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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 29th October 2025
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr R Huxtable Cllr J Davies Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce Cllr M Ritson and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Cllr R Lock and Cllr Elliott District Councillor 
Apologies Cllr C Steer Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests

should be updated.
Public Participation
1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 17th September were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
ii. Website, from the last meeting it was agreed Chloe Brunt is to design the website, everyone was happy with the suggested colour and layout, further information is to be sent. 
ii. Defibrillator, Cllr Davies said he was not happy with the defibrillator at the first site, so he is move it on inspection repairs need to be carried out these will be undertaken
iii. Grass cutting, a further cut was requested and has been undertaken.
3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment is in good order. 
It was highlighted if councillors receive complaints from parishioners on any topic please can they write to the parish council so they can be raised at the next meeting for discussion. 

The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115 
4. Highway Issues, i. public footpaths, the footpath at the back of St Georges Lane, is rutted and very wet, this will be rectified in due course. The footpath at Cooksworthy has had a lot of the trees removed, making for much easier walking. Landowners are responsible for replacing rotten gate posts on footpaths.                                                                                  




      Dog mess is still an issue please can people pick up after their dogs. 



     The Parish Council are very pleased to report the curb along Green Lane has been dropped for greater accessibility along with others in the village. 

 5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin  you know, my cabinet role has a very broad remit, and as well as everything else it also includes refugees and resettlement. Following the protests which had been taking place outside of the Asylum hotel near Exeter, a visit was arranged for me and the Leader of the council to go inside, meet with the staff and also the local organisations helping the asylum seekers. We wanted to show solidarity and compassion to these people who have experienced so much trauma to get here. We saw mothers and babies and families and were told there are people from more than 20 different nationalities there, and all are either women or families.My own children had made some cards and friendship bracelets for the children there and we 













435            are arranging for others to send in cards of support and kindness. It’s something very small but these things can make a real difference. Southwest Ambulance Service came back to DCC’s Health and Adult Care Scrutiny Committee meeting 22nd September and the committee remained extremely concerned. I also spoke against SWAST’s decision to phase out the fire co-responder service across Devon and the rest of the Southwest. The County Council are requesting they abandon this decision as we believe it puts lives at risk in rural communities and we urged them to continue with both the firefighters as co-responders as well as volunteers. Devon fires back: Ambulance trust urged to reconsider fire co-responder phase-out | Mid Devon Advertiser                                                          We have also sent a response to the Post Office green paper, emphasising to central government the importance of our post offices both for the local economy and as a social hub, often the last service left in a rural community. Could your Post Office change? Devon residents invited to respond              I have been flooded with emails from concerned residents about the lack of NHS dentistry provision locally, particularly with the loss of an NHS dentist in Great Torrington where my dentist has automatically moved people over to private dental care (including children). I have contacted our MP about the situation and have sent a letter to the chair and chief exec of NHS Integrated Care Board as a matter of urgency to find out what can be done locally. Outrage as Devon families 'removed' from NHS list We had an incredible day at Farmwise Devon yesterday at Westpoint! The whole event was absolutely buzzing with excitement as children got hands-on learning about where their food comes from — from farm to fork. It was fantastic to see so many young people inspired by farming, food, and the natural world around them. Events like this really show the power of education outside the classroom. At Devon County Council we are calling on government to embed food and farming into the national curriculum — and to see more events like Farmwise happening right across the country. Farmwise returns to teach children in Devon where their food comes from | News - Greatest Hits Radio (Devon)










            Finally, I really want to emphasise new grant fund we have set up at Devon County Council. Designed by young people, for young people 🙂Please share with your local youth groups. I would encourage them to apply for the £3000 because you never know 😊! It’s very easy to apply and has been designed by the Devon Youth Council who designed the fund and they are on the team who sign off the applications (and so am I!). The young people would really like to see new groups and activities being set up if possible so please encourage anyone who you think might be interested. With it being a brand new fund we really want to get the word out there. It doesn’t require match funding and it can cover wages if needed. https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/new-grant-fund-laims-to-enrich-the-lives-of-devons-young-people/If there are any safety defects or other highways type issues please do report them here: Report a problem - Roads and transport Grit bins can be requested via Grit bins and salt bags - Roads and transport Speed concerns can be raised from the “report a concern” link at   Speeding, Speed Limits and SCARF - Roads and transport                                                                                 Cllr Lock reported on Towell Lane planning – this is still not completed. The S106 has yet to be signed, councillors asked Cllr Lock and Cllr Elliott to endeavour to get car park in this proposal agreed as parking is such an issue in the village. The appeal at Towell Farm is still awaiting a decision. TDC are still in negotiations in relation to the new council set up. It was reported the bin at the end of Coombe Lane has been replaced, but was questioned by Cllr Steer regarding emptying.                 Cllr Elliott reported he has met with Richard Haste, Head of Waste and Recycling at TDC, he was shown around the existing workshop in Bideford, Cllr Elliott was also shown plans of the proposed new site, which is currently covered by 3 sites. He has met with the Climate Change Committee, they wish to change the way council vehicles are powered suggesting HVO, hydro treated vegetable oil, this product comes from Indonesia. Hydrogen is another suggestion, lorries would cost and extra £200,000 for electric so £400,00 with the hydrogen version £700,000, until technology improves these options are not viable.                                                                                                                                              The two district councillors were asked to ask Michael Newcombe DCC highways to come and look at 













436            the junction of Shepherds Meadow and the main road, the parked cars are making exiting the junction so dangerous, the gradient of the road is not acceptable and likewise the visibility splays. With the new developments in the vicinity, it is essential to get that junction sorted, to be safer. The request was to have Mr Newcombe at school time to show the difficulties there is with the volume of cars, parking and the danger at this junction. Cllr Cottle Hunkin is also to be asked to help.
6. Tennis Court, all in order.
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 











  





	641
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	642
	TDC Payroll
	£2000.01

	643
	Ms. C Brunt website
	£100.00

	644
	Mr. M Baker grass cutting
	£1685.00

	645
	Mr. C Snell
	£80.00


i. Following hedge cutting next year, it was suggested in future a leaf blower be used to gather up the cuttings instead of blowing around the village, C Snell has public liability insurance.

8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC      404     
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	No S106 has been agreed or signed

	1/0074/2025/FUL
	Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with associated guest accommodation. Great Warham, Beaford,
	Approved

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/0256/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural machinery shed and track and access, land at grid reference 255192 15510 Beaford 
	The comments to the amended plans were, the PC stands by its previous comments.

	1/0829/2025/FUL
	New car port and new cob/stone boundary wall, Yew Tree Cottage, Beaford 
	Points to be put forward to TDC, is this a shared access? Has it been assessed how this proposal will impact the neighbouring properties? Have the adjoining landowners been notified? 


9. Speedwatch, sessions have been undertaken, the most recent between 8-9 am, 185 vehicles passed through with only one vehicle speeding. When finances are in place a second speed sign at the other end of the village will be a priority. 
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. The committee has got a new chairman Mr Martin Church, the AGM was well attended. The hall is in the process of being painted, new racks are being installed in the store room. Mr Buswell was thanked as the outgoing Chairman for all his hard work. Cllr Berry has been asked to help put together a Wildlife Plan for the Door Step Green, Cllr Berry has contacted the Wildlife Trust, the suggestion is to fence of some corner areas for wildlife habitat.                      The cost of producing the Bugle was discussed this will be on the next agenda.  

11. Correspondencei. The DALC newsletters have been circulated.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 26th November 2025    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm 
…………………………Chairman…………………………Date Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 21st January 2026 Parish Council meeting. PLEASE NOTE A WEEK EARLY
