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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 30th July 2025
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr R Huxtable Cllr J Davies Cllr C Steer Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce Cllr M Ritson and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Cllr R Lock and Cllr Elliott District Councillors
Apologies Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor 
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests

should be updated.
Public Participation
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Mary Ritson to the meeting we look forward to working with Mary.

1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th June were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
ii. Website, a quote for an independent website has been obtained another one is to be sought, still ongoing. 
ii. Defibrillator, Cllr Davies said the defibrillator can be placed on his wall, the situation is near the garage. The battery is ok but a new set of pads need to be purchased, it was proposed by Cllr Huxtable seconded by Cllr Steer for Cllr Davies to purchase the pads for the Parish Council, all in favour, thank you Cllr Davies for hosting the defibrillator.

3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment is in good order. A load of soil is coming to fill in the holes on the Green, thank you to Mr Rodgers for the soil and Cllr Huxtable for doing the work. The Green is looking tidy, Cllr Underhill brushed the youth shelter and bus shelter, thank you Cllr Underhill, but there seems to be always rubbish in the shelters.
The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115 
4. Highway Issues, a letter to the land owner by footpath 5 has been sent in the hope the footpath will be cleared of fallen trees, this has not worked so Mr M Caddy the PROW officer is to be asked again for the next move. Photo’s have been sent as well. 






       But as yet no action seems to have been taken, also the footpath from the quarry towards Beaford Mill into Mount Pleasant needs attention by cutting back and footpath 6 by the river was also highlighted as needing looking at. Martin Caddy the PROW Officer is to be invited to the parish to walk the footpaths with Cllr Huxtable and any other councillors who wishes to attend, if he is unable to do that to attend the next meeting. 





                                         Ii. The barrier by the school has been knocked, Cllr Davies has been in touch with highways, hopefully this will get sorted in the school holidays.                                                                               Iii.   The speed sign is being obscured by the bracken from the hedge, this is to be looked at. Still praise for the speed sign is being received. 
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iv. Green Lane pavement, an accident has occurred with a gentleman with a frame by the seat on the left-hand side to the entrance to Rye Park, it was raised regarding having the curd lowered for better access to the pavement this has been asked before but a second try is to be undertaken.                  V. The sign at the end of Coombe Lane, “Take litter home for Devon” has been knocked down this will be reported.                                                                                                                                       
5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin reported following on from the shock news about the plans to phase out fire service co-responders across the Southwest, and the decision to move solely to volunteer community first responders. The ambulance trust was called in for scrutiny by Devon County Council’s Health and Adult Care Scrutiny committee which was held a couple of weeks ago. The committee heard from a large number of members of the public talking passionately about the need to retain the service, and the Southwest Ambulance Trust was heavily scrutinised by councillors. The recommendation from the committee was that SWAST should pause the termination of fire co-responders, respond within 28 days with more detail and metrics, and come back to committee in September, as they were not satisfied by the detail and reasoning that was provided. Decision to replace paid co-responders with volunteers comes under scrutiny - News        At last month’s cabinet meeting we presented a large number of reports which have all been reported on the DCC website. Most notable decisions included the agreement “to trial pothole repair blitz as part of £83 million road maintenance programme” Our highways teams will carry out a repair blitz on potholes, where all potholes would be filled, rather than just dealing with safety defects, in a few trial areas of the county. Although the exact details are still to be agreed, this pilot would be used to establish the budget implications of changing maintenance procedures. https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/council-to-trial-pothole-repair-blitz-as-part-of-83-million-road-maintenance-programme/And we also agreed to  “Improve the outcomes of our most vulnerable children through new 10-year plan” A new long-term plan to improve the outcomes of Devon’s most vulnerable young people by overhauling how they are supported and cared for has been approved by our cabinet. Councillors have agreed to an ambitious multi-million investment programme to establish 12 new children’s homes; 20 specialist foster places; and up to four new therapeutic schools, over the next 10 years. https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/new-cabinet-vows-to-improve-the-outcomes-of-our-most-vulnerable-children-through-10-year-plan/                                          A few weeks ago I was really pleased to visit a place where I have spent a huge amount of time in the past- both as a pupil and as a teacher! Great Torrington School. I want to thank headteacher Andy Bloodworth and chair of governors Ian Newberry for inviting me in, in my new role as County Councillor. They showed me around and I heard about the challenges and things that have changed since I was there 6 years ago. A big thing that I took away was the will and the need for more collaboration between Devon County Council and the school and that is one of the things I will be working on over the next few years. I was also pleased to attend Chulmleigh College where we met with the headteacher as well as heads of both South Molton and Ilfracombe Colleges. We had very open discussions and it was really useful to get an insight, with similar issues mentioned at all, including the lack of school nurses and lack of face-to-face contact with DCC.                                     Also, last month, as county councillors we were all invited down to a farm near Ivybridge. This was organised by the NFU South team, helping to build relationships and was a great opportunity for councillors to learn about the issues and especially the recent challenges we are facing in the farming sector. The family farm tax, the closure of the sustainable farming incentive, and unfair trade deals to name a few. As well as a presentation from the NFU and having a tour of the farm, we also heard from the Rural Affairs team at Devon & Cornwall Police about the different challenges in rural areas- from flocks of more than 100 sheep being stolen overnight, to GPS systems being stolen and ending up as far away as the USA and Mexico. These are highly organised crimes and we were urged to report any suspicious behaviour that we see in the countryside to them. As cabinet member for Rural Affairs I look forward to working together with organisations such as the NFU - National Farmers' 
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Union, sharing knowledge and information with fellow councillors, and helping us to make informed decisions, allowing Devon County Council to be a bigger voice for our rural communities.                   In the past week I have been contacted by a large number of families and the head of Great Torrington School in relation to the huge price hike by Stagecoach buses introduced with no warning, particularly affecting schoolchildren (some children didn’t have enough money for their fare to get back home!) They have axed all return fares across Devon, and the North Devon Day and weekly riders and there was an 81% price hike for children travelling from Bideford to Torrington. I immediately raised this with all councillors and put it on the cabinet agenda last week under urgent matters, where the cabinet voted unanimously to write to Stagecoach raising concern. I have also sent my own letter to the managing director (attached). Yesterday Stagecoach announced a new range of child’s tickets which look great for those living in Barnstaple, Exeter or Plymouth, but not as good for those of us who live in the rest of the county, although it does appear to be an improvement. Stagecoach Supports Families with New Range of Child Tickets It also doesn’t give a commitment to reducing fees for post16 students to get to college (now costing nearly £1000 per year), and I don’t see any amendments to reintroduce return fares or the north devon rider tickets. As it stands it looks in some cases cheaper to drive a car which just doesn’t seem right and I will continue to campaign for improvements for all. At our most recent cabinet meeting last week, we agreed a new strategy “Brighter Futures – Employment, Education and Training Strategy”, which sets out a long-term vision to tackle the levels of young people Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) and also looks to address the root causes of disengagement of young people aged 16-25. I raised within the meeting the transport problems we face in rural areas (including the costs!), and also suggested an agricultural training centre in the North of the county- we are an agricultural heartland here in Torridge and it seems wrong that young people need to leave the area in order to formally train. It would be great to have a satellite centre working through Bicton for example. Strategy aims to create Brighter Futures for young people in Devon - News We also agreed a new project working with Barnardo’s to create eight new ‘gap’ homes, specifically designed to house and support care leavers with complex needs. Four of these homes will be in Barnstaple with the other four in Exeter. The partnership follows an £18 million donation to Barnardo’s from the Katherine Martin Charitable Trust and aims to improve the provision of housing for care leavers.  We’re working with Barnardo’s on new homes for care leavers We also received a shocking report from the Public Health Manager on alcohol consumption and alcohol harm in Devon, with really worrying statistics in relation to premature deaths, liver disease and hospital admissions, with some statistics being more than double the national average. Cabinet backs plan to reduce harm caused by drinking - News                                                                           Finally… another reminder to please support the Globe Hotel in Great Torrington I believe there is currently £198,845 raised- 86% of the target with just over £30,000 to go!. Luckily they have been able to extend the deadline to raise the money, the final deadline is now 18th August. Once the amount is raised the hotel will be owned by the community and a grant of more than half a million pounds will be released by central government towards its renovation. The aim of the globe project is to provide a training hotel to train young people in the hospitality sector. It would raise aspirations and would transform our town centre. Community shares start at just £50. Please spread the word with everyone and encourage them to invest. There is also tax relief available for businesses (detail on the website). Link to crowdfunder here: https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/the-globe-hotel-torrington#start On Beaford specific issues I was very pleased to grant £500 towards a new mat for the short mat bowls club!












       Cllr Lock reported on Towell Lane - Towell Farm - the applicants are still not accepting the affordable section of the development, TDC have said if the agreement is not signed by the 15th/16th August the application will be refused. The conservation officer has made comments on the 1/0074/2025 Great Warham application regarding the demolition of the existing house. 1/0256/2025 new shed, revised plans are awaited, the Parish Council will be consulted again. Bulworthy Solar Farm, which is 60% in NDC and 40% in TDC, the application is going to a joint planning committee.                                    
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Cllr Elliott reported on the council’s decision not to replace 3 diesel vans as one has only done 48k miles and the other two 40k miles.                                   





   There are ongoing talks concerning devolution. Cllr Underhill and Cllr Pearce attended a Devolution meeting, they felt it was just a tick box to say the Council had undertaken a consultation, poorly attended, no decisions as yet have been made. 
6. Tennis Court, no report.
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 
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	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	639 
	Beaford Short Mat Bowls 
	£500.00


i. A grant has been applied for and received from Cllr Cottle-Hunkin for £500 towards the Short Mat Bowls club. 
8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC      404     
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	No S106 has been agreed or signed

	1/0074/2025/FUL
	Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with associated guest accommodation. Great Warham, Beaford,
	

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/0256/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural machinery shed and track and access, land at grid reference 255192 15510 Beaford 
	The question of need is to be raised.

	1/0464/2025/LBC
	Thatched roof on existing porch, Sunnyview, Church Street
	

	1/0541/2025/LBC
	Erection of a summer house, Sunnyview, Church Street Beaford
	No objections


i. 1/0074/2025 demolition of Great Warham house, this application was discussed, an extension has been agreed, the Parish councils’ comments were: “In such an important natural environment, adjacent to the River Torridge, historic buildings/houses are very few. The originality and tradition of this lovely farmhouse will be lost and never be replaced. We would appreciate if you could recognise the full worth the loss of an old building built in traditional 'Devon Longhouse', style would be, the house is very important to the village and local landscape. The comments from the conservation officer as quoted below replicates the thoughts of the parish councillors. The guidance as set out in the NPPF chapter 16. - Conserving and enhancing the historic environment:  sets out in paragraph 210, the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and it is noted here that the building with its embodied interest will be completely removed and replaced with a facsimile structure even re-using features reclaimed. So Beaford Parish Council are recommending refusal of demolition of this historic farmhouse.”
9. Speedwatch, no sessions have been held this week, but it was reported during 9am and 5pm very few vehicles are speeding, when the sessions are held at 7am about 10% are speeding. More volunteers would be desirable, speedwatch signs are £90 for 3 to show the area is covered by speedwatch.
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. Dennis Buswell thanked the Parish council for their thank you letter, a social was held on Monday also thanking Mr Buswell for his hard work for the Village Hall.  
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Mr Martin Church has taken over as Chairman of the Hall committee until the AGM in October. The DAAT light can not be moved to any significance at present. If there are difficulties with the car park in the future consideration will be given to extending the area down across the field. On the 30th August there is Proms in the Park at the hall and on the 6th September the Fete and dog show are being held. 
11. Correspondence

i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 17th September 2025    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm 
 Parish Council Meeting

…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 29th October 2025 Parish Council meeting. 
