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BEAFORD PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 29th July 2026
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr J Davies Cllr R Huxtable Cllr M Ritson Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Cllr R Lock Councillor Cllr Elliott
Apologies Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County 

Co-option: Mr M Underhill prepared a letter of interest to become a Parish Councillor, which was read to the meeting, Mr Underhill was duly co-opted onto the Parish Council

Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interest

should be updated.
Public Participation 

1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 24th June were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
i. Clerks appointment, Ellie Pearce was welcomed to the meeting, an interview has been held but to formally agree the appointment it was proposed by Cllr Berry, seconded by Cllr Huxtable to appoint Ellie as Beaford Parish Council clerk, all in favour. The date of appointment will commence on the 1st September 2026.Cllr R Pearce declared a prejudicial interest. 

The email address for future correspondence is: Beafordparishcouncil@outlook.com

ii. Website, the site is now up and running more information needs to be uploaded.
Ii The Wicksteed inspection, is complete.
3.  Chairman’s Report i. Sale of the top of the Hall Car Park, a very well-attended public meeting chaired by the hall committee was held on the 29th June, the asking price is in excess of £30,000. The estate agents are GTH. The deadline for offers is the end of December. The Hall will be undertaking fund raising events to try and raise the money to purchase the area for the community of Beaford.
New legislation regarding community assets is being introduced in September, making it more difficult to sell off a Community Asset. 

ii. The Village Green, the play equipment. The new seat is due to be put in place this week. The Notice board also needs to be put in place. A grant is to be sought for new swings, to include a disabled one. 


The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115 
 4. Highway Issues, i. public footpaths, please keep reporting. Footpath 16 by the river is now clear, there is a tree down which will act as natural habitat, on footpath 15 the latch is broken on the gate, Cllr Pearce said he would fix that.  
ii. The reflective bollards at the garage end of the village, ongoing. The lack of white lines has also been reported highlighting by the school, it was reported that the lines have been inspected in May, with the conclusion that if lining was required it would be undertaken.
. 
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5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin reported Local Government Reorganisation – Government Decision Announced

The biggest piece of local government news is the Government's decision on the future structure of local government in Devon.

On 16 July 2026, the Government confirmed that the current two-tier system of Devon County Council and District Councils will be replaced by four new unitary authorities. The model chosen was based on proposals submitted by Exeter and Plymouth City Councils.

What does this mean?

Under the new arrangements:

· Devon County Council will eventually cease to exist.

· District councils, including Torridge District Council, will also be abolished.

· A new Devon Coast and Countryside unitary authority will be created covering the majority of rural Devon, including Torridge.

· Expanded unitary authorities will also be created for Exeter, Plymouth and Torbay.

What happens next?

The Government has made it clear that:

· There will be no immediate changes to local services.

· Detailed transition planning will now begin.

· Elections to the new authorities are expected in 2027.

· The new councils are anticipated to become fully operational in 2028.

What does this mean for Torrington Rural?

There is still much detail to be worked through, but parish councils should be aware that:

· Services currently split between Devon County Council and Torridge District Council will eventually be delivered by a single authority.

· There will be important discussions about local representation, service delivery, assets, staffing and community engagement.

· It will be vital that rural communities continue to have a strong voice during the transition process.

As your County Councillor, I will continue advocating for effective representation of our rural communities and ensuring that parish councils are fully engaged as plans develop.

My Concerns About the Government's Decision

I am deeply disappointed by the Government's decision to adopt the Exeter and Plymouth proposal. Of all the options put forward for Devon, I believe this is by far the worst outcome for Torridge and many rural communities across the county.

I was outraged by the Government's announcement, which appeared to focus almost exclusively on the benefits for Plymouth and Exeter whilst giving insufficient consideration to the needs and challenges of rural Devon. In my opinion, the Government has failed to properly represent the interests of the many people who live, work and run businesses in our rural communities.

Distance and Accessibility

The proposed Devon Coast and Countryside authority covers a huge geographical area with no urban centre. Travel times from the furthest north to south and west to east parts of the authority could exceed two hours.

Financial Pressures

Although the Devon Coast and Countryside authority may have the largest population of the four new unitaries, it will also inherit by far the largest rural road network (5,000 miles to maintain).

As we all know, many of these roads are already deteriorating before our eyes, particularly those in the rural areas. I am concerned that residents in what includes some of the most deprived areas of the South West could face increasing council tax pressures as the new authority struggles to raise sufficient funding to maintain highways and essential infrastructure to an acceptable standard.

Lack of a Natural Administrative Centre

Unlike Plymouth, Exeter and Torbay, the new rural authority does not include a major urban hub which could naturally serve as its administrative base.
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Questions remain about where the authority would be headquartered and whether significant expenditure may eventually be required to establish suitable offices or meeting facilities in a more central location. Taxpayers will rightly expect close scrutiny of any such costs.

Economic Consequences

Many of the most deprived communities in Devon are located within the proposed Devon Coast and Countryside authority.

By separating these communities from the county's two largest economic centres, there is a fear that opportunities linked to urban growth, investment and regeneration may become more difficult to access in the future.

Rural Representation

Above all, I am concerned that this model weakens the voice of rural Devon at a time when our communities already face significant challenges. It is vital that villages, market towns and farming communities are not overlooked during the transition process.

In summary, I have grave concerns that this version of Local Government Reorganisation will have significant negative ramifications for residents living within the proposed Devon Coast and Countryside authority. I will continue to challenge proposals where necessary and advocate strongly for the interests of rural Devon.

The executive summary of the proposal selected by Government can be viewed here:

Exeter and Plymouth Joint Executive Summary: https://exeter.gov.uk/media/x1allonv/exeter-and-plymouth-joint-executive-summary-final.pdf

Proposed Devon Data Campus and Battery Storage Site

Many constituents will already be aware of the emerging proposal from Xlinks for a large-scale AI data centre campus and Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) between Great Torrington, Weare Giffard and Huntshaw.

According to information released by the developer, the project would occupy approximately 850 acres, with large data-centre warehouses 40m tall, extensive battery storage infrastructure (2,700 shipping containers) and associated facilities.

Community Concerns

Significant concerns have been raised by residents and local organisations regarding:

· Loss of productive agricultural land.

· Landscape and visual impact.

· Effects on biodiversity.

· Energy demand and grid capacity.

· Water usage.

· Public health concerns arising from noise and heat.

· Traffic impacts during construction and operation.

· The scale of development within a rural landscape and UNESCO Biosphere area.

Current Position

Importantly:

· No planning application has yet been submitted.

· Separate applications are expected for the data centre (outline planning) and battery storage facility (full planning).

· Public consultation events originally planned for July have been postponed by Xlinks and we are awaiting dates for further engagement.

My Position

I have been advised by some that, as a district and county councillor, I should remain neutral and sit on the fence until further information becomes available. However, having learned more about existing data centres and being told the scale of the proposal, I quickly came to the conclusion that I could not remain silent.

I am hugely concerned by what is being proposed and in my view, we already know enough to conclude that this is the wrong development in the wrong place.
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The scale of this proposal cannot be overstated. If approved, the Devon Data Centre would be the biggest data centre development in Europe, alongside what would also be one of the largest Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) in the world. This is a proposal of unprecedented scale for rural Devon and is difficult to even comprehend, It is bigger than the town of Great Torrington.

The proposal would remove 850 acres of productive agricultural land within a UNESCO Biosphere landscape. It includes areas of historic significance, including listed farmhouses, important wildlife habitats and land that contributes to our food security.

If a development of this scale can be built here, then it opens the door for similar developments almost anywhere in the country.

That is why I believe we must take a stand now. I cannot sit back and watch some of our most treasured landscapes being lost forever. The consequences of decisions like these are irreversible and irreparable. We must fight to protect our area, our communities and the countryside that makes North Devon and Torridge so special.

Whilst I fully support investment, job creation and economic growth in Torridge, I remain wholly unconvinced that the claimed benefits outweigh the enormous impact this proposal would have on our communities, countryside, infrastructure and quality of life.

I will continue to work with residents, parish councils, campaign groups, our Member of Parliament and colleagues across all political parties to ensure this proposal receives the highest possible level of scrutiny and challenge.

I have already written to Government ministers and Devon MPs together with other county council cabinet members, raising concerns about the location of hyperscale AI infrastructure in rural areas and calling for Rural Impact Assessments to become a mandatory part of the decision-making process. I have also submitted a Parliamentary petition calling for an urgent moratorium on data centres and large-scale battery storage facilities outside designated AI Growth Zones. I am currently waiting to find out whether the petition has been accepted onto the gov.uk website before I can promote it.

Protecting rural communities and ensuring that national policy properly reflects rural realities will remain a key priority for me.

Transparency and Consultation

I am extremely disappointed that Xlinks chose to postpone its public information events at such short notice.

At a time when public concern is growing, this decision does little to inspire confidence and only reinforces the widespread feeling that local residents are not being properly informed.

It is absolutely essential that there is full disclosure of Xlinks' plans, together with a detailed explanation and evidence base for the claims and figures presented in the company's initial leaflet. Too many important questions remain unanswered.

I am increasingly concerned about the direction of travel from national Government regarding nationally significant infrastructure projects, particularly measures designed to accelerate approvals and reduce local influence. There is a growing perception that the voices and needs of rural communities are being sidelined in pursuit of centrally imposed targets and priorities.

As always, I am willing to work constructively across party lines where it is in the interests of local residents. On this issue, I believe it is vital that we all work together to ensure this proposal is subjected to the highest possible level of scrutiny and that local people have a genuine opportunity to influence decisions that could fundamentally and permanently alter the character of our area.

Site Visit with Devon County Council Leader

I was delighted to welcome Devon County Council Leader Cllr Julian Brazil and Cabinet Member Cllr Denise Bickley to Great Torrington recently.

As well as visiting the primary school, it was a valuable opportunity to walk part of the public footpath network that leads directly into the centre of the proposed data centre site and to drive around the wider development area, including the proposed 100-acre BESS site.
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I would encourage anyone interested in these proposals to visit the area themselves (but make sure you stick to the public footpaths!). Standing within the landscape and seeing the panoramic views stretching from Dartmoor to the North Devon coast provides a valuable perspective on the scale of what is being proposed and why so many local people regard the location as wholly inappropriate.

Local Plan Consultation

A reminder that Torridge and North Devon Councils want to hear from residents, businesses and service providers.

What do you value about living here?

This is your opportunity to influence the future of the place we call home.

The first scoping consultation for the new Local Plan is now open and closes on 11 August 2026. https://www.torridge.gov.uk/article/22565/Residents-invited-to-help-shape-new-local-plan-for-North-Devon-and-Torridge

Biodiversity Recording

For anyone taking part in the Big Butterfly Count, please consider using the iNaturalist app to record your observations and locations.

It would also be extremely helpful if residents could use the app to record other wildlife, including bats, birds, insects and other species in and around the proposed data centre and BESS sites.

This information can help build a clearer picture of the biodiversity that exists within the area and could provide useful evidence about the environmental importance of the site.

Recent Devon County Council Cabinet Matters

Financial Stability and Transformation

Cabinet has continued to monitor pressures in:

· Adult social care.

· Children's services.

· Home-to-school transport.

· Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

Like many councils nationally, Devon continues to face increasing demand for statutory services, making long-term financial sustainability a major priority.

Roads and Infrastructure

Investment in Devon's highway network remains a priority, including:

· Road maintenance.

· Pothole repair programmes.

· Bridge maintenance.

· Active travel and transport initiatives.

These remain particularly important for rural areas where reliable transport links are essential for residents, businesses and farming communities.

Economy and Rural Communities

Cabinet has continued to support:

· Economic growth initiatives.

· Rural business development.

· Skills programmes.

· Infrastructure projects intended to improve connectivity and resilience across Devon.

What You Can Do

I strongly encourage all residents, businesses, farmers, community organisations, town councils and parish councils to make their voices heard.

The decisions currently being discussed, whether through Local Government Reorganisation or the proposed Devon Data Campus and Battery Energy Storage System, have the potential to shape the future of our area for generations to come.

You can help by:

· Taking part in all future consultations and public engagement exercises.

· Responding to the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan consultation before 11 August 2026.
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· Attending public meetings and information events when they are announced.

· Encouraging neighbours, friends and family members to engage in the process.

· Recording local wildlife, habitats and biodiversity using the iNaturalist app and participating in initiatives such as the Big Butterfly Count.

· Sharing evidence about the environmental, agricultural, heritage and community value of the area.

· Contacting your local councillors, Member of Parliament and relevant decision-makers to ensure our voices are heard.

· Working constructively together across communities and political boundaries to protect what makes North Devon and Torridge special.

No one cares more about this area than the people who live and work here. If we do not speak up, others will make decisions on our behalf. Whether your concerns relate to the future of local government, the protection of our countryside, the preservation of productive farmland, or the character of our communities, now is the time to become involved.

The proposed Devon Data Campus would be the biggest data centre development in Europe and one of the largest battery storage developments in the world. If approved, it would permanently transform a significant area of rural North Devon. Equally, the decisions being taken through Local Government Reorganisation will have lasting consequences for how services are delivered and how rural communities are represented in the future.

Together, we can ensure that rural Devon is not overlooked and that the interests of our communities are properly represented in the decisions that will shape our future.

Supporting Our Rural Communities

The coming months will bring important discussions about both Local Government Reorganisation and major infrastructure proposals affecting North Devon and Torridge.

I know that many residents feel strongly about these issues, and rightly so.

My commitment remains to:

· Champion rural Devon.

· Protect productive farmland and our countryside.

· Ensure robust scrutiny of major developments.

· Maintain strong local representation throughout the reorganisation process.

· Work constructively with parish and town councils to secure the best possible outcomes for our communities.

If your council would like a further briefing on either the Local Government Reorganisation programme or the proposed Devon Data Centre, please do not hesitate to contact me. I am regularly posting on my councillor Facebook page, and this is a good place to go for updates too.
Cllr Lock reported LGR is not favourable at all to the greater part of Devon which Beaford is a part off, the population in this area will be 450,000 but where are the headquarters going to be, there will be a huge road network to deal with along with all the other services.  There is no economic hub. There are elections next year for the shadow council which will lead into the change to Unitary. Parish Council elections are also to be held next May.
Cllr Elliott has received no further information about his enquiry regarding PCSO’s visiting parish Council meetings or just being more visible. Xlinks was discussed, this is covered in Cllr Cottle-Hunkins report, Geoffrey Cox MP has agreed to chair the open meetings that are to be held in the Autumn.

The Local Plan can be completed by individuals along with the Parish Council  
6. Tennis Court, Cllr Underhill has received an email from Mr Hartford who is now offering the area beside the tennis court to the Parish Council, a reply is to be sent asking for a map of the exact area in question and also to ask that he has sight of the deeds to ensure the transfer is easier. It was also agreed to contact the solicitor and pause any further work, before a reply to the map and deeds are received. There was a proposal to accept the offer of the land by Cllr Pearce seconded by Cllr Ritson,             
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5 for and one abstention, so the motion was carried. The concern was that the length of time this has already taken and the cost and would the parish have been any worse off if no action had been taken. 
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 









	665
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	666
	Chloe Brunt website
	£200.00

	667
	Tozers
	£510.00


8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC          
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	 S106 has been agreed and signed

	1/0895/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and associated works, grid reference 254241 116529 Beaford
	

	1/0357/2026/FUL
	Part retrospective application for the erection of an

agricultural livestock building and hard standing (Affecting

a public right of way)

Location: Land At North Harepath, Beaford
	

	1/1521/2026/FUL
	Erection of an agricultural livestock building (Affecting a

public right of way)

Location: Land At North Harepath, Beaford, 
	No objections


9. Speedwatch, it was reported that the speedwatch was recalculated in the previous week. There is a possibility of another volunteer. Also, the garage end of the village has now been authorised for use for speedwatch sessions. On the last session 103 vehicles were recorded with not one speeding. The suggestion of cameras was discussed but this will come under data protection.
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. All bins are being emptied regularly even the one by the main road. The hall has set up a sub committee headed by Mr Spilstead to raise money to try and purchase the top half of the car park.
11. Correspondence i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated. Cllr Ritson would like to attend a DALC training session on “Biodiversity: practical measures to enhance wildlife and address recent legislation”, so this will be booked.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 23rd September 2026    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm
…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 28th October 2026 Parish Council meeting. 
