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Abstract
This study deals with one of the most common errors encountered in students’ writing that is the problem of subject verb disagreement in the English language. To help students avoid this specific error, this study focuses on the nature of this error. This study is divided into three chapters. Chapter One shows the problems, aims, significance and limits of the study. 
Chapter Two deals with the definition of subject and verb and focuses on the most important ways to avoid making mistakes that lead to subject-verb incompatibility. The third chapter deals with the conclusion of the study and gives suggestions and recommendations for students to help avoid this major error and write properly according to the rules of English grammar. 
  












                                Chapter One   
1.1. Introduction 
In communication, people cannot be separated from conversations where actually there is something to be implied on. The existence of Subject-verb-disagreement, however, is always needed as a tool to bond the grammatical construction of the sentence. If there is no agreement between the subject and the verb, the sentence would be confusing and hard to understand. This is because of the effect of the subject on the verb and how it changes the verb's affixes.
1.2. Problem of study
        This paper investigates the error called Subject-verb-disagreement and its effect on student writing and reading. In this paper the researcher wants to define Subject verb disagreement and mention their types and effect. The main problem this research discusses is that to define Subject-verb-disagreement and show its various types according to English grammar. 
1.3.  Significance of study
         The significance of this paper is to show the types of Subject –verb-disagreement errors and to show how they affect the students writing. It is necessary to mention that Subject-verb-disagreement forms a big part in the students' writing style and it should be studied carefully to find the mistakes that the students might fall in and fix them.




1.4. Limits of Study
         This paper is limited to the definitions of each type of Subject verb disagreement error and supply examples of each one and a simple clarification for them. Because it is a broad topic, the researcher chose to identify Subject verb disagreement error and the ways to avoid this error.  
1.5.  Aims of Study
        This paper aims at giving an adequate definition of Subject- verb-disagreement error in English and a proper illustration of its types. It also would take the various types of Subject-verb- disagreement error and how they affect the students writing in a sentence. This paper is set to be a good resource for other researchers who are about to study this topic. 



             






             
                          Chapter Two
 Subject-verb-disagreement error in English
2.1. Subject-verb agreement as a major  error in writing 
Grammatical mistakes can often distract the reader from the quality of a paper and bring down grades. Therefore, learning how to fix these mistakes can make your writing clearer. The subject-verb disagreement errors are very common in the written works of students.  An “Error” refers to a kind of mistake that takes place due to ignorance of the rules in English grammar. While analyzing the kinds of mistakes students make in written work, it appears that most of the students make many errors related to the uses of subject-verb agreement. To say precisely, the term “Subject-Verb Agreement” (SVA) refers to the rules of grammar in English language where the subject usually agrees with verb/s used in a sentence. According to this rule of grammar, if the subject is singular, the verb used in that sentence should be singular too; for the plural subjects, similarly the plural verbs are generally used considering the number of the subject. (languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu)
2.2.The effect of subject-verb-disagreement error on EFL students' writing
In the EFL context, students’ performance and achievement in learning the English language are affected seriously due to the students’ Foreign Language Anxiety (FLA). According to, Moni (2013), FLA has both positive and negative effects on learning the language. Half of the students in their study had a negative view of FLA which was beyond their control causing more negative effects than positive on their learning. 
     From the long teaching experience of the researchers, it has been observed that the EFL learners make lots of grammatical errors while speaking and writing in English. The most common errors among those are the misuse of subject-verb agreement. These errors occur mostly in their writings. The students hardly notice this, especially the errors they are frequently making regarding SVA. Truly speaking, it creates a negative impression about their knowledge of English grammar and the quality of writing (Khan, 2008: 95)
In addition, Golda (2015) argued in his article that anxiety hampers the learning process of students which affects their writing quality and ultimately their intension is diverted to pass in their examination rather than learning the language. Khan (2008) also shows that students of undergraduate level make mistakes frequently regarding the use of words and sentence-formation and in paragraph writing. He further added that the types of errors made by EFL learners at student level really reduce the quality of their writing. Hence, it seems that teaching the writing skills is not helping them or there might be some obstacles for students in this level. In this regard, Khan and Akter (2011) express their deep concern regarding the achievement of basic objectives of teaching and learning writing skills. 
However, errors are part of natural process in learning a language (Harmer, 2007) and play a crucial role for the learners to uncover the rules of the target language by the feedback they get on the errors (Corder, 2015, p. 222). ? Since the EFL learners, studying foundation English course, belong to different disciplines, their errors could be analyzed at the very beginning of the course in order to assist them based on their needs for systematic improvement. Therefore, Ellis (1997:6) has rightly opined that it is also important to identify the errors because it helps a teacher to deal with those errors with the students (Barker, 2008; Mohsin, 2007). Subsequently, students can go for self-corrections and avoid those errors gradually.  
2.3.Subject verb disagreement 
Subject-verb disagreement error occurs when the subject of the sentence and its corresponding verb do not match in terms of singularity or plurality. This is a grammatical error that can confuse the reader.
And here are the possible disagreements that students might fall in when generating their sentences. 
2.3.1.Common errors regarding third person singular number in agreement with verb
This type of errors is noticeable in most of the students' writing. For example, a student might write: 
• A student always attend classes. (incorrect)
-A student always attends classes. (correct)
• She have a lot of problems in her life.   (incorrect)
-She has a lot of problems in her life.(correct) 
• He have a common concern and also have a good feeling. (incorrect)
-He has a common concern and also has a good feeling. (correct)
• When a student apply to a university, he show his capacity at various disciplines. (incorrect)
 When a student applies to a university, he shows his capacity at various disciplines. (correct)
• The life of workers are tough. (incorrect)
-The life of workers is tough. (correct)
From these instances, it is clear that the students can hardly notice the subjects while using the verbs in the sentences. That’s why they may not use ‘s’ or ‘es’ with the singular subject. Sometimes, some uses verbs without noticing the number of the subject, for example, third person like ‘student ’, ‘he ’, ‘she ’, ‘it’, ’life’ and thus students fail to use verbs that agree with the number of the subject. As a result, the errors of SVA is found in most of the scripts of the students who can hardly notice the matter. 
Other possible subject verb disagreement related to third person singular number in putative agreement with verb is mentioned below, 
• He always try to get better result and spend some valuable time with insignificant activities.
Revision: He always tries to get better results and spends some valuable time with insignificant activities.
• Generally, when a student study at a university, he pass a very important part of life. 
Revision: Generally, when a student studies at a university, he passes a very important part of life. 
• An undergrad student wake up very early in the morning, have to make his food, have to join his regular class, have to spend morning to afternoon in his campus. 
Revision: An undergrad student wakes up very early in the morning, has to make his food, has to join his regular class, and  has to spend morning to afternoon in his campus.
• In the evening, he usually gossip with his friends, again he have to study hard. 
Revision: In the evening, he usually gossips with his friends, again he has to study hard. 
2.3.2.Common errors regarding third person plural number in agreement with the verb
Students can hardly notice the number of the subject i.e. the third person plural number. As a matter of fact, some students rarely notice the subjects while using the verbs in the sentences. The examples of their possible mistakes have been presented below: 
• All students has a dream to study in a good university. 
Revision: All students have a dream to study in a good university. 
• Freshmen means the students who studies in their first year in college 
Revision: Freshmen means the students who study in their first year in college
• Some students goes to different places with their friends. 
Revision: Some students go to different places with their friends.
• The library works are also available in all universities which helps everyone to concentrate.
Revision: The library works are also available in all universities which help everyone to concentrate.
The number of the headword, as a matter of fact, is clear to determine the singular or plural verb in a sentence - the students might seem aware of this rule of grammar, especially, in SVA. For example, in the 4th sentence mentioned above, the student may use a complex sentence where he fails to notice the headword ‘works’ as plural and thus writes the singular verb ‘helps’ in the subordinate clause. When they use plural subjects, they sometimes also do not add ‘s’ with words like ‘All student’, ‘some student’ etc. Similar types of mistakes are found in the following sentences collected from some write-ups: 
• We learns many things from our teachers.
Revision: We learn many things from our teachers.
• They enjoys a lot of freedom.
Revision: They enjoy a lot of freedom.
• A private university student are free from the political issues. 
Revision: A private university student is free from the political issues. 
2.3.3Common errors related to disagreement of verbs with compound subjects
Like the problems of common errors related to third person singular and plural number in agreement with verb, some students might fail to match the verb with its compound subject, in some of the sentences as the following: 
• The success and failure of life depends on the use of this period. 
Revision: The success and failure of life depend on the use of this period.
• Campus and student life is dedicated to assist students.
Revision: Campus and student life are dedicated to assist students.  
• Bengali drama and Hindi serial is common TV programs in our South Asia. 
Revision: Bengali drama and Hindi serial are common TV programs in our South Asia. 
In fact, very few students can't use compound subjects in their writing.  It might give a message that the students are not eager to write long sentences using compound subjects much.
2.4.More Causes of Possible Subject Verb Disagreements 
A subject/verb disagreement error can occur in the following types of sentences also.
a. Words separate the subject and verb
One of my friends like to cook Italian food.
Revision: One of my friends likes to cook Italian food.
(Agreement error: One = singular / like = plural)
b. The verb in the adjective clause doesn’t match the noun it’s referring to
The people who lives next door asked me to get their mail. 
Revision: The people who live next door asked me to get their mail.
(Agreement error: People = plural / lives = singular)
c. The verb comes before the subject 
There is one reasons to disagree about politics.
Revision: There are one reasons to disagree about politics.
 (Agreement error: Reasons = plural / is = singular)
d. The subject is a list of two or more nouns 
•Red, orange, and blue is my favorite colors.
Revision: Red, orange, and blue are my favorite colors.
(Agreement error: Red, orange, and blue= plural / is = singular)
e. The subject ends in an –s but a singular in meaning
(Examples: news, thesis, hypothesis, crisis, analysis,etc..)
• The crisis were solved.
Revision:  The crisis was solved. 
(Agreement error: crisis= singular / were = plural)
f. The subject is an indefinite pronoun
(Examples: anyone, everyone, each, everybody, nothing, everything)
Everyone have to take a health class to earn an AA degree. 
Revision: Everyone has to take a health class to earn an AA degree. 
(Agreement error: Everyone = singular / have = plural)
g. The subject is an uncountable noun
(Examples: rice, water, grass, money, snow, time)
Time seem to go quickly during a test. 
Revision: Time seems to go quickly during a test. 
(Agreement error: time = singular / seem = plural)
h. Subject agrees with the nearest noun in paired conjunctions
(Examples: either—or / neither—nor / not only—but also / not—but)
Neither his friends nor Sam want to miss graduation ceremony. 
Revision: Neither his friends nor Sam wants to miss graduation ceremony.
(Agreement error: Sam =  singular / want = plural)


                                   Chapter three         
3. Recommendations and Conclusion
3.1. Recommendations 
Here are a few recommendations for students that might help avoid the error of subject-verb disagreement: 
1. The errors can be corrected gradually over time. Otherwise, students will be hesitant to write freely.
2. After analyzing the data from the students’ writing and interviews with teachers and experts, the researcher has summed up that it is important to identify the errors related to SVA, correct those regularly and choose some constructive activities for the students so that they can overcome those errors easily.
3. Finally, the researcher believes that the learners’ mode of self-correction (Siddique, 2007) and the great effort of teachers will help the university students to produce correct writing.
3.2. Conclusion
In the English as a Foreign Language (EFL), a student gets twelve years studying English language as a compulsory subject. Therefore, most common errors like Subject Verb Agreement (SVA), to some extent, is unexpected from the students. Teacher-student conferencing, using inductive reasoning in grammar sessions on common errors, peer tutoring, writing on interesting topics, reviewing the drafts of students’ writing several times, etc. can be very useful to overcome the common errors (Mahmud, 2009; Mahmud, 2008; Maniruzzaman, 2003). 
It is also worth mentioning here that the teacher’s attitude towards error should be very flexible and the teacher should give positive feedback on the errors. (Siddique, 2007). 
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