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BEAFORD PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 25th February 2026
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr S Berry Cllr R Huxtable Cllr M Ritson Cllr R Pearce and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Member of the public
Apologies Cllr C Steer Cllr J Davies Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor Cllr R Lock Cllr Elliott
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests

should be updated.
Public Participation Clarity was given by Mr J Ritson on his work being carried out, it is not permanent
1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st January were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
ii. Website, progress is being made, further information needs to be sent.
ii. Defibrillator, Cllr Davies said the defib needs a new battery, a new battery is £250, a new defibrillator is £900, this is to be considered. 
iii. The Wicksteed inspection is to be ordered.
3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment is all in order. 

Cllr Lock has kindly agreed to grant £400 towards a new bench for the Village Green, Marmax a company, using recycled materials were looked at, the proposal was a brown traditional one or a rainbow one, after a vote, the rainbow one got the vote, but on looking at the cost the rainbow one is over £100 more expensive, the application will be sent.
Cllr Elliott has also kindly agreed to grant £400, it was suggested and agreed to purchase a new Notice Board for outside of the school, as the present one is in a state of disrepair. 

The litter bins are all fine, the tree on the Village Green is to be trimmed up.
The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115                    4. Highway Issues, i. public footpaths, the footpaths have been reported but please keep reporting. Cllr Huxtable has another volunteer to help with the footpaths, the volunteers are endeavouring to get footpaths 4 and 5 cleared, Matin Caddy did respond to Cllr Ritsons reported of slippery steps, on a footpath not in the parish which subsequently got closed. 
Beaford Moor Road has been reported the response was that it was not sufficiently poor to carry out any work, Cllr Lock disputed this. Commenting to Cllr Cottle-Hunkin Beaford Moor is a death trap waiting to happen.  Even if you are a regular user like myself and think you know the potholes - you can only swerve to avoid them if there is no oncoming traffic!

The existing ones are getting deeper and new ones appearing all the time, I ask that you make such repairs a priority before there is a fatal accident

ii. The Snow Warden scheme was discussed, ideally the Parish Council would like a volunteer, a notice is going to be put in the Bugle, “Village Winter Hero Required” 
iii. The parking on the junction with Towell Lane, has improved following a visit from a PCSO.
There are now two PCSO’s in post, Dave Condron and Gail Cole, there information will be published in the Bugle.
30777@dc.police.uk for Dave Condron 07890905230.
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 5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin Councillor report January and February have been significant months for Devon. Devon County Council has now agreed its 2026–27 budget, our first full budget under the new administration, setting a clear direction: stabilising essential services, starting to repair what has been neglected, and investing in the foundations that keep our rural communities moving. Devon Council spending plans for next year with nearly 5 per cent tax increase - Yahoo News UK

£19 Million Extra for Highways Including £4 Million for Drainage and Gullies

The condition of Devon’s roads remains one of the biggest concerns for residents, especially after the severe storms and freeze thaw damage we have faced this winter.

I’m sure you will all be pleased to hear this year’s budget includes £19 million of additional highways funding, with £4 million of this ringfenced specifically for drainage and gullies.

Improving drainage is one of the most effective forms of preventative work. When water is allowed to sit on or under the surface, roads deteriorate rapidly. This investment will support more ditching, gully clearing and preventative work, helping reduce future potholes and protect new resurfacing work. There are also plans to work more closely with town and parish councils on highways issues over the coming years through a “Community Protocol”, strengthening local input and collaboration.

The reality is that it would take hundreds of millions of pounds to bring Devon’s roads up to standard because they are now in such a poor condition, after more than a decade of decline and underfunding. However, I sincerely hope the £19M increase in funding this year will deliver noticeable improvements. Let’s all hope for some drier weather and progress on the ground.

As the weather improves, highways teams will move from winter emergency response into planned resurfacing and extensive drainage work. Please continue reporting problems, the easiest way to do this is through the “DCC- report a problem” website; your reports directly help prioritise work. Report a problem - Roads and transport

Protecting Essential Services

Despite huge funding pressures, (and National Government not properly recognising the impacts of Devon being a huge rural county and the significant increased costs of delivering services compared to urban areas), Devon County Council has delivered a balanced budget for the year ahead. The budget was approved unanimously by Council, with 52 votes in favour, 2 abstentions and 0 against. This strong level of support demonstrates the shared commitment across the council to prioritise essential services and ensure long term financial stability.

Adult social care represents nearly half of the Council’s total spend, and demand continues to rise as Devon has one of the oldest populations in the UK. The budget aims to stabilise and modernise services while maintaining dignity and independence for those who rely on support.

There has also been major national news for children’s services and SEND. The Government has confirmed it will write off around 90% of councils’ historic SEND deficits, including 90% of Devon’s £200 million High Needs overspend. This deficit was not caused by local overspending; councils were required to support children’s needs even as national funding fell behind. The write off essentially corrects a long-standing national funding gap, but nonetheless the news was a very welcome relief. Most of Devon County Council £200m SEND debt cleared - BBC News

Libraries, Community Investment and Locality Funding

The response to the recent Devon Libraries consultation has been nothing short of incredible. More than 22,000 residents took part, which is around four times more than the last major library consultation. This shows just how much our communities value their libraries. Libraries, especially in rural areas, are warm hubs, digital access points, advice centres, learning spaces and vital community meeting places, going far beyond the statutory book-lending service.

The results of the consultation will be published later in the spring, but, as cabinet member with responsibility for libraries, I have been attending many community meetings as part of the 
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consultation, and the message from the public has been very clear: residents truly value these spaces and want their libraries protected. I am really pleased that the Council will be keeping the library budget the same as last year at just over £7M, with an extra £1M set aside to invest in genuine transformation of libraries and community-led improvements. Devon libraries budget sees surprise plot twist in new funding reversal - North Devon Today

I also want to highlight the great success of the new Youth Grant “Places to go, things to do”. All £160,000 was allocated in the form of small grants right across Devon. It was so successful that I am pleased to say we are continuing with it this year. It has been brilliant to see new youth groups form and to be able to support more activities for our young people, especially in areas where they are a long way from any kind of youth centre.

Locality (community) budgets are also increasing, with each County Councillor receiving £10,000 from April to fund projects specifically within their area, supporting community organisations. These small grants can make a really big difference at parish level, supporting a range of initiatives, from youth work, events, equipment, to accessibility improvements.

Rail Investment and The Tarka Line

Later this month, I will be attending the Northern Devon Railway Development Alliance (NDRDA) Rail Convention, where one of my key priorities will be making the case for urgent upgrades to the Tarka Line, and the need to find a parking solution at Eggesford Station. This rail route is vital for our rural economy, education, commuting and connectivity, yet it continues to suffer from reliability issues and outdated infrastructure.

Our petition, taken to Parliament by Ian Roome MP, has already received encouraging responses from ministers and National Rail. We are determined to keep up the pressure for proper long-term investment in the line. Tarka Line rail investment petition handed to Parliament - BBC News

Broadband

There is finally some real progress being made in relation to broadband and Project Gigabit. I have for months requested meetings with government ministers, and last month had an online meeting with Programme Director Andrew Field from Building Digital UK (BDUK). I have also been working with Devon MPs, and the government have now reopened the voucher scheme for suppliers. We are currently looking at which areas are best placed to use these, with the voucher deadline being August. I will update when I have more information.

Cllr Elliott reported A long winded and detailed report for you this time around, I thought I would make up for not having much to say the last month or two.

At Torridge, we have a balanced budget for the financial year ahead (26/27) but we have had to use £400,000 of our reserves to do this. The good news, is that we only had to use £12,000 of our reserves for the year (25/26). However, due to the Labour government cutting rural authority funding, going forward, this will require us to find circa £1 million for the years ahead as our reserves are forecasted to run out by around the 27/28 financial year.

Here is a graph to show how the government has cut our funding.

We need £13.7 million to run our services and contribute to reserves. We can raise £13.3 million from local taxes and government grants. This is where we draw £400,000 from our budget stabilisation reserve.

The impact of the funding cut from government will be felt in 27/28 and this is to be around £537,000, while our costs to carry out the services we provide obviously rise.

We must hand over a stable authority to the new unitary, however that may look. There is the consultation currently running on the new unitary and we encourage that everyone fills it out and have your say. It is looking like the new unitary will be in place by April

2028 and by this time next year we should have a better timetable as to where, when and what is happening.

COUNCIL TAX, THE DREADED ANNUAL RISE:

Clarity; We have not yet voted on whether to raise council tax and these figures are for Torridge’s portion only and not what the other council tax beneficiaries intend to do. However, reality is we need to, otherwise our reserves will run out quicker. If we don’t increase council tax, it will save you and I, the tax payer 11p a week (on a band D). It will though, cost the council £154,000 a year FOREVER as due the referendum we cannot increase it enough to ever catch up, being restricted to 2.99%

Below is a graph on how not raising council will affect when our budget stabilisation reserve runs out.

How the government’s decision will affect business rates:
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This is based on a formula, a formula which favours urban areas rather than rural areas.

All doom and gloom. However, I hope that explaining why we need to increase and why we do it (subject to a full council vote), gives clarity to those that are quick to slate us for doing so. Just a reminder, for every £1 of council tax paid, Torridge only get to keep £0.07 (7.7p to be exact)

6. Tennis Court, the email from Mr Hartford has been responded too, it seems his solicitors are unable to deal with a commercial transfer which it seems this is, so they have had to get another solicitor from Betram to deal with the transfer. Tozers will be contacted to ensure they are able to deal with this type of transfer and to get a quote, so the Parish Council is aware of the proposed cost. 
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 









	651
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00


8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC          
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	No S106 has been agreed or signed

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/10739/2025/FUL
	Proposed agricultural track and highway access (affecting the public right of way) land at grid reference 254726 1157991
	

	1/0894/2025/LBC
	Erection of rear extension, Parsonage Beaford
	

	1/0895/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and associated works, grid reference 254241 116529 Beaford
	

	1/0885/2025/FUL
	Conversion and extension of existing storage rooms to

habitable space ancillary to main dwelling and associated

works. Chaplands, Beaford  
	

	1/0069/2026/FUL
	Installation of a track to barn, Land at Mill Road
	No objections


i. Update once again on Towell Lane. Cllr Lock emailed Helen Smith saying that the application was validated in May 2020 - nearly six years ago. And still no signed and agreed Sec 106 on the planning portal. Latest update from Ms Smith received this morning. Section 106 has been circulated for signing. There are 3 or 4 parties beyond the District and County Council- hence taking a longer time. Once signed and completed the legal agreement is received and checked- permission can be released.  
9. Speedwatch, the Speedwatch devise was not working correctly so the session could not take place, a session will resume again next week.  
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. The painting session was very well supported, thank you to all those who helped. The Hall is to obtain its own supply of grit/salt before next winter. A lot of functions are coming up in the hall.
11. Correspondence i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 25th March 2026    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm 

…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 29th April 2026 Parish Council meeting. 
APRIL 29TH ANNUAL PARISIH MEETING, 7.30PM

