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BEAFORD PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 24th June 2026
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr J Davies Cllr R Huxtable Cllr M Ritson Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Cllr R Lock
Apologies Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor Cllr Elliott
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interest

should be updated.
Public Participation 

Mr Pearce came to discuss his planning at North Harpath, 1/0357/2026/FUL, the permitted development level has been met, so this application is for the erection of an agricultural livestock building and hard standing, no objections.
1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th May were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
i. Website, progress is being made, a domain name has been purchased.
ii. The clerk’s vacancy has been advertised; there has been limited interest to date.
Regarding the councillor vacancy, the time scale for the TDC notice has expired so co-option notices will be put up, with the aim to co-opt at the next meeting
Ii The Wicksteed inspection, the swings are now in place, a big thank you to all councillors and others who helped. 
3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment, the top of the bird’s nest needs attention, this will be undertaken in due course. The new seat is due to be put in place this week. The Notice board needs post crete to secure the legs.



The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115 
 4. Highway Issues, i. public footpaths, please keep reporting. 
It was raised regarding the lack of accessibility along footpath 7, Martin Caddy is to be contacted to ask if it is possible for him to ensure walkers are able to access this footpath. 

Also, the gate needs to be assessed to ensure it is not a danger to the public, as it appears to need replacing for health and safety reasons, before an accident occurs. 
ii. The reflective bollards at the garage end of the village, ongoing.

iii. There was a report of a large tailer that has been parked at the end of Coombe Lane for some time it is causing an obstruction when exiting the lane onto the main road, Mark James will be contacted again
v. Request for a mirror to be placed in the hedge opposite Park View, a site meeting was carried out Mark James at Highways has been contacted but has recommended not to install a mirror. This is DCC official position: We do not allow the use of mirrors on the public highway because experience shows that mirrors can increase safety risks, which include:

· reflecting light and interfering with a driver’s vision

· reducing the ability to judge an oncoming vehicle’s speed

· creating an unreasonable dependence on the mirror
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If mirrors are dirty, they can distort or restrict the view. They are also an easy target for vandals.
vi. It was raised regarding the vegetation that is over growing onto the pavements causing difficulty for pedestrians, it is the responsibility of owners to keep their hedges trimmed. 
5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin reported on pothole Pandemic and Revival of the Road Warden Scheme:
You may have seen on Spotlight recently; my colleague Cllr Louise Wainwright has been working extremely hard in reviving the road warden scheme to help improve the situation with our roads as much as possible. Call for volunteers to help fix Devon's £1bn pothole problem - BBC News

In parts of South Devon, the road warden scheme has been working well, and we would love to see this happening right the way across Devon. If you know any keen and willing volunteers, do ask them to get in touch, and as a parish council I would be grateful if you could call 0345 155 1004 or email: communityselfhelp@devon.gov.uk to get the ball rolling and sign the parish up to the scheme.

I have printed copies available (one for each Parish) and for anyone wanting to take a look it is also available on Cllr Wainwright’s website here too: Potholes | My Site 6 More info here on DCC website: Road Warden Scheme - Devon Highways

A Positive Direction for Devon

Things are very much on the up at Devon County Council. We have reported a £10 million underspend in our first year as a new administration. This is not because we have cut services or held back spending, but because we are managing resources more effectively and efficiently. Significantly, both Children’s and Adults’ Services have delivered a surplus, something that very few councils are currently able to achieve. This reflects improved financial discipline, stronger decision making, and a collaborative approach between councillors and officers.

Importantly, these savings are now being reinvested into the services that matter most to residents, including highways, libraries and frontline support.

Investing in Our Roads

Improving our roads remains one of the biggest priorities I hear from residents. I have been out and about locally in the highways van, inspecting issues first hand and working closely with officers to push for improvements. We are investing another additional £4 million into highways, including rapid response repair crews and the continuation of a successful repair trial. This allows teams to fix multiple defects in one visit, making repairs more efficient, longer lasting and better value. It is important to note that the past year has largely been delivered under the previous administration’s budget. I am hopeful that with continued investment and a good summer of working conditions, we will begin to see more significant and visible improvements to our road network in the months ahead. Council unveils £4m boost for road repairs - News

Supporting Children, Families and Foster Carers

Improving outcomes for children and young people remains our top priority. The latest Ofsted report has recognised real progress, including stronger leadership, improved stability and more effective support for families. Social workers are building better relationships and more children are receiving the right help at the right time. There is still more to do, but we are moving in the

right direction and remain fully committed to improving outcomes for our most vulnerable children. We are also continuing to appeal for more foster carers. I recently attended the Hearts and Homes conference, which was both emotional and inspiring. Our foster carers do an incredible job and make a lasting difference to children’s lives. It is important to know that fostering does not have to be a long term commitment. Short break and weekend care are also hugely valuable and much needed. New approach to recruiting foster carers in Devon showing early impact Ofsted report highlights progress in Devon children’s services.

Cllr Cottle-Hunkin also reported on Celebrating Devons Rural Life, Engagement with Torrington Rotary Club, Support for Great Torrington Bluecoat School and calls for rural reset. 
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Cllr Lock reported that TDC and ND are working on a new Local Plan, the Parish needs to have their say, a response has to be sent. A local plan is an important document which local authorities have to produce to set out the long-term strategy and vision for their area.

It sets out how we want our towns and villages to grow, where new homes, shops and workplaces might be built, and how we’ll protect our exceptional landscapes while tackling important issues like transport, flooding and climate change. Local plans are used alongside national policy and other local strategies to determine which developments will and won’t be allowed.

The northern Devon joint local plan covers the North Devon and Torridge local planning authority areas. Our current plan covers 2011-2031, and as we come to the end of its life, we are now preparing our next version, under the joint People and Placeproject. Our new plan will be called A Plan for Northern Devon.

The first formal consultation, the so-called Scoping Consultation, will run from 30 June until 11 August 2026.

Cllr Elliott reported “as I will have touched upon before of my ongoing saga with regards to PCSO and the PCC. My issue has been raised as a complaint by the PCC and has been based officially to the Chief Constable. When or if I will hear any more, well that is the million pound question.

As you may or may not be aware, there is talk about a giant data centre not in your parish, but nearby spanning between Huntshaw, Torrington and Wear Gifford. I haven't been given any official information yet, other than it will be around 700 acres consisting of possibly several cooling ponds and the likelihood of quite substantial site security and surveillance. Sir Geoffrey is holding a meeting on this in Torrington. Below is the cut and paste of his announcement for you. Again, I would hugely emphasise on his last remark, 'It is important that local people help shape if and how this project proceeds'  Over the coming weeks, I shall be continuing my regular programme of meetings with local residents and organisations. This Thursday (25th June) at 6pm, in the main hall of Great Torrington Town Hall, I have been asked to be the independent Chairman of a public meeting to discuss the proposals brought forward by Xlinks for what is being described as the Devon Data Campus — a new AI data centre, together with associated battery storage, on land between Great Torrington, Huntshaw and Weare Giffard.
Like you, I will be making up my mind about this project over the coming weeks, but in speaking to X Links I am working immediately to ensure that those living in the surrounding communities have the fullest opportunity to hear directly what is being proposed, to ask direct questions, and to express their views as these plans develop. The two elements of the scheme are being advanced as separate planning applications on the same site.
I am determined that the voice of local people can be heard. I would strongly encourage residents to attend and learn more. Beyond this week’s meeting, Xlinks will be holding a series of Public Information Days across the area from 14 to 17 July, with a consultation open until 11 August, during which you can examine the plans, raise questions and respond directly. Full details are available at devondatacampus.com  It is important that local people help shape if and how this project proceeds.”
6. Tennis Court, Cllr Underhill has contacted the Chair of the Hall Committee neither committee is at present looking to purchase the area beside the tennis court. It has been sent back to Mr Hartford that the Parish Council is not in a position to purchase anything at present.
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 









	661
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	662
	Wicksteed
	£75.00

	663
	Beaford PCC
	£500.00


ii.  Agree and sign the Annual Governance Statement 

iii. Agree and sign the Accounting Statement 
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iv. To agree and sign the Exemption form 
v. Fixed Asset Register, it was proposed by Cllr Huxtable seconded by Cllr Pearce to accept ii, iii, iv and v, all in favour 

8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC          
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	 S106 has been agreed and signed

	1/0895/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and associated works, grid reference 254241 116529 Beaford
	

	1/0301/2026/FUL
	Proposed front extension to allow a disabled access

(affecting public right of way) Lower Upcott, Beaford
	Approved

	1/0298/2026/LBC
	Regularisation of replacement corrugated iron roof, replacement of concrete blockwork infill panel with double timber plank doors, reconstruction of rear chimney stack and insertion of loft access staircase Globe Inn, Beaford
	Approved

	1/0357/2026/FUL
	Part retrospective application for the erection of an

agricultural livestock building and hard standing (Affecting

a public right of way)

Location: Land At North Harepath, Beaford
	No objections


9. Speedwatch, one session was held a week ago, more volunteers are required. 
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. I Thank you to Cllr Pearce for regularly emptying the bins on the Green. A successful Bike Show was held last weekend. The Open Gardens made £1006 for Church funds
11. Correspondence i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 29th July 2026    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm
…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 23rd September 2026 Parish Council meeting. 





To be agreed
