cartouches (Our Pasts – I, Page 8)
Some Important Dates 📜
	Event
	Approximate Date

	Beginning of agriculture
	8000 years ago

	First cities on the Indus
	4700 years ago

	Cities in Ganga valley; big kingdom in Magadha
	2500 years ago

	The present
	About 2000 AD/CE


Common Confusions ⚠️
	Confusion
	Clarification

	Manuscript vs Inscription
	A manuscript is written by hand on soft material (palm leaf, birch bark). An inscription is written on a hard surface (stone or metal). Manuscripts can be destroyed; inscriptions on stone last much longer.

	BC vs BCE
	They mean exactly the same thing – Before Christ and Before Common Era. BCE is the more modern, widely used form.

	AD vs CE
	They also mean the same thing – Anno Domini and Common Era. CE is preferred today.

	Historian vs Archaeologist
	A historian studies written sources (manuscripts, inscriptions). An archaeologist studies physical objects and remains (tools, pots, buildings). Both are students of the past and use each other's findings.

	Gatherers vs Farmers
	Gatherers collected food from forests (roots, fruits, forest produce) and also hunted. Farmers grew crops. Early people along the Narmada were gatherers; people near Sulaiman-Kirthar hills became among the first farmers.


Memory Aids 💡
	What to Remember
	Mnemonic / Trick

	Three main sources for studying the past
	💡 M-I-A – Manuscripts, Inscriptions, Archaeology – like a detective's three tools

	Difference: manuscript vs inscription
	💡 Manuscript = Soft (palm leaf, bark) = Fragile. Inscription = Hard (stone, metal) = Lasting. Think: a leaf can burn, a stone cannot.

	The five letters used with dates
	💡 "Before gets B, After gets A" – BC/BCE have B for Before; AD/CE have no B – they are After. BP = Before Present, the odd one out.

	Name "India" came from Indus/Sindhu
	💡 Sindhu → Hindos → Indos → India – the name travelled just like the people did!

	Why "Pasts" is plural
	💡 A king's past and a farmer's past were completely different stories – so we need many pasts, not one.

	Historians and archaeologists as students of the past
	💡 Both are detectives of the past – they use sources like clues to solve the mystery of how people lived long ago.


Exam Corner 🎯
Directly from Our Pasts – I Exercise (Pages 9–10):
	Question
	Topic It Tests
	Reference

	Q1: Match – Narmada Valley, Magadha, Garo hills, Indus & tributaries, Ganga Valley
	Regions and their historical significance
	Page 9, Let's Recall

	Q2: One major difference between manuscripts and inscriptions
	Sources – types and differences
	Page 9, Let's Recall

	Q3: Return to Rasheeda's question – how do we know about the past?
	Sources – how historians find out
	Page 9, Let's Discuss

	Q4: List objects archaeologists may find; which could be stone?
	Archaeology – types of objects found
	Page 10, Let's Discuss

	Q5: Why did ordinary men and women not keep records?
	One past or many – ordinary vs rulers
	Page 10, Let's Discuss

	Q6: Two ways kings' lives differed from farmers'
	Comparing lives in the past
	Page 10, Let's Discuss

	Q7: Find "crafts persons" – list five crafts you know today
	Crafts and occupations
	Page 10, Let's Do

	Q8: Subjects on which books were written in the past
	Manuscripts – subjects covered
	Page 10, Let's Do


Answers to Matching Question (Q1):
	Place
	Match

	Narmada Valley
	Hunting and gathering

	Magadha
	The first big kingdom

	Garo hills
	Early agriculture

	Indus and its tributaries
	The first cities

	Ganga Valley
	Cities about 2500 years ago


Abbreviation Legend
	Abbreviation
	Full Form

	BC
	Before Christ

	AD
	Anno Domini

	CE
	Common Era

	BCE
	Before Common Era

	BP
	Before Present


Source: Our Pasts – I, Class VI History, NCERT, Chapter 1, Pages 1–10 All content verified against PDF source. Training data: NONE used. Items marked 💡 are original memory aids created by Claude – not from source.
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