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Statement

President and distinguished delegates

1. This statement is delivered by the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions on behalf of nine Torture Prevention Ambassadors (TPA) from seven National Human Rights Institutions
. The TPA Project, supported by the European Union’s Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, helped ambassadors to implement projects through their NHRIs to address root causes of torture and ill treatment domestically.
2. Torture is a global concern and is absolutely prohibited by international law. It is preventable.

3. States must take concrete steps to prevent torture and ill treatment. NHRIs can work with states to uphold their obligations by: 
a. facilitating dialogues
 
b. educating the public and state officials

c. advocating for torture prevention at different levels of society

d. preventive monitoring of places of deprivation of liberty
 
e. investigating allegations of torture and ill treatment

4. We call on all states to ratify CAT and OPCAT and establish effective National Preventive Mechanisms. States must honour the recommendations of international mechanisms including working collaboratively with NHRIs. The Human Rights Council has a key role to play especially through the UPR.
5. The knowledge gained from the TPA project has equipped participating NHRIs with resources to address torture including a Good Practice Report that will be launched at a side event here on Wednesday. 
Good Practices can be used by NHRIs and States globally. In participating in the project, Ambassadors and their NHRIs have been able to deepen their understanding on torture prevention methodologies, preventive monitoring of detention facilities, improve relationships with related authorities, identify areas for improvement and learn from the experiences of other countries. 
� NHRIs of Australia, Korea, Maldives, Mongolia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Timor Leste.


� Maldives and Philippines TPA projects


� Mongolia, Maldives, Australia and Philippines TPA projects


� All projects


� Korea, Mongolia, Philippines, Australia and New Zealand TPA projects


� Timor Leste and Mongolia TPA projects
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