IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR WALTON COUNTY, FLORIDA
 xxxxxxxxxxxx,

			Plaintiff,
						CASE NUMBER:  - CA - 	
v.

 xxxxxxxxxxx,
	
			Defendant.
______________________________/

____________________________________________________________________
CASE MANAGEMENT ORDER

	THIS CAUSE came before the Court on an Initial Case Management Conference, __________202(6). The court finds that this action is properly designated and subject to Rule 1.200, Florida Rules of Civil Procedure. Accordingly, the Court hereby orders as follows: 
I.	Trial Date and Case Management Conferences
[bookmark: _Hlk195111156]            This action is tentatively scheduled for JURY TRIAL beginning on ____________________.  Accordingly, it is, therefore, ORDERED and ADJUDGED that:
	1.     JURY TRIAL.  This action is scheduled for jury trial on ___________________, to commence at 9 o’clock a.m. (central daylight time) in Courtroom B, Third floor of the Walton County Courthouse, DeFuniak Springs, Florida. _______________ days inclusive of jury selection have been reserved. 
[bookmark: _Hlk195102973]	2. DISCOVERY CUTOFF.  All discovery shall be completed no later than                    _________, 2026, (TO BE AGREED BY COUNSEL) except upon order of the court for good cause shown.
	3.  PRETRIAL CONFERENCE.  All counsel and unrepresented parties shall meet in the Judge’s chambers, third floor, Walton County Courthouse, 571 U.S. Highway 90 East, DeFuniak Springs, Florida 32433, on __________________, at (TBD) (Central Daylight Time), for a pre-trial conference pursuant to Florida Rule of Civil Procedure 1.200.  Not less than ten (10) days prior to that date, Attorneys shall have met and agreed to the Exhibit lists of each party, agreed to a complete set of jury instructions to be read to the jury, as well as to a proposed verdict form. THESE AGREED DOCUMENTS SHALL BE FILED NOT LESS THAN TEN (10) DAYS BEFORE the Pre-trial Conference.  The Court will hear objections to any special jury instructions which have not been agreed to by the parties and will hear arguments regarding any exhibits for which there are objections, as well as any other matter for which there is no agreement other than as provided herein.  In addition to the foregoing, the Court will hear arguments on any motions in limine which have not previously been heard.  The Parties shall, however, set any other matters (including, but not limited to, motions for protective order, motions to compel, motions for summary judgment, and Daubert motions) for which a hearing is required on a date prior to PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE DATE, WHERE SUCH HEARING TIME IS SET AND CLEARED WITH ALL PARTIES AND THE COURT.  ALL COUNSEL ARE DIRECTED FOLLOW THE PROVISIONS OF Fla.R.Civ.P. Rule 1.202 “Conferral Prior to Filing Motions” TO MEET AND CONFER PRIOR TO SETTING HEARINGS.  EACH MOTION FOR HEARING EXCEPT AS EXEMPTED FROM RULE 1.202 MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING CERTIFICATION, 
“I certify that prior to filing this motion, I discussed the relief requested in this motion by [method of communication and date] with the opposing party and [the opposing party (agrees or disagrees) on the resolution of all or part of the motion] OR [the opposing party did not respond (describing with particularity all of the efforts undertaken to accomplish dialogue with the opposing party prior to filing the motion)].

FAILURE TO FULLY COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RULE WILL SUBJECT THE PARTY TO SANCTIONS BY THE COURT.

[bookmark: _Hlk195202528]4.  TRIAL EXHIBIT LIST DISCLOSURE.  On or before ____________, 2026, (TO BE AGREED BY COUNSEL) EACH PARTY shall serve on opposing counsel and each unrepresented party and the court an itemized list of all exhibits intended to be offered in evidence at the trial of this cause, with a copy of each such exhibit attached thereto.  If no written objection is served on the counsel/party offering the exhibit within twenty (20) days after such service, then no further objection as to authenticity or genuineness shall be made, except that all objections as to relevancy, materiality or reasonableness shall be reserved until trial.  All exhibits shall be marked by the party serving same (in accordance with this itemized list) with identification numbers or letters.  An index to the exhibits shall be furnished to the Clerk of Court immediately prior to trial and each counsel and each unrepresented party shall notify the court of any requests for special courtroom aids needed in the presentation of evidence. 
[bookmark: _Hlk119395664][bookmark: _Hlk119395774][bookmark: _Hlk195108998]5.  PLAINTIFF’S WITNESS DISCLOSURE AND DAUBERT OBJECTIONS.  On or before ________________, 2026, the Plaintiff shall serve on opposing counsel and each unrepresented party and the Court its list of all fact witnesses expected to be called to testify in person or by deposition at the trial of this cause, as well as any answers to written interrogatories which counsel seeks to introduce into evidence at trial, denoting any expert witness and the area of expertise.  If no written objection to a witness designated as an Expert is served on the counsel or any unrepresented party offering the witnesses within THIRTY (30) days after such written disclosure, then no further objection as to the expert’s qualifications in the area denoted shall be allowed.  Any objection to an expert witness or his or her opinions based upon Daubert, or as to the use of the deposition testimony, shall be set for hearing as provided herein.  However, all objections as to relevancy, materiality or reasonableness shall be reserved until trial.  Objections to Expert witness qualifications based upon Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharm., Inc., 509 U.S. 579, 113 S.Ct. 2786, 125 L.Ed.2d 469 (1993) SHALL BE SET TO BE HEARD NOT LESS THAN FORTY-FIVE (45) DAYS BEFORE THE PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE.
[bookmark: _Hlk85120120]6.   DEFENDANT’S WITNESS DISCLOSURE AND DAUBERT OBJECTIONS. On or before________________, 2026, the Defendant shall serve on opposing counsel, unrepresented parties, and the court a list of all fact witnesses expected to be called to testify in person or by deposition at the trial of this cause, as well as any answers to written interrogatories which counsel desire to introduce in evidence, denoting any expert witness and the area of expertise.  If no written objection to a witness designated as an Expert is served on the counsel or any unrepresented party offering the witnesses within twenty (20) days after such written disclosure, then no further objection as to the expert’s qualifications in the area denoted shall be allowed, except that all objections as to relevancy, materiality or reasonableness shall be reserved until trial.  If no written objection to a witness designated as an Expert is served on the counsel or any unrepresented party offering the witnesses within THIRTY (30) days after such written disclosure, then no further objection as to the expert’s qualifications in the area denoted shall be allowed.  Any objection to an expert witness or his or her opinions based upon Daubert, or as to the use of the deposition testimony, shall be set for hearing as provided herein.  However, all objections as to relevancy, materiality or reasonableness shall be reserved until trial.  Objections to Expert witness qualifications based upon Daubert v. Merrell Dow Pharm., Inc., 509 U.S. 579,113 S.Ct. 2786, 125 L.Ed.2d 469 (1993) SHALL BE SET FOR HEARING NOT LESS THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS BEFORE THE PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE.
[bookmark: _Hlk118996243]7.   FINAL MANDATORY PRETRIAL CONFERENCE.  At the final pre-trial conference on ______________________, commencing at (TBD) CDT, each counsel and each unrepresented party shall serve on opposing counsel and each unrepresented party and the Court a NOTICE OF HEARING for any last-minute matters which were not addressed at the pre-trial conference on ______________________.  Although this is a mandatory conference, any party having a motion or objection which has not been previously heard shall file a notice of hearing no later than close of business on ______________ (Wednesday) stating the motion(s) to be heard.  If none of the parties has any further motion(s) to be heard before jury selection, counsel and any unrepresented party may file a stipulation CERTIFYING there are no further hearings required before jury selection and certifying the parties are ready for jury selection to begin.  The attorneys shall certify they are filing the stipulation in good faith and understand THE COURT WILL NOT ENTERTAIN ANY FURTHER MOTIONS PRIOR TO JURY SELECTION IMPACTING JURY SELECTION OR ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE OR TESTIMONY. 
8. PRETRIAL STIPULATION.  Not less than ten (10) days prior to the pre-trial conference scheduled for _________________, all counsel for the parties, and each unrepresented party shall have met and conferred and SHALL FILE a Pre-trial Stipulation in the form provided by the Court.  The Pre-trial stipulation shall include a short, concise statement of the claims made by the Plaintiff and the defense(s) made by the Defendant.  Additionally, the Pre-Trial Stipulation shall include a list of all facts to which all the parties have agreed and which, therefore, the jury will not be asked to decide.  
Each party seeking to offer testimony from a transcript or recording shall advise opposing counsel and the Court of the pages and lines of the testimony being so offered.  The non-moving party shall note any objections to the testimony to be offered and the basis for the objection (i.e., lack of foundation, relevance, hearsay, speculation, etc.). The non-moving party will indicate any OTHER PORTIONS of the witness’s transcript or recorded testimony it intends to offer with opposing counsel noting any objections with specificity. If a hearing is required, then a Notice of Hearing specifying the remaining motions to be heard shall be filed and forwarded to the Court’s J.A. not less than ten (10) days prior to the pre-trial conference set on __________________.
	9. The purpose of the pre-trial conference will be to resolve all pending motions and objections to evidence or witnesses and to consider and determine:
		a.  The simplification of the issues.
		b.  The necessity or desirability of amendments to the pleadings.
		c.  The possibility of obtaining admissions of fact and agreement on 			evidence that will avoid unnecessary proof.
		d.  The limitation of the number of expert witnesses; and
		e.  Such other matters as may aid in the disposition of this action.
	10.    SETTLEMENT.  If the case settles for any reason or a continuance is requested by any person, party or counsel, the failure to notify this court immediately may result in the imposition of significant monetary sanctions, as there are other cases set the same week and adjustments will need to be made affecting the scheduling of the other cases.
	11.	MEDIATION.  Mediation is to be completed on or before ______________ (DATE TO BE AGREED TO BY ATTORNEYS) and should occur not less than forty-five (45) days before the Pre-trial Conference on __________________.
[bookmark: _Hlk195109627]	12. DISPOSITIVE MOTIONS.  All dispositive motions will be filed by ________________ (DATE TO BE AGREED TO BY ATTORNEYS) and set for hearing before the Court on a date cleared with the Court’s Judicial Assistant and opposing counsel on a date prior to the pretrial conference.
13.	MOTIONS IN LIMINE.  Motions in limine will be heard at or before the pretrial conference.  Parties will specifically designate any portions of depositions to be used at trial as provided by the pre-trial stipulation and objections thereto heard at the pre-trial conference on ___________________________. 
	DONE AND ORDERED in chambers at DeFuniak Springs, Walton County, Florida, this _____ day of _____________.


						___________________________________

						JEFFREY E. LEWIS, CIRCUIT JUDGE











CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

	I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing has been furnished to the following:


Counsel: 



						ALEX ALFORD
						CLERK OF COURT

					 BY:  ________________________
            					 Deputy Clerk
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