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[bookmark: _4d7w7ohyyu39]8.02 Worksheet: Predicting the future
	Name:
	

	Class:
	



People have been predicting the future for a long time. Some predictions were surprisingly accurate, while others missed important details or did not happen at all. Here are some predictions made by famous people in the past.

	#
	Old prediction
	When / who

	1
	Photos will be sent instantly across long distances, and printed in colour.
	1900, John Elfreth Watkins Jr.

	2
	People will buy ready-cooked meals instead of cooking everything from scratch.
	1900, Watkins

	3
	Wireless communication will let people see and hear events far away.
	1920s, Nikola Tesla

	4
	Electricity will be sent wirelessly across the world into homes.
	Early 1900s, Tesla

	5
	Satellites could relay communication around the world.
	1945, Arthur C. Clarke

	6
	People will access bank details, theatre bookings, and information through a home computer.
	1974, Arthur C. Clarke

	7
	There will be a global library of information.
	1960s, Arthur C. Clarke

	8
	By 2014, people will use flat wall screens and video calls.
	1964, Isaac Asimov

	9
	Moving sidewalks will be common in cities.
	1964, Isaac Asimov

	10
	Computers will create a 20-hour work week and lots more leisure time.
	1965, TIME-era computer predictions

	11
	Online shopping will become a shopper’s heaven.
	1995, Bill Gates

	12
	The internet would matter, but CD-ROMs and the ‘information highway’ would still be central.
	1990s tech thinking


[bookmark: _6tvzr6rzhq83]Instructions:
1. In teams, choose five predictions from the list provided.
2. For each prediction, decide whether it was a:
· Hit: The prediction mostly came true.
· Near miss: Some parts came true, but other parts were incorrect.
· Flop: The prediction did not come true.
Explain the evidence or reasoning behind each decision.
	Prediction number
	Hit, near miss or flop?
	Evidence and reason

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


[bookmark: _rcus0q3cyhie]Be prepared to share one of your decisions with the class.
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Make your own prediction

3. Imagine what life might be like in the future. As a team, write one prediction. 

	We think …



4. What technology could make your prediction possible?
	







5. What might prevent it from happening?
	







6. How confident are you? 
· Highly confident
· Moderately confident
· Slightly confident
Why did you choose this confidence level?
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