













Speeches at Schools For Future Fundraising Event 19 October 2024
“Accessibility to Schooling for All”


Welcoming Speech
By Tuong Phan, Dr., Prof., Director
Schools For Future 

Good evening, ladies, gentlemen and youths. 

Good evening, honourable guests:

· Hon Tri Vo, MP for Cabramatta, representing Hon Stephen Kamper, MP and Minister for Multiculturalism
· Hon Dr David Saliba, MP for Fairfield
· Councillor Chapel Saliba, Fairfield City, Cabravale Ward, representing Hon Frank Cabone, Mayor of Fairfield City 
· Mr Yutaka Yamada, Chair, Universal Peace Federation, Oceana and Australia

We are humble to hosting many distinguished community leaders and groups. Your support means the world to us, the Schools For Future, and the underprivileged children to whom we endeavour to raise funds for the enhancement of their education, both quality and accessibility to schooling.  We couldn’t not achieve without your financial contribution and the invaluable time and effort of your attendance.  

We gratefully acknowledge the opportunity that the Catholic Care has made available to us, allowing us to give a helping hand to the students in need under its care. Thank you Hanin, the Manager of Family Support In School Program. We are also so happy to welcome Mr Alastair McGibbon, the CEO of the Catholic care.  

With us this evening are our charitable and generous donors and sponsors, thank you. You share our vision and compassion, you believe in our ability to accomplishing our mission. Please accept our appreciation.

Working side by side with us on the preparation for this event have been uncountable volunteers, who put so much of effort, heart and soul into the mission “Accessibility to Schooling for All”.  These include MCs, advisers, collaborators, Viet TV Media, IT and TV expert, photographer, musicians, stage performers and singer. We are forever appreciative of your kind gesture. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the encouragement and logistic input from my friends, my children and specially my grandchildren. I entrust that our current efforts are not for building legacy but for yielding humanity seeds for future generation.

Together, your support, your contribution and your kind regards have made this fundraising evening event possible.

Please enjoy the unique and splendid entertainment from our youthful performers and relish the delicious banquet prepared by the Liberty Palace. 

Enjoy your evening with us.

Speech from Hon Tri Dung Vo, MP for Cabramatta, representing the Minister for Multiculturalism, Hon Stephen Kamper, MP for Rockdale
Good evening everyone, 
Firstly, I would like to Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this Land we are meeting on today. I also pay our respect to the Elders past, present and emerging.
I acknowledge Dr Professor Tuong Phan, Director of the Schools For Future, and all her team of the organising Committee present today.

All distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Minister for Multiculturalism Hon Steve Kamper, I thank the Organising Committee for the invitation to tonight’s Fundraising event titled: “Accessibility to schooling for all”.

Although free Education is something we take for granted in Australia and in NSW, it is something which is still not as accessible for those in remote areas of this country and especially for the underprivileged children in many countries in the world.

I understand that Schools for the Future endeavours to raise funds to support disadvantaged children of the Southwest Sydney area, under the care of the Catholic Care via Family Support in School program.

In most underdeveloped countries, people need physical needs, basic needs and basic educational needs.

In more developed countries like Australia we need emotional, social and cultural needs, and in many ways need self-actualisation.

The thing that has transformed me personally more than anything else is education, and the love of education and of books.

Education has opened my mind, opened the doors of opportunities for me and of those around me. I take this opportunity to thank Australia for accepting me and my family, thank this wonderful State of NSW for giving me free public education, and which has transformed my life and those around me. I am so so grateful. 

I wish everyone a very happy and enjoyable fundraising event tonight, such a meaningful, effective and long-lasting way of contributing back to our society, our country and to our world. 

Thank you for having me.



Speech from the Hon Dr David Saliba, MP for Fairfield: a summary

As discussed, please find below some of the talking points from David's speech for your distribution.

"Every child deserves the best possible education, which includes access to a robust academic curriculum as well as opportunities in sports and other extracurricular activities.

Organisations like “Schools For the Future” help make this a reality, by reducing the inequality of accessibility to schooling, ensuring that all children receive comprehensive educational experiences that foster holistic development.

Thank you, Schools for the Future, for your efforts in making equal education a reality for children in our community." - Dr David Saliba MP, State Member for Fairfield.

Kind regards,

Stephanie

Stephanie Basdekis
Electorate Officer
Office of David Saliba, MP
State Member for Fairfield
55A Smart St, Fairfield, 2165
P. 9726 9323  E. Stephanie.Basdekis@parliament.nsw.gov.au


Speech from Mr. Yutaka Yamada, Chairman of UPF Oceania

“I would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay my respects to Elders past, present, and emerging.

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests

It is a great honor to be here with you today at this meaningful fundraising event. I would like to express my deep gratitude to Dr. Phan and the Schools For Future organization for your efforts in ensuring that all children have access to quality education, no matter their background.

At the Universal Peace Federation, we hold a strong belief that true peace in the world begins in the home. Our founder, Father and Mother Moon said, 
The family is the cornerstone of society, and it is through harmonious and loving families that we can build peaceful communities, nations, and ultimately, a peaceful world. This is what we call the vision of "One Family Under God." By cultivating peace within the family, we are laying the foundation for peace at every level of society.

But where does this future peace start? It begins with our children. When we look into the eyes of a child, we see the future of a nation. The way we raise, educate, and nurture our children will determine the future of our society and the world.  When you see your child, you can see your family future, youth in the society, nation too. What kind of future can you see? Can you find many hope or difficulty?

That is why investing in the education of children is not just a responsibility, it is an investment in the future of humanity. Children are not only the inheritors of the present but also the creators of tomorrow. By providing them with the tools and opportunities to learn and grow, we are giving them the chance to become the leaders, peacemakers, and changemakers of the future. We should give the character education based on True Love along with intellectual education. 

This is why the work of Schools For Future is so vital. Your support today is directly shaping a brighter, more peaceful future for all of us.

In closing, I want to thank everyone here for your dedication to this cause. Let us continue to work together to ensure that every child, no matter their circumstances, has the opportunity to receive the education they deserve. Together, we can build a world where peace is not just a dream, but a reality, starting with the family.

Thank you.




Speech from Councillor Charbel Saliba, representing Mayor of Fairfield City, Hon Franak Cabone
(Separate attachment because can’t copy the PDF format)



Speech from Mr Alastair McGibbon, CEO, Catholic Care
(TBA)
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