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Background
This report provides a summary of NHRI engagement, led by the APF, at the 60th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 60). 
In March 2016, seven (7) national human rights institutions (NHRIs) from around the globe met in New York for the 60th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 60), the UN's principal policy-making body on gender equality and the advancement of women. Those institutions included the human rights commissions of Australia, Denmark, Korea, Morocco, New Zealand and the Philippines.  The delegation was coordinated by Pip Dargan, Deputy Director/Gender Focal Point, APF. 
Together with the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions (GANHRI), this delegation continued a campaign, which the Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions (APF) began in 2009, to lobby for 'A status' NHRIs to participate independently in the proceedings of the CSW. http://www.asiapacificforum.net/support/international-regional-advocacy/united-nations/csw/
Unlike the arrangements established at the UN Human Rights Council, 'A status' NHRIs do not have standing in their own right to participate in proceedings of the CSW and can only attend as part of their country's government delegation, by invitation.
In December 2015, a GA resolution on National institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights’ (A/RES/70/163) was adopted by consensus and co-sponsored by almost 100 States.  It not only welcomed the increasingly important role NHRIs play in the promotion and protection of human rights, but required specific UN mechanisms to take action. These mechanisms included: the CSW; the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities; the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing; and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including its high-level political forum.  This Resolution presented the APF and GANHRI with a new opportunity to reinvigorate its campaign at CSW.   http://www.asiapacificforum.net/news/un-resolution-urges-greater-participation-nhris/
The key goals for NHRI engagement at CSW 60 were to: 
(i) raise awareness through a side-event of the critical role played by NHRIs to promote and protect the rights of women and girls and the enormous value they can bring to discussions of human rights issues at the international level and;

(ii) in cooperation with States urge negotiations to include a stand-alone paragraph in the CSW Agreed Conclusions that moves towards enhancing NHRI participation in that body and build upon the landmark General Assembly resolution (A/RES/70/163). The resolution called on the UN to enhance the participation of NHRIs in relevant UN mechanisms and processes. 
These two goals were achieved. 

Impact
As a result of the APF-GANHRI campaign CSW became the first UN mechanism to implement the 2015 General Assembly resolution. 
NHRI Side Event – 15 March 2016

On 15 March 2016, with the support of the Permanent Missions of Australia, Germany, Chile, Morocco and New Zealand, the APF hosted a side event on ‘Demonstrating the value of NHRI participation in the Commission on the Status of Women’. 
The side event demonstrated that NHRIs provide an independent and invaluable voice to national dialogues aimed at the implementation of international standards and commitments to human rights. Representatives from a range of NHRIs, including Australia, the Philippines, Morocco and Denmark, demonstrated the collective value of NHRI contributions to UN mechanisms and processes. The side event was chaired by Ms Pip Dargan, representing the APF and GANHRI.  High level State representations were made by representatives of Australia, Germany and Chile.   NHRI presentations included:
Commissioner Karen Gomez-Dumpit, from the Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines, spoke of the Commission's current national inquiry on access to reproductive health services, as well as its gender ombuds mandate.

Mr Othman Boucetta of the National Human Rights Council of Morocco presented the outcomes from their ground-breaking report on gender equality and in Morocco, which generated widespread public debate, especially on inheritance laws in that country. 

Ms Olga Ege, representing the Danish Institute of Human Rights, highlighted the popular and timely online "Human Rights Guide to the Sustainable Development Goals" that the Danish Institute had recently published.
The side-event was well-attended and NHRI presentations were of high quality.  UN Women and the UNDP made positive interventions in relation to the value-add of NHRIs at CSW. 
In addition, at a separate CSW event, the representative of the Australian Human Rights Commission, Ms Alison Aggarwal, made a statement on behalf of NHRIs to the High Level Event on the Occasion of the Human Rights Council's Tenth Anniversary on 15th March 2016.

Agreed Conclusions 

The combined efforts of NHRIs in New York as well as those unable to come to New York yet made the effort to outreach to their governments resulted in significant endorsement for NHRIs in CSW 60’s final communique.  On 24th March, in a significant and historic step, a stand-alone paragraph on NHRIs was adopted by Member States in the CSW 60 Agreed Conclusions, 
The Commission recalls General Assembly Resolution A/RES/70/163 and encourages the Secretariat to consider how to enhance the participation, including at the 61st Session of the Commission, of national human rights institutions fully compliant with the Paris Principles, where they exist, in compliance with the ECOSOC rules of procedure.

Country Statements
A number of States made positive country statements during CSW including Australia, Denmark, Indonesia, Philippines and Nepal.
Next Steps

GANHRI and APF should take all available opportunities to follow up with UN Women regarding the CSW 60 paragraph on NHRIs so a clear path is established in the lead up to CSW 61 in 2017.     We strongly encourage future GANHRI or NHRI delegations to New York in the next 12 months to meet with UN Women and governments to encourage them to establish a transparent and inclusive process, that will include NHRIs and their coordinating committees, to give effect to the NHRI paragraph.  
The APF has agreed to again finance APF coordination for a NHRI delegation next year to progress these efforts (adopted by APF members in its approval of the APF 2016-17 annual plan in Geneva 2016). 
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