BEAFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday September 23rd 2026 at 7.30pm, Beaford Village Hall
MINUTES

Apologies – Councillor Rosemary Lock
Declaration of Interests - Councillors were invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be considered at this meeting.  They are also reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of interests should be updated.
Public Participation- Names of the public who attended this meeting –
Mr John Spilstead
Mrs Sue Silcock
Ms Sharon Hine
Ms Anna Richardson
Mrs & Mrs Molloy
Mr & Mrs Pearce
1. The minutes were agreed and signed - of meetings held on July 29th and August 17th 2026
5.   Chair, Councillor Gill Underhill invited Councillor Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin to make her presentation regarding Data Centre and BESS –(Power point presentation attached), when Councillor Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin concluded the floor was then opened up for questions and comments from the public and members of the Parish Council.
From the discussions it was concluded that the audience should be brought in to be a working group to make awareness of the situation and that Emergency Plans for Villages should be made aware of to inform and support villagers.  There is a Screening to be publicised and held when available at the Beaford Village Hall of The National Emergency Briefing, so that as a community Beaford can be informed and prepared for such a situation.
John Spilstead – attended the meeting to inform the Parish Council of his progress with raising funds to purchase the top car park on behalf of the village hall, he reported that approx. £25,000 has currently been raised form generous donations and that Martin Chuch, Chair of the village hall is organising those donations, John is working to raise funds from offering squares for anyone to donate any amount they can afford, he also reported that an offer in the region of £30,000 has been accepted by Beaford Arts the current owner of the land, but due to the asset restriction the village hall has until 28th December to offer a winning bid.  Chair councillor Gill Underhill stated that the Parish Council will consider helping to raise an amount if they have a short fall.
2. Clerks Report –
 i. Ellie Pearce reported that the handover from outgoing Clerk Angela Snell had gone smoothly and she is on hand to help and offer her support if requested
ii. The website is proving to be a challenge as control has still not been handed over from the web builder, there are issues and does not seem fit for purpose, there are two web builder names of repute to investigate, also to acquire a GOV.UK email address 
iii.  Ellie requested if she could book some Clerk Essential courses with DALC this was proposed by Councillor Richard Huxtable and seconded by Councillor Mary Ritson.
3. Chairpersons Report –
i. It was reported that Mr S Jenning has done a very good job of clearing in the village, but it is suggested that any jobs that need attention in the village should be presented to the council to decide and then be passed and minuted.  
ii. Then new seat has been placed and fixed in the play area on the green by Councillor Huxtable.
iii. The new village notice board has been erected outside the school by Councillors Pearce and Davies. Councillor Davies agreed to erect the revamped notice saying Beaford Parish Council next week above the new notice board
They were all thanked for completing these tasks
4.  Highways – Chair Gill Underhill stated that 20MPH through Beaford will now go ahead, this is connected to the new development at Towell Lane. Councillor John Davies will contact Mark James at Highways regarding the Trailer in the layby at edge of village, the broken railings outside the school, also to thank him when the tasks are completed. Councillor John Davies will also contact Martin Caddy to thank him for the footpath work done.
5. County/District Councillors Reports –
 Councillor Thomas Elliot reported the situation of the ward boundaries now that this work has now been put on hold by the current government.  Some of the elections in May have now also been cancelled.  The Data Centre was discussed and Councillor Gill Underhill asked if he would keep us updated on the situation.                                                       
Tennis Court – The resolution to accept gift of land was discussed and accepted by the Beaford Parish Council, this was proposed by Councillor Richard Huxtable and seconded by Councillor Mike Underhill, and voted in favour by all councillors, The resolution was signed by Councillor Gill Underhill and Clerk Ellen Pearce. This document will be sent to the solicitors as requested.
6. Finance – Cheques for signing –			Income 
Beaford VH hire July& Aug £34.00		National Grid		£34.74
S. Jenning Village Labour    £72.00
			DALC AGM G Underhill     £72.00
			Rhino Play                           £158.30		
7. Planning – Permission in Principle Ref No 1/0566/2026/PIP – Awaiting decision
       Agricultural workers dwelling Ref No 1/0895/2025/FUL - Being considered
       18 dwelling Towel Lane Ref No 1/0279?2020/OUTM – Being considered
       Change of use farm buildings Ref No 1/0598/2026/FUL – Observation by 9/10/26
       Harepath Agri buildings Ref No 1/0521/2026/FUL – Application Permitted 10/9/26
8. Police Report -
9. Caretakers Report – Councillor R Pearce 
Village Hall Report – Councillor S Berry
Footpath Report – Councillor R Huxtable, Councillor M Ritson
Grant Application Report – Councillor J Davies
10. Correspondence – DALC update
11. The Globe – Update from Councillor R Pearce
Items brought forward at the discretion of the Chairperson for information only
Items Councillors would like to be added to the next Agenda

Date of the next meeting Wednesday October 28th 2026 

Signed…………………………………….Chairperson…………………………….Date
Forthcoming meeting Wednesday 25th November 2026 Beaford Parish Council
