                                                                                                                       446
BEAFORD PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 25th March 2026
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr C Steer Cllr J Davies Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Cllr R Lock 
Apologies Cllr R Huxtable Cllr M Ritson Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor Cllr Elliott
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests

should be updated.
Public Participation 
1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 25th February were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
ii. Website, progress is being made, further information needs to be sent.
ii. Defibrillator, Cllr Davies said the defib is working fine after speaking to the British Heart Foundation for advice, it was commented the situation is not very visible, this is to be rectified. 
iii. The Wicksteed inspection is to be ordered.
3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment is all in order. 

Cllr Lock has kindly agreed to grant £400 towards a new bench for the Village Green, Marmax a company, using recycled materials were looked at, the proposal was a brown traditional one or a rainbow one, after further consideration and a vote it was carried to order a brown one. 
Cllr Elliott has also kindly agreed to grant £450, it was suggested and agreed to purchase a new Notice Board for outside of the school, this will be ordered at a size of 6 x A4.
The litter bins are all fine, the Chestnut tree on the Village Green is to be trimmed up as it is rotted more than thought.
The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115                    4. Highway Issues, i. public footpaths, the footpaths have been reported but please keep reporting. 
i. Beaford Moor has been patched after numerous reporting. It is to be reported that the state of the road leading into Shephard’s Meadow past the bench is in a very poor state.
ii. The Snow Warden scheme advert will be included in the next edition of the Bugle.
iii. There are complaints of a new gateway which is very dangerous just out of the village towards Torrington exiting onto the main road this will be reported. The railing by the school have still not been repaired Cllr Davies is to look into this, also the reflector past the garage exiting the village has gone.

iv. Following comments it was looked into the status of the road along Rye Park, this road is adopted by DCC highways, so is a public road. 
The footpath along from St Georges Lane towards Brealey’s is very rough with deep ruts, the owner of the land Mr Bealey is to be contacted.

There are now two PCSO’s in post, Dave Condron and Gail Cole, there information will be published in the Bugle.
30777@dc.police.uk for Dave Condron 07890905230.
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5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin Councillor March has seen significant developments across Devon County Council, including children’s services, rural support, infrastructure planning, public protection, and ongoing discussions on local government reform.
Children’s Services and Fostering

Devon County Council continued its appeal for more foster carers this month, highlighting the need to increase local capacity for the 810 children currently in care. The Hearts and Homes Conference, held in Exeter on 20 March, offered prospective carers the opportunity to meet experienced families and understand the support available. I was so pleased to be able to attend the event. I did find it very emotional and our foster carers do such a fantastic job. Please if this is something you might be interested have a look at the website and find out more. It doesn’t need to be long-term fostering, many offer fostering at weekends which is also hugely needed and valued for our children in care. Change a young person's life and consider Fostering DevonI also found out that Devon County Council are a Fostering Friendly employer and it is free for businesses to join to be able to better support foster carers who work Fostering Friendly Employers Scheme | The Fostering Network

Cost‑of‑Living Support: Crisis and Resilience Fund (CaRF)

The national Household Support Fund will conclude at the end of March and will be replaced by the Crisis and Resilience Fund (CaRF). Devon will receive £8.4 million per year (2026–2029) and this is a decrease from the previous years from the household support fund. The new fund moves away from blanket support, to provide targeted crisis payments, housing support via district councils, financial‑resilience services, and community‑based support. Devon confirms plans for new crisis support fund - North Devon Today

As Cabinet Member for Rural Affairs, I stressed that large rural counties such as Devon face hidden deprivation, higher transport and fuel costs, and increased vulnerability to inflationary pressures. Torridge households, farmers and rural businesses are particularly affected by rising prices. I continue to lobby Government for long‑term, sustained rural investment to ensure that no rural household is left behind.

Local Government Reorganisation Consultation

The Government’s consultation on the future structure of local government in Devon closes on 26 March 2026. Devon County Council has proposed a single Devon Unitary Council, which it argues is the most financially sustainable and least disruptive model.

Alternative models submitted by other authorities include several options that would reorganise rural areas—such as Torridge—into new unitary arrangements. Residents are encouraged to review the proposals before the consultation closes. Consultation on local government change in Devon launched – News Environment, Public Health and Community Updates

DCC published multiple updates this month, including progress on nature recovery work, public health messaging around meningitis What is meningitis? Symptoms, risks and how to protect yourself - News and tick awareness, and continued enforcement activity against illegal tobacco sales.

New Livestock‑Worrying Legislation and Partnership with Police

On 18 March 2026, strengthened legislation to tackle livestock worrying came into force. Devon County Council and Devon & Cornwall Police issued joint guidance urging dog owners to keep dogs on leads near livestock and to act responsibly. The new law:

· Extends offences to include incidents on roads and public rights of way.

· Officially recognises alpacas and llamas as livestock.

· Grants police greater powers, including the ability to seize dogs, enter premises under warrant and collect forensic evidence.

I publicly welcomed the legislation as a long‑overdue step in protecting farmers and livestock, given the significant distress and financial loss such incidents cause. This is particularly important in Torridge, where public paths frequently cross grazing land and we have a lot of sheep. New laws to protect livestock backed by council and police - News

Support needed for Rural Households, farmers and Businesses
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I have written to Chancellor Rachel Reeves seeking support for rural household and businesses. Not only in relation to heating oil, but LPG, red diesel, fertiliser, road fuel- all of those commodities which are seeing prices hikes due to the war in Iran and are disproportionately affecting rural areas. There are price caps on energy for all urban residents but not for us in rural areas and that’s not fair- regardless of household income. As we know the chancellor has pledged money to support heating oil costs but only for those who are “eligible”. Farmers and rural communities facing ‘perfect storm’ as fuel costs spike - North Devon Today, Domestic Abuse Support Strategy

Devon County Council approved a new four‑year Domestic Abuse Support in Safe Accommodation Strategy (2026–2030). This includes expanding refuge capacity, enhancing therapeutic support and improving access for individuals acing additional barriers. The strategy is part of Devon’s wider coordinated approach to interpersonal violence and abuse. New four-year plan agreed to strengthen domestic abuse support across Devon - News

Cllr Lock reported the S106 for the proposal at Towel Lane has still not been signed. There is a TDC heating and hardship fund available from TDC which goes live on the 1st April. New Council tax notices have been sent TDC’s increase is 3%. Local Government Regenreation is still going on, the consultation has closed. Cllr Lock has had a meeting with SWW. Cllr Lock and Cllr Elliott were thanked very much for their grants to the parish council. 
6. Tennis Court, a further email has been received from Mr Hartford regarding the cost of his solicitors’ fees, after discussion it was decided to reply, at the Parish Council meeting the area to be transferred was discussed the Parish Councillors are unsure of the actual area, please is it possible to have a map so this can be clarified. Cllr Lock our District Councillor suggested we ask TDC solicitor for advice which we will do just to be clear in our minds, as they are used to dealing with legal affairs for Parish Councils. At present the Parish Council pay to have the area around the pond cut to keep tidy.
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 









	652
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	653
	TDC payroll
	£


8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC          
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	No S106 has been agreed or signed

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/0739/2025/FUL
	Proposed agricultural track and highway access (affecting the public right of way) land at grid reference 254726 1157991
	Permitted

	1/0894/2025/LBC
	Erection of rear extension, Parsonage Beaford
	Withdrawn

	1/0895/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and associated works, grid reference 254241 116529 Beaford
	Being considered

	1/0885/2025/FUL
	Conversion and extension of existing storage rooms to

habitable space ancillary to main dwelling and associated

works. Chaplands, Beaford  
	Permitted

	1/0069/2026/FUL
	Installation of a track to barn, Land at Mill Road
	Permitted


i. Update once again on Towell Lane. Cllr Lock said that the application was validated in May 2020 - nearly six years ago. And still no signed and agreed Sec 106 on the planning portal. 
9. Speedwatch, no report. 
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10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. The grass has been cut once, there was some question as to the area the Parish council contractor is cutting for the night landing site, this is to be clarified, Mr Steer is cutting the rest of the grass area by the hall about twice a month.                                    Advice is to be sought by the Hall committee on the heating system as they have a new grant available to them. On the 20th June there is the Motor Bike Show.

11. Correspondence i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 29th April 2026    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm
ANNUAL PARISIH MEETING, 7.30PM

…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 27th May 2026 Parish Council meeting. 
