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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 28th May 2025
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr R Huxtable Cllr C Steer Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor Cllr R Lock Cllr Elliott District Councillors 
Apologies Cllr J Davies 
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests

should be updated.
Public Participation
Cllr Pearce seconded by Cllr Steer proposed Cllr Underhill to be re-elected as Chairman; all in favour Cllr Underhill accepted the post. 

Cllr Huxtable seconded by Cllr Berry proposed Cllr Steer to be re-elected as Vice Chairman, all in favour, Cllr Steer accepted the post.

Parish Hall Representative, Cllr Berry was proposed by Cllr Pearce and seconded by Cllr Underhill, Cllr Berry accepted the post.

Footpath representative Cllr Huxtable was proposed to continue.

Tennis Club representative Cllr Huxtable was proposed to continue.

Village Warden Cllr Pearce agreed to continue doing an excellent job.

Snow Warden it was agreed everyone would pitch in.

1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 30th April were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
i. Councillor vacancy, the TDC notice for 10 electors to come forward for an election ends on the 2nd June, if this is a no, then the vacancy will be advertised.

ii. Website, the hall committee have kindly agreed to host the Parish Council information, but it was decided to get some quotes for the Parish Council to have an independent website. 

3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment is in good order. 
ii. Some of the benches need attention and oiling, it was agreed to ask Mr R Heard to undertake the job. Dog fouling in the village was raised this will be highlighted in the Bugle.
iii. Fatal accident on the A3124, emails have been received from residents, the Highway superintendent has been copied in along with the new DC Councillor, the Parish Council cannot carry out Speedwatch at the site as it is out of the 30 mph zone. A reply email is to be sent.
The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115 
4. Highway Issues, letters to the land owners by footpath 5 have been sent in the hope the footpath will be cleared of fallen trees.                                                                                                                                                        
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5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin reported firstly, hello as your new county councillor! It’s great to finally meet you all and I look forward to working with you. Over the past few weeks, we have had our induction and training sessions as well as our first full council AGM and cabinet meeting.












The county results for the new council are that there is no single party control. Of the 60 seats, the Lib Dems won the most with 27, Reform UK, new to the council won 18 seats; the Conservative Party – 7 seats; Green Party – 6; Independents – 2; with the Labour Party now having no seats on the council. This is a significant change at County Hall, where the Conservatives had been in control since 2009. 80% of the county councillors are new. https://www.devon.gov.uk/news/new-leader-makes-vulnerable-children-and-fixing-roads-two-of-his-top-priorities/                                                  Cllr Julian Brazil was voted in as our leader and I was really honoured to be asked to be on his cabinet with the portfolio for rural affairs. This is a brand-new role that has been formed at the County Council and I really look forward to what it will bring to the council as a whole. Torrington’s new county councillor given rural affairs cabinet role - North Devon Today                                                     I attended the Devon County Show and was pleased to speak alongside Cllr Brazil about rural isolation here in Devon, including the lack of public transport and poor access to services as well as the isolation experienced by farmers and the farming community.                                                         At our AGM we also voted to install “swift boxes” to some of DCC’s buildings, a quick and easy way to protect this declining species, and we will be lobbying central government to require all new builds to install “swift bricks” as standard. At our first cabinet meeting we heard about plans to improve support for foster carers and agreed to bring allowances in line with national levels, reduce council tax charges for registered foster carers in line with neighbouring authorities, and have also introduced an “equipment fund” to provide carers with equipment such as new mattresses, buggies and car seats. We hope this will show how much we value our foster carers and the important job they do, and increase retention rates across Devon. https://www.devon.gov.uk/children-families-education/news/councillors-agree-improved-support-for-devon-foster-carers/                                         I have lots of informal meetings lined up to be briefed on various issues including broadband, and also a day with our neighbourhood highways officer to have a look at the state of our roads and finding out what has been prioritised for future work as well as highlighting with him the many roads that have been raised with me by local residents in the past few months.                                               I was so sorry to hear of the fatal accident in Beaford a couple of weeks ago. Local residents have been in contact with me and also the County Road Safety Manager. I was informed that Devon County Council do not have any current concerns about speeding or the road environment as being factors in this collision. However I am willing to look at the bend there and I understand there has been a suggestion of bollards in the past? I would welcome input and thoughts from the parish council here as I am very new to this.






                            Cllr Elliott reported that a new PCSO should soon be in post. Regarding the fatal accident speedwatch cannot be undertaken at that site, only in the 30mph zone.                                             Cllr Lock reported on AGNB planning applications for agricultural buildings, Parish Councils are not a consultee so do not get informed about these applications and these types of application are decided within 28 days.  Cllr Lock updated the meeting on the Towell lane application, the applicants are unwilling to sign the S106 due to the Affordable housing requirement that is making the project uneconomical, the government have reduced the discount to 34% but there is still the S106 education, Beaford Village Hall and green space maintenance elements to be taken into consideration, hopefully in the next two months an agreement will be signed.
6. Tennis Court, no update
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 
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	633
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	634
	Internal Auditor
	£75.00


i. Agree and sign the Annual Governance Statement; 

ii. Agree and sign the Accounting Statement.  
iii. Agree and sign the Exemption for all it was proposed by Cllr Steer seconded by Cllr Pearce all in favour.
iv. Fixed Asset Register this was circulated to councillors

8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC      404     
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	No S106 has been agreed or signed

	1/0074/2025/FUL
	Demolition of existing dwelling and erection of replacement dwelling with associated guest accommodation. Great Warham, Beaford,
	

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/0256/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural machinery shed and track and access, land at grid reference 255192 15510 Beaford 
	


9. Speedwatch, data is to be posted in the Bugle.
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. Maintenance person, it was agreed to ask Mr R Heard on a job-by-job basis to carry out the maintenance work around the village, all in agreement. It was thought the Air Ambulance no longer requires the night landing light at the site, so an email is to sent to asking for confirmation, so the light direction can be moved to be more advantageous for community events.
. 
11. Correspondence

i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated.
ii. Elan City Warranty, the cost of the warranty is £199 per annum, it was agreed not to go for the cover and pay for any repairs etc when required. 
There has been fly tipping around the village a notice will be put in the Bugle.

Date of next meeting: Wednesday 25th June 2025    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm 
Annual Parish Council Meeting

…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 30th July 2025 Parish Council meeting. 
