Minutes 465                           BEAFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Meeting
 Tuesday 27th October 2026 at 7.30pm, Beaford Village Hall
MINUTES
Apologies – Councillor Gill Underhill, Councillor Mary Ritson, Councillor Richard Huxtable, 
County Councillor Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin, District Councillor Rosemary Lock
Declaration of Interests*- No declarations
Absence of Chair and Vice-Chair – Councillor Simon Berry was proposed by Councillor Rob Pearce and seconded by Councillor John Davies to duly elect Simon Berry to take the Chair for this meeting
Public Participation – Mr. Nick Hinge (see 6.Tennis)
1. Agree and sign minutes - meeting held September 23rd 2026
Councillor Rob Pearce responded to comments from the Chair regarding the clean up of the village by an individual, he stated that it had been agreed in June meeting to ask someone to complete a clean-up in the village.  He requested that cleaning of the village should be included in the budget and to be included in the next meeting.
Minutes agreed by councillors present and signed by Councillor Simon Berry
2. Clerks Report –       i. Website progress – Ellie reported that she had now gained control from the        builder and had made the link on the Torridge website, also added a section headed Local Information.  She asked that councillors should take a look and give their feedback at the next meeting, before deciding to spend more money at this time.
ii. Clerks essential Course Part 1 & 2 – Ellie reported she found it very informative to understand the roles of councillors, the chair and role of clerk.  Part 2 is booked for November and will include Finance and Planning.
iii. National Emergency Briefing information. – Ellie reported she had attended a webinar to show a preview of the film. She also forwarded a write up to each councillor from the organisers.  
iv. Tennis Court update – Tozers solicitors apologised for misinforming on the information they needed, it is now clear what is required and the Tennis Club have been informed what has to be done.
v. Bank Account – Ellie reported she has spoken with the bank, and they are very keen for the Parish Council to move forward to online banking, instructions were given and form printed to start the movement, form sent to Councillor Gill Underhill for her information.
3. Chairpersons Report –i. Website – This will be discussed at next meeting
 ii. National Emergency Briefing -This subject was covered and Councillors voted in favour that a screening of the film by Beaford Parish Council will not be undertaken at this time.
 iii. Dalc AGM – This will be discussed at next meeting
iv. Planning for Budget for 2027 –Cost of grass cutting was discussed and clerk asked to seek more than one quote for the coming year.   Budget to be finalised at next meeting

The DCC Website -devon.cc/report-it or Phone 0345 1004 115
4. Highways – Councillor John Davies reported that the large trailer in the layby at the end of the village has been removed.
5. County/District/Town Councillors reports –
 Councillor Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin – report to be emailed
             Councillor Rosemary Lock – apologies
             Councillor Thomas Elliot – attended he reported that there was no progress with the Data Centre  
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6. Tennis Court – Mr Nick Hinge the Chairperson of The Tennis Club presented the council with a
Copy of the resolution by the Tennis Club as requested by the solicitors, and an invite for Councillor Gill Underhill and Clerk Ellie Pearce to attend their AGM when they will be passing the resolution and minuting as required to complete the transfer of land to Beaford Parish Council.               
7. Finance – Cheques for signing –				Incoming -
Beaford Vill Hall Hire  £17.00		Precept -Torridge DC £4750.00
M J Baker Grass Cut £1735.00
Torridge DC Salery   £1982.00
DALC Clerk Essential Course part 1 £36.00
Forms for signin	i. Bank Mandate to add new clerk Ellie Pearce -passed to Councillor Gill        Underhill for next meeting
8. Planning – Permission in Principal Ref No.1/0566/2026/PIP – Permission granted
      Change of use of land from agri for siting of 1no.Shepherds hut for holiday accom.
      Land at North Harepath Farm Ref No. 1/0707/2026/FUL – Observation by 5/11/26
Councillors agreed no comment.
	      18 dwellings Towell Lane Ref No.1/0279/2020/OUTM – Being considered
Councillors agreed they would like a new comment added to deem the entry and exit of Towell Lane to be extremely dangerous.	
9. Police Report -Councillor Rob Pearce reported that he still continues to support speed watch and plans to have a few sessions in the coming month he also announced that there is to be a promotional week beginning 8/11/26 backed by the police to recruit new speed watchers, he requested this to be added to Local Information section on the website by the clerk.
10. Caretakers Report – Councillor R. Pearce reported that there were no issues around the village and the village green/park.  He requests that there should be facilities for councillors to make small purchases as and when items are needed to make repairs, this will be discussed at next meeting.
Village Hall Report – Councillor S. Berry reported that the village hall is doing well with Big Breakfast coming up, new heat pump fitted, a new water heater fitted, and the remaining lottery money has been given permission by the lottery to go towards new bathrooms.
Footpath and Village Green Report - Councillor R. Huxtable, Councillor M. Ritson -apologies
Grant Application Report – Councillor J. Davies reported that the application for the grant for swings has been submitted but will take a few months.
The defibrillator next to his property is currently out of order as it needs new batteries at a cost of £250.00, he reported that he has applied to the British heart foundation to donate a more up to date version, he is currently waiting for an answer.
11. Correspondence – There is no correspondence to report
Councillor Simon Berry asked for AOB, then declared the meeting closed

Date of the next meeting Wednesday 25th November 2026 



Signed……………………………….Chairperson             Date………………………………

*Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests that may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  They are also reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of interests should be updated.
