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1. Read the following scenarios about a Year 7 student named Alice:
	
Scenario 1 (Recycling bins)
Alice has noticed that her school’s playground only has one recycling bin and that the classrooms only have a general waste bin. She thinks that it’s important to have more recycling bins in the playground and classrooms, to help students sort rubbish and improve recycling habits. She wants to write an email to her school’s principal to share her thoughts with him and suggest the school buys more recycling bins.

She uses Lumen and writes the prompt “Tell me why we need more recycling bins”. However, she is not happy with the response she gets back.

Scenario 2 (Storywriting)
Alice’s brother Bob, who is a Year 5 student, would like to write a short story and has asked Alice for some advice on how to write one. Alice has some advice but decides to use Lumen to get some more ideas to help Bob. 

She uses Lumen and writes the prompt “Tell me how to write a story”. However, she is not happy with the response she gets back.
	
2. Choose one of the scenarios above and write an improved prompt that will help Alice get a better response. You may want to use the STAR (Specific, Tone, Audience and Requirements) format to help you write it.
	Scenario 1 (Recycling):
Situation: I am a Year 7 student who noticed my school does not have enough recycling bins, on the playground and in classrooms. I am writing an email to send to my school's principal to ask them to get more recycling bins, to help improve our school’s recycling habits.

Tone: I want the tone to be respectful, constructive and persuasive.

Audience: The email is for my school’s principal.

Requirements: The email should be short and clear, as the principal is busy and has lots of emails.

Scenario 2 (Storywriting):
Situation: My younger brother has asked for advice on how to write a short story. 

Tone: The tone should be encouraging and enthusiastic. 

Audience: The audience is my brother, who is a Year 5 student in primary school.

Requirements: The advice should be short and simple with some quick tips to get started on story writing.



3. On the Prompt writing activity page on the platform, click the “I’ve completed Step 4” button to reveal the Lumen windows. The Lumen window on the left shows the original prompts that Alice wrote and the right window shows prompts written using the STAR format. 
Compare the two responses and write the differences you notice in the table below. Which prompts do you think resulted in a better response?

	How were the responses for your chosen scenario different?

	Scenario 1 (Recycling):
The response on the right was written in an email format and was more concise than the one on the left.

Scenario 2 (Storywriting):
The one on the right was better for addressing the scenario, as it was an email that Alice could edit and refine to send to her school’s principal.


	Which prompt for the chosen scenario had the better response (left or right)? Why?

	Scenario 1 (Recycling):
The response on the right was simpler and shorter, and had instructions that are easier for Bob to follow. The response on the left was long and too much information to share with Bob.

Scenario 2 (Storywriting):
The one on the right was better for addressing the scenario, as the tips were simpler and would be easier for Alice to share with Bob to help him write a story.




	License Information
These Tech Futures Australia lessons plans, worksheets, and other materials were created by Sarah Boyd and Daniel Hickmott. They are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



image1.png
AU S TR AL




