Baptism Statement
The subject of baptism has been divisive throughout church history. And while there remains a substantial amount of controversy over the subject in our day, it is also worth noting that Christians who disagree over the issue of baptism are still able to find unity as believers in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Among Christians, there are two positions regarding baptism – paedobaptism (infant baptism) and credobaptism (believer’s baptism). Additionally, Christians differ on the mode of baptism, with some churches sprinkling those being baptized and other churches baptizing by immersion. With respect for our brothers and sisters who practice infant baptism and who sprinkle their baptismal candidates, we believe the weight of the biblical evidence points in a different direction – toward believer’s baptism by immersion.
Baptism in the Gospels
In the Gospels, we find four observations about baptism. First, it was designed for believers who have repented and put their faith in Jesus. John 3:22-36 contrasts the baptism of John the Baptist and the baptism of Jesus. The former was done in preparation for Jesus’ arrival and the latter is done to those who have turned to Jesus in repentance and faith. Second, according to the Matthew 28:18-20, baptism is an integral part of Christian discipleship. In other words, it is normative and expected that a disciple of Jesus will be baptized. Third, baptism is routinely done by immersion (the Greek word baptizmo means “to dip”).  Fourth, while water baptism and the work of the Spirit go hand in hand, the latter is given priority (John 3:5-8). Therefore, the work of the Spirit precedes water baptism. 
Baptism in Acts
In Acts, we find four more observations regarding baptism. 
First, baptism is one of five normative elements associated with new life in Christ:  repentance, faith, confession, reception of the Holy Spirit, and baptism. Though not explicitly stated every time someone becomes a Christian in Acts, Luke wants us to assume that all five of these elements occur in a relatively short time in the life of a new believer. 
Second, baptism is seen in the context of three parties:  God, who brings salvation, the convert who responds to the gospel, and the church, who welcomes the new believer into the family of God through baptism. 
Third, baptism is always portrayed as an immersive act.  Participants “go down into the water” and “come up out of the water”. Participants go TO the water and not the other way around. 
Fourth, while baptisms are done in households, infants are not explicitly mentioned as participants.  Rather, it is those who have heard and believed the gospel, and who have received the Holy Spirit who are baptized.
Baptism in the Epistles
In the Epistles, we find three observations concerning baptism. 
First, baptism is only extended to those who have trusted in Jesus for their salvation, have been justified by faith, have died and risen with Christ and who have received the Spirit.
Second, baptism does NOT belong to the old covenant but to the new. 
Three, baptism is NOT extended to people with the hope that they will receive the Spirit, but is instead offered to those who, in responding to the gospel, have received the Spirit. 
Conclusions for the local church 
· Who is getting baptized? Those who have made a profession of faith and have given evidence of genuine faith. 
· Who is doing the baptizing? Ideally, an ordained minister of the gospel or elder of a local church who can properly and authoritatively perform this sacred duty. At the very least, an ordained minister or elder should be present so that they can provide credible witness to the baptism. 
· When should someone be baptized? The timing of one’s baptism is very important. Immediacy can mask an insincere conversion. Delay can snuff out a new flame of faith. Once the baptismal candidate has been instructed and has shown identifiable fruit of faith, he or she is ready to be baptized. 
· Where should one be baptized? Ideally, before the watching eyes of a local church so that the church be encouraged and one being baptized can be welcomed in. 
· What elements should be involved in someone’s baptism? The one being baptized will provide a testimony of his or her salvation. Following their testimony, the candidate is baptized “in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” and immersed in water to depict their death to sin and new life in Christ. Following the baptism, it is also fitting for the congregation to welcome and celebrate their new brother or sister in Christ. 
· Where in the service should be a baptism be located? At the end, to give it its appropriate importance. 
FAQ’s
What’s baptism’s relationship with the covenants? Continuity between Israel under the Old Covenant and the church under the New Covenant does not necessitate continuity between their respective covenant signs (circumcision and baptism). Further, just because whole households were included in one covenant people (Isreal) does not mean whole households are included as part of the church under the New Covenant. The church and Israel have a strong continuity between each other within the covenant of grace, but they do not possess complete continuity to where they are one and the same. 
What’s baptism’s relationship to the Lord’s Supper? “Baptism and Lord’s Supper are normally the formal acts of being admitted to and continuing in the fellowship of the church.”  Mark Dever 
What’s baptism’s relationship to church membership? “The NT seems to assume that Christians were baptized. Therefore, it is no stretch of the imagination to conclude that members of churches were baptized. For the more modern question, ‘was baptism required for church membership?’ the answer would seem to be yes. That is, we know of no one who was claiming to be converted and yet refused baptism. Therefore, the NT believer’s relation to the local church was one who both called himself a Christian and who had been baptized. Refusing to be baptized would then call into question the claim to be living in obedience to Jesus Christ. While a local congregation will want to inquire into areas other than baptism to determine the fitness of a candidate for membership, it should not neglect this basic and simple matter of Christian obedience.” Mark Dever 
Is baptism a sacrament or ordinance? Baptism is not a sacrament in the sense that it performs the function ex opere operato.  Baptism itself does not have the power to cleanse sin, original or otherwise. Baptism is a picture of a work that has already taken place, not a work in itself. Baptism is a sacrament in that it is a visible means of communicated grace. The act itself does not impart or infuse grace to the one being baptized. So, while there is nothing inherently powerful about the baptismal waters, there is something special about them in that they are a symbol of a Christian’s experience of salvation. 
It is also an ordinance in the sense that it is something that Lord Jesus Christ has ordained for his followers to practice.  
 
For the presentation in New Members Meeting
1. Start and summarize preamble
2. Mention the biblical reasons but do not run through them. 
3. Go through the practicals 
4. Wrap up with what they can expect in their elder interview
