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BEAFORD PARISH COUNCIL



Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on the 
Wednesday 27th May 2026
Present, Cllr G Underhill Cllr J Davies Cllr R Huxtable Cllr M Ritson Cllr S Berry Cllr R Pearce and Mrs A Snell clerk.
In attendance –
Apologies Cllr Cottle-Hunkin County Cllr R Lock Councillor Cllr Elliott
Cllr Pearce seconded by Cllr Huxtable proposed Cllr Underhill to be re-elected as Chairman; all in favour Cllr Underhill accepted the post. 

Cllr Underhill seconded by Cllr Berry proposed Cllr Huxtable to be elected as Vice Chairman, all in favour, Cllr Huxtable accepted the post.

Parish Hall Representative, Cllr Berry was proposed by Cllr Pearce and seconded by Cllr Underhill, Cllr Berry accepted the post.

Footpath representative Cllr Huxtable was proposed to continue along with Cllr Ritson
Tennis Club representative Cllr Ritson was proposed and accepted the post

Village Warden Cllr Pearce agreed to continue doing an excellent job.

Cllr Davies will be responsible for looking into available grants

Snow Warden no community member has come forward.
Declaration of Interests – Councillors are invited to declare any disclosable pecuniary interest, including the nature and extent of such interests they may have in any items to be 

considered at this meeting, including protocol for audio/visual recordings a meeting. They are also 
reminded to consider whether in the light of recent activities any items within their Register of Interest

should be updated.
Mrs Carolyn Steer sent a letter handing in her resignation from the Council, a thank you will be sent thanking her for all the hard work and dedication she has put into the council during her time in office. TDC will be informed to set the process in motion to find a replacement councillor.
Public Participation 

1.i. The Minutes of the meeting held on 29th April were agreed and signed. 
2. Clerks Report, 
i. Website, progress is being made, a domain name needs to be purchased Ms Blunt asked a council member to purchase this, the amount for this is to be ascertained.
ii. Mrs Angela Snell resigned as clerk, she will continue until July, in the hope a successor can be found in that time, adverts are to be put on the DALC and TDC website along with the notice board. 
Ii .The Wicksteed inspection has been carried out work needs to be undertaken on the swings as posts need to be replaced, the quote was for £132.00 plus VAT, this is to be undertaken, also quotes are to be sought for replacing some of the swings to include a disabled swing. 
The swings at present are cordoned off. Councillor agreed to meet next Wednesday to replace the posts and erect the notice board. 
3.  Chairman’s Report i. The Village Green, the play equipment, the top of the bird’s nest needs attention, TK Play are to be contacted for a quote. This is to be undertaken. The seat is to be put in situ in due course with the others inspected to see if they need attention.
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The DCC website is devon.cc/report-it       PLEASE REPORT or ring 0345 1004 115                    4. Highway Issues, i. public footpaths, please keep reporting. 
The footpath along from St Georges Lane towards Brealey’s one of the posts near Brealey’s is swinging and the gate is against the hedge. The path by the river is almost impassable due to the growth of vegetation this also needs to be looked at, these will be reported.
ii. The reflective bollards at the garage end of the village have lost their reflective ability, DCC have been contacted but they have not been replaced as yet, despite saying the job has been completed. This is still the case, but the safety rail outside the school has been replaced.

iii. There was a report of a large tailer that has been parked at the end of Coombe Lane for some time it is causing an obstruction when exiting the lane onto the main road, this will be reported. A parishioner has also sent an email regarding this an update will be sought from Mark James. 

iv. Another email has been received regarding the silage tractors and trailers that are going through the village the email highlighted the speed at which they are travelling, a reply highlighting all the council do to try and reduce speed in the village is to be sent. 
iv. Request for a mirror to be placed in the hedge opposite Park View, a site meeting was carried out problems were raised as in securing a post at the site and the obstacle it will cause when the hedge is trimmed, it was agreed to ask Mark James at Highways for his opinion.
5. County and District Councillors items.  Cllr Cottle-Hunkin  
Cllr Lock reported that it is hoped the Local Government Review will give a result by the 16th July. There is all change regarding the planning policy, planning committee is changing with fewer applications coming to committee, even the major ones. Regarding the Towell application all parties have signed the S106.
6. Tennis Court, a further email has been received from Mr Hartford outlining the actual area to be transferred to the PC it is only the area under the tennis court, not the surrounding area which he would like to sell, this surrounding area is maintained by the Parish Council by cutting the grass etc. TDC solicitor were contacted for advice if an accident was to occur on the area, TDC were not conclusive in their response. The hall committee have been informed of the potential sale of this area; the first reaction was that they would be interested. Mr Hartford will have to be asked how much he wants for the area; rights of way will have to be agreed. In his email Mr Hartford mentioned the £800 that was transferred to the tennis club when the proposal was first aired, this did not come to the Parish Council but directly to the tennis club, the tennis club owns the surface of the tennis court. After discussion highlighting cost, the fact that the PC has to do all the pursuing, the length of time this has been going on, it was agreed at present to leave the proceedings as they are. 
7. Finance, 
Approve and sign the following cheques: - , 









	656
	Beaford Village Hall
	£15.00

	659
	Wicksteed
	£180.00

	660
	Community First
	£337.64


i. It was agreed to accept the three-year term for the insurance at £337.64

8.i.  Planning 




  
P C recommendations   
TDC          
	1/0279/2020/OUT
	Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 18 dwellings (affecting a public right of way) Land at Towell Lane 
	 S106 has been agreed and signed

	E/22/0094/UMOB
	Appeal Reference: APP/W1145/C/24/3355062 Towel Farm
	

	1/0895/2025/FUL
	Erection of agricultural workers dwelling and associated works, grid reference 254241 116529 Beaford
	

	1/0301/2026/FUL
	Proposed front extension to allow a disabled access

(affecting public right of way) Lower Upcott, Beaford
	454

	1/0298/2026/LBC
	Regularisation of replacement corrugated iron roof, replacement of concrete blockwork infill panel with double timber plank doors, reconstruction of rear chimney stack and insertion of loft access staircase Globe Inn, Beaford
	


i. Update on Towell Lane. Cllr Lock said the S106 has been signed.
9. Speedwatch, sessions have started again, this week the session will be carried out at a new site closer to the garage end of the village. 
10. Caretakers Report & Hall report. i. A successful social event was held at the hall on Monday the 25th May. There are open gardens around the village on the 6th and 7th June from 2 to 5.30pm with a cream tea in the Village Hall.
11. Correspondence i. The DALC newsletters have been circulated.
Date of next meeting: Wednesday 24th June 2026    in the Parish Hall 7.30pm
…………………………Chairman…………………………Date 
Forthcoming meeting: Wednesday 29th July 2026 Parish Council meeting. 
