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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 25th June 2025
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr R Huxtable Cllr J Davies and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance –Cllr Elliott District Councillor
Apologies Cllr C Steer Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor and Cllr R Lock
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests

should be updated.
Public Participation
1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th May were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
i. Councillor vacancy, Mary Ritson has put her name forward, the Parish Councillors are very pleased to welcome Mary onto the Parish Council we look forward to working with her.
ii. Website, a quote for an independent website has been obtained another one is to be sought.
3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment is in good order. A load of soil is coming to fill in the holes on the Green, thank you to Mr Rodgers for the soil and Cllr Huxtable for doing the work.
ii. Fatal accident on the A3124, emails have been received from residents, the Parish Council would support the erection of reflective bollards at the site.
The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115 
4. Highway Issues, a letter to the land owner by footpath 5 has been sent in the hope the footpath will be cleared of fallen trees, this has not worked so Mr M Caddy the PROW officer is to be asked again for the next move. Photo’s have been sent as well.     






      The barrier by the school has been knocked, Cllr Davies has been in touch with highways, also the  school flashing sign is working but not the 20mph element of it.                                                                                                                                                
5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin reported you will be pleased to hear I spent a day traveling throughout Torrington Rural in the Highways van with our neighbourhood highways officer this month. We were looking at the state of our roads, and I was learning about different methods and processes and finding out about what has been prioritised for future work. As well as this, it was the opportunity for me to highlight the many roads and areas that have been raised with me by local residents in the past few months. It looks to me that it will be really frustrating not knowing when work is scheduled to be done despite being on “the list”. I’m also keen to find out more about innovative ways and processes to improve our roads, as well as saving money on so much that is wasted through external contractors. I attended the public meeting in the pannier market from Torrington Regeneration Board to find out what has been happening and some of their planned projects. They have created a new website for the town, building on the original OneGreatTorrington 
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website that was set up 5 years ago. This website has new branding and will be updated regularly to show all of the local events taking place etc. I was particularly interested to find out about the Tarka the Otter Trail initiative which will involve a number of sculptures across Great Torrington and the Commons, and a dedicated book linking to the trail. The regeneration board is looking for people to join them, so if you would like to join or have any ideas for the town please email great-torrington@torridge.gov.uk  As your county councillor I have £8000 available through the locality budget! Very exciting! This can be used for projects that benefit the local community. Please get in touch with me first if you are interested in applying. The application form is very simple and can be found here along with more information about who can apply and what it can be used to support: Locality budgets - Democracy in Devon.                                                                                    I was really pleased to be invited to the Friends of Great Torrington Library’s AGM and to hear from their guest speaker Alex Kittow, Chief Executive of Libraries Unlimited. I heard about the numerous craft events, message in a bottle, bounce and rhyme, walk and talk, plans for a repair café, and being the only place to print in Great Torrington. The friends have raised £1500 from book sales and do such a fab job volunteering at the library. Summer ‘25 has a new reading scheme with an underwater adventure theme, launching 12th July! The importance of the summer reading challenge was really emphasised, and I learned that children drop two reading levels at school if they don’t read over the summer holidays! There was a reminder too that libraries are a charity. Libraries Unlimited run 54 libraries across Devon, have 2.3million visits, and receive help from more than 700 volunteers offering more than 24,000 volunteer hours (including teenagers doing their Duke of Edinburgh Award!). Yes reading is a tool to increase life chances. But libraries are much more than a place to borrow books. The slogan for Libraries Unlimited is “Enriching lives, building communities”, they are a community hub where everyone is welcome and libraries are for everybody. And in terms of looking after the environment, libraries are the ultimate form of recycling. Why buy when you can borrow?      I was shocked to hear on the news the plans to phase out fire service co-responders across the Southwest and put forward a response on the same day, and will be looking to find out the details and whether the decision can be reconsidered. Devon County Council's concern at plans to phase out co-responder service - News I also gave my response to central government’s spending review: Devon councillor and farmer blasts spending review for neglecting rural communities                           Finally… please can I ask you to support The Globe Hotel community project in Great Torrington if you are able. They held a well-attended public meeting Saturday 14th June and they are well on their way to purchasing the building. I believe there is currently around £150,000 raised but the goal they need to reach is £230,000. Luckily they have been able to extend the deadline to raise the money. Once the amount is raised the hotel will be owned by the community and a grant of more than half a million pounds will be released by central government towards its renovation. The aim of the globe project is to provide a training hotel to train young people in the hospitality sector. It would raise aspirations and would transform our town centre. Wouldn’t it be great to have a hotel right next door to our Plough Arts Centre! Community shares start at just £50. Please spread the word with everyone and encourage them to invest. Link to crowdfunder here: The Globe Hotel Torrington - a Community crowdfunding project in Torrington by The Globe Hotel Torrington                                                       Cllr Elliott reported Update on parking machines across the district’s car parks. We are in the process of installing brand new latest generation of parking machines. They have all the individuals’ tariffs on the easy-to-use colour screens. Still exceptions cash, however we will have to reassess this possibly in 2 to 3 years’ time as a couple years ago the number of cash transactions was over 30 thousand. The last year this has dropped to just over 16 thousand transactions.       These new machines have a lifespan roughly of 15 to 20 years. Some of the machines will be a mix of solar only, mains and solar and some will just be mains. But there is hope that after the first year, they may be all solar. The machines are capable of both.                                                                                                              We have also signed up to the NPP (National parking platform) which has the ability to allow one code for a carp ark to show on a number of different parking apps on your phone. So, you don’t have 
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to keep downloading another app every time you park up somewhere different. This will hopefully go live next year. We are on the verge of braking if not already, £2 million on income from parking. Although that sounds great and helps towards the councils’ expenses. To manage the car parks comes at a cost. The refurb that was carried out on river bank car park 2 years ago, cost £500,000. The cost top the company that collects our cash from the machines is £40,000 a year. Why don’t we collect it ourselves, it is cheaper to outsource as when you consider the training for all the staff so they can all do it. The insurance on the vehicle/s used. The fact that another council that does so, they have to replace their van every 2 years due to the wear on the suspension from the weight ect and that’s with heavy duty suspension. Consider all the lock boxes ect and security involved as well. Currently in Westward Ho, we are trialing extending our chargeable times. At the moment it is 0800hrs to 1800hrs, but we are trialing 0800hrs to 1900hrs. The idea of this is to see whether the extra hour of charge will reduce the need for the increase in parking fees. There will be a report at the end of the year. Ev charging, we have terminated our contract with the previous supplier for ev charging points under the non-performance clause. The new contract is currently out for tender. The idea is to have 25 across the district by the end of the year.                                                                Cllr Lock reported on Towell Lane - enforcement notice is still at appeal stage and as such TDC will not be able to take any action at this time., Should the appeal be dismissed there will be a compliance attached to the notice, that will need to pass before any legal action can be taken. Towell Farm - the applicants are still not accepting the affordable section of the development, TDC are not going to waiver/change anything so has told the applicants that it will be refused if they do not agree the current 106 agreement.
6. Tennis Court, it is being well used, the fence has been mended.
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 
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	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	637 
	Community First
	£328.28


i. The Short Mat Bowls club have asked for a contribution from the Parish Council, at present the Parish Council are not giving to any organisations, so the suggestion was for the Parish 

Council to suggest to the short mat bowls to apply for Cllr Cottle-Hunkin’s Locality Budget. 
8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC      404     
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	No S106 has been agreed or signed

	1/0074/2025/FUL
	Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with associated guest accommodation. Great Warham, Beaford,
	

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/0256/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural machinery shed and track and access, land at grid reference 255192 15510 Beaford 
	The question of need is to be raised.


9. Speedwatch, held some sessions last week, Joy has taken over being the co-ordinator since Cllr Pearce has been unwell, there seems to be less speeding through the village at present, thank you to everyone.
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10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. Cllr Davies is to look at the bins in the interim when Cllr Pearce is unable to. A letter of thanks is to be sent to Dennis Buswell for all the dedication and effort he has put into the chairmanship of the Village Hall committee. The Parish Council have a Southwest Fixings account; this will stay dormant until required. 

11. Correspondence

i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated.
The question of moving the angle of the night landing site light was raised, the reply from DAAT was: “With regards to your query for using the light, yes we can land at dark sites using Night Vision goggles, but where we have lighting installed, we do still very much continue to use this facility. If you wish to adjust the tilt of the light to be more useful to your activities, then we can potentially see that as a reasonable request.  If the change still means it’s generally still facing southwards down the field, then that would likely to be fine by us.  However, if for example, you want to light up the tennis courts behind, then that would be more of a problem for us.  If you could kindly let us have a bit more information on what direction you envisage changing it too, that would be most helpful.” 
A reply is to be sent.

Mrs Brenda Huggins has kindly written to the Parish Council congratulating them on such a wonderful park and maintained play facility for all to enjoy. Also offering a tree if ever required on behalf of herself her husband Neil from Albion Plants. An email is to be sent thanking her very much for the letter and the very much apricated offer of a tree, when there is a future celebration the Parish Council will take up the very kind offer. 
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 30th July 2025    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm 
 Parish Council Meeting

…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 10th/ 17th September 2025 Parish Council meeting. 
TO BE AGREED
