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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 26th November 2025
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr C Steer Cllr R Huxtable Cllr J Davies Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance – Cllr R Lock and Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Councillor

Apologies Cllr M Ritson Cllr Elliott District Councillor 

Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interests

should be updated.
Public Participation
1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 29th October were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
ii. Website, progress is being made, the domain name at a cost of £8 pa is going to be beafordparishcouncil.co.uk all in agreement. Further information needs to be sent.
ii. Defibrillator, Cllr Davies said he has mounted the defibrillator on his wall and it has been wired up, new pads are to be purchased.
iii. The Wicksteed inspection is to be ordered
3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment is in good order. The Village Hall field was cut about three weeks ago, there has been a Devon Air Ambulance training exercise carried out, the gate from the road onto the field is locked but the key is readily available. 
The litter bin by the road needs emptying, the one by the hall, school and Coombe layby have all been emptied, but the Coombe Lane one is full again. Cllr Pearce is to speak to Waste and Recycling regarding the road one to ensure TDC empty it. 

The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115                    4. Highway Issues, i. public footpaths, in Cllr Cottle-Hunkins report “I also chased up Martin Caddy in relation to the footpaths in Beaford and this is what I heard back today: “I completed my inspection of Beaford about 10 days ago – fp 4 was clear, crops harvested, and our cutting and maintenance programme has been completed.   I have some small works to do around fp 8 and some additional signage to install, but the Beaford network is ok.”






      But it was reported these footpaths are not clear, Cllr Cottle-Hunkin was given additional information and is to liaise with Mr Caddy. Some of the footpaths are very muddy due to the wet weather.
 5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin  I am organising lots of informal meetings at briefings at the moment with officers and organisations, particularly in relation to digital exclusion, rural deprivation, and how to better support isolated and rural communities. I hope we can help to develop more solutions in partnership. There is certainly a lot of energy and enthusiasm and we need to make sure we secure the finding to back it up. There is a real need to lobby for a change in policy and to help decision makers understand the impacts of rurality and the very different needs 













438            we have here in comparison with the urban-centric policies we often see, and make sure we receive the funding we need and deserve.                                






      We also had another meeting with the Chief executive of Stagecoach last month who has reconsidered the current pricing zones and we hope he will soon be making an announcement in relation to a bigger zone in North Devon (currently only the Barnstaple zone) which we hope will be an improvement, especially for those living in Great Torrington. We are also having a consultation in relation to Devon’s library service and this is being launched later this month- looking at how we can do things differently to create a long-term library strategy, taking into account the financial pressures but also looking at other opportunities- for example new technology and “open access” which is used successfully in other parts of the country to improve opening hours beyond staffed hours, and opening up opportunities for different groups and organisations to make better use of the library spaces as we see them more and more evolving into community hubs, not just places to take out books.












         Residents to be asked for their views on the future of Devon's library service - News                                      Local Government Reorganisation:
Devon County Council has now published its proposal for a new unitary council for the whole of Devon, also respecting the current unitaries in Plymouth and Torbay. This new unitary would include the county and the current Devon districts, and is known as the 9:1:1.                                              This proposal was debated in a Full Council at County Hall, livestreamed, on Friday 14th November, and advice from that council was passed to DCC Cabinet, which then made the final decision on Tuesday 18th November.










       The Devon County Council proposal makes a strong case that the most significant services, children's services and adult’s services, will benefit from the scale of a large unitary, and that there is significant risk in breaking the current county area into smaller unitaries to their conservation and improvement.











     The Devon County Council concept also centres on Neighbourhood Area Committees in Localities across the county. Likely to be 16 committees with local populations of 50,000, these committees will include towns & parishes, the voluntary sector, NHS, Police, Fire Service, business, chambers of commerce and more. Each committee will have 6 or 7 unitary councillors,



     The committees could take on a number of powers but these are yet to be defined by government. The way they are funded will emerge as the consultation in the new year begins, but there would be a commitment to having a Cabinet member for NACs, IT support, democratic officer support etc provided by the new unitary. One of the key ideas underpinning the new NACs is to mitigate the democratic deficit caused by the loss of district councils. If done well, they provide for the first time a single forum for all tiers of local government.








 Ideas from across Devon must be submitted by 28th November. It is expected that the districts will put forward 4:5:1, county 9:1:1, Exeter a new expanded unitary, Plymouth an expansion on their current unitary. Torbay is not yet clear and political decisions are yet to be made. They certainly wish to retain their current footprint, but in recent days an idea has come forward for them to expand their bound. The Secretary of State then assesses which proposals he wants to put out for consultation in the new year. This will be with other statutory consultees and not the public.




         In July he will make a decision as to the chosen option, but this date on previous evidence is likely to slip. Elections to an interim authority would be in May 2027, with the authority going fully live on vesting day in April 2028. 










        At our recent cabinet meeting one of our major decisions was to better support our foster carers. The chief executive of DCC issued an apology, recognising how the county’s fostering service could have performed better. We heard that Devon had seen a 30 per cent decline in foster carer numbers since the pandemic - down to around 225 from approximately 325 before covid - meaning more children in care were having to be put into residential care homes. At the meeting we approved a major £2million investment into the Authority’s fostering service as part of our drive to improve support for foster 













439       carers, which we hope will help to attract and retain foster carers. Cabinet backs £2m boost for Fostering Service  - News In relation to improving the education system in Devon, we have appointed Devon’s first independent strategic advisor for inclusion. Mark Vickers is recognised nationally with an MBE for his work and dedication to improving outcomes for vulnerable children. He will lead the implementation of Devon’s Inclusion and Learning Strategy and SEND Local Area Strategy in a pivotal moment to accelerate improvement and ensure equity across the education system.             Cllr Lock reported on Towell Lane planning – this is still not completed. The S106 has yet to be signed. Cllr Lock reported at the full TDC Council meeting this evening TDC voted for the 4.5.1 with TDC being in the 5 with Exeter, NDC, Mid Devon and East Devon, the vote was 19 for 6 against and one abstention. 
6. Tennis Court, the club has refloored the shed and veranda, installed solar panel lighting and cemented around the court as the fence was coming away.
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 









	647
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00


i. Grass cutting quote, it was proposed by Cllr Huxtable seconded by Cllr Pearce to accept Mr Bakers quote for £1735 for the 2026 growing season, all in favour.
ii. Discuss the precept, this will be agreed at the January meeting

8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC          
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	No S106 has been agreed or signed

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/0256/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural machinery shed and track and access, land at grid reference 255192 15510 Beaford 
	

	1/0829/2025/FUL
	New car port and new cob/stone boundary wall, Yew Tree Cottage, Beaford 
	

	1/10739/2025/FUL
	Proposed agricultural track and highway access (affecting the public right of way) land at grid reference 254726 1157991
	

	1/0894/2025/LBC
	Erection of rear extension, Parsonage Beaford
	No objections

	1/0895/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and associated works, grid reference 254241 116529 Beaford
	No objections

	1/0898/2025/FUL
	Erection of garage and porches, Canns Down Press, Beaford
	No objections


9. Speedwatch, sessions have been undertaken, Cllr Pearce, Cllr Davies and a parishioner along with Amy Turton the Speedwatch manager, have carried out sessions, there is now an alternative site at the bus stop, on the last session 6 vehicles were speeding out of 162. Thank you all.
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. The hall has successfully received a grant of £1000 from the Balsdon Trust, this will go to refurbishing the toilets. Sainsbury’s are to supply free trees; these will be incorporated into the plan for the field and suggested to be fenced off.
11. Correspondence i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated. ii. A request has been received to update the North Devon and Local Plan for a Parish Settlement Survey; this will be undertaken.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 21st January 2025    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm 





PLEASE NOTE A WEEK EARLY
…………………………Chairman…………………………Date Forthcoming meeting:

Wednesday 25th February 2026 Parish Council meeting. 
