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The Salesian Community at Prayer

THE ANGELUS

Leader:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Assembly:
Amen.
L:


The angel of the Lord declared unto Mary. 

A: 


And she conceived by the Holy Spirit.

L:

Hail Mary ...
L:


Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
A:


Be it done unto me according to your word.
L:


Hail Mary ...
L:


And the Word was made flesh.
A:


And dwelt amongst us.
L:


Hail Mary ...
L:


Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
A:


That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

L:


Let us pray.
A: 

Pour forth, we beseech you O Lord, your grace into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the mes​sage of an angel may, by his passion and cross, be brought to the glory of his resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

L:

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
A:

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.

THE REGINA COELI

(During Easter time instead of the Angelus.)

L:

Queen of heaven rejoice, alleluia!
A:

For he whom you did merit to bear, alleluia!
L:

Has risen as he said, alleluia!
A:

Pray for us to God, alleluia!
L:

Rejoice and be glad O Virgin Mary, alleluia!
A:

Because the Lord is truly risen, alleluia!
L:

Let us pray.
A: 
O God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, grant that we may obtain through his Virgin Mother Mary, the joys of everlasting life. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

L:

Glory be....
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MEDITATION

(The community prayer of introduction helps dispose us for prayerful reflection. This introductory moment, as also the conclusion, is especially suited to the de​sire of R 71 that "each local community will devise dif​ferent ways in which this can be done".)

INTRODUCTORY PRAYERS

FORMAT 1
In the name of the Father...

Come Holy Spirit, Creator, come from thy bright heav​enly throne, 
come take possession of our souls and make them all thy own.
Thou who art called the Paraclete, best gift of God above. 
The living spring, the living fire, sweet unction and true love.

Thou who art sevenfold in thy grace, finger of God's right hand; 
His promise, teaching little ones to speak and understand.

O guide our mind with thy blest light, with love our hearts inflame,

and with thy strength which ne'er de​cays confirm our mortal frame.

Far from us drive our deadly foe, true peace unto us bring,

and through all perils lead us safe beneath thy sacred wing.

Through thee may we the Father know, through thee the eternal Son; 

and thee the Spirit of them both, thrice-blessed Three in One.

All glory to the Father be, with his co-equal Son, 
the same to thee great Paraclete, while endless ages run.

L:

Let us pray:

A. 

Almighty God, let the splendour of your glory shine upon us. 


May Christ, who is light from your light, strengthen by the illumination of the Holy Spirit the hearts of those who have been reborn by grace. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
FORMAT 2:

L:

Come, Holy Spirit fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love.  Send forth your spirit and they shall be created.

A:

And you shall renew the face of the earth.

L:


Let us pray:

A: 

O God, you have instructed the hearts of your faithful by the light of the Holy Spirit. Grant that through the same Holy Spirit we may be always truly wise and rejoice in his consolation. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

FORMAT 3:
L:

I call on you with all my heart, Lord, answer me.

A:


I will obey all your commands.

L:

My eyes are awake before the dawn.

A:



I will meditate on your promises (Ps 118, 145, 148)
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CONCLUDING PRAYERS

FORMAT 1

L:
Blessed are those who listen to God’s Word.

A:
And live by it day after day.

L: 
Let us entrust ourselves anew to the Lord and renew our dedication to our mission on behalf of youth.


Let us ask Our Lady for the gift of fidelity.

A: 
Most Holy and Immaculate Virgin, Help of Chris​tians, Mother of the Church, foundress and sup​port of our Congregation, we place ourselves un​der your motherly protection, and faithful to our Salesian vocation, we promise to work always for the greater glory of God and the salvation of souls.


With trust in your intercession we pray for the Church, for our Congregation and the Salesian Family, for the young especially those most in need - and for all redeemed by Christ.


You were Don Bosco's teacher; show us how to imitate his virtues, especially his union with God, his purity, humility and poverty, his love for work and for temperance, his kindness and his wholehearted service of others, his loyalty to the Pope and to the bishops of the Church.


Grant, O Mary Help of Christians, that we may serve God with fidelity and generosity until death. Help us to come at last to the endless joy of life together in our Father's home in heaven. Amen.

L:
Mary, Help of Christians,

A:
Pray for us.

FORMAT 2

L:
Lord, to whom shall we go?
A:
You have the words of eternal life.

L: 
Let us renew our commitment to the Lord, thus calling to mind our father and model, Don Bosco.

A: 
Lord God, Our Father, God of love freely and to​tally given, you have willed to make use of those you have created to carry out your loving plan. Throughout salvation's history, Abraham, Moses, Mary and the Apostles, all Christians, the whole Church, in a free response to your call, have worked with you for the salvation of the world. You called St. John Bosco to give himself completely to the salvation of the young. You have called us also to continue Don Bosco's mis​sion in the Salesian Family. Lord, we thank you for our vocation. Fill us with your Spirit that we may remain faithful to our consecration, so that, freed from selfishness, we can be a living Don Bosco for the youth of our time. Amen.

FORMAT 3

L:

I will run the way of your commands.

A:

You give freedom to my heart.

A: 
God my Father, you consecrated me to yourself on the day of my baptism. In response to the love of the Lord Jesus your Son, who calls me to follow him more closely, and led by the Holy Spirit, who is light and strength, I renew the to​tal offering of myself to you. I pledge myself to devote all my strength to those to whom you will send me, especially to young people who are poorer; to live in the Salesian Society in communion of spirit and action with my brothers and in this way to share in the life and mission of the church. Father, may your grace, the inter​cession of Mary Help of Christians, of St. Joseph, of St. Francis de Sales and of St. John Bosco, together with the assistance of my brother Salesians, keep me faithful day by day. Amen.

FORMAT 4

L.
In the morning let me know your love.

A.
And we shall praise you joyfully all the day.

L.
Lord, we thank you for Don Bosco.

A. 
You have given him to us as our father and teacher. In him we celebrate the wonders of your love; a wonderful blend of nature and grace, and source of a unique way of life, caring for the young.

L.
Mary ever Virgin,

A. 
You always guided Don Bosco and sustained him in his work. We believe that you are present amongst us continuing your mission as Mother of the Church and Help of Christians. We entrust ourselves to you, the humble handmaid in whom the Lord has done great things, that we may become witnesses of Jesus' boundless love for the young. Amen

FORMAT 5
A: 
O Mary Help of Christians, Immaculate Mother of Christ and of the Church, we place ourselves under your motherly protection.


As Mother and Teacher of our Congregation continue to guide us in the ways of Don Bosco and Mary Mazza​rello, that, like them, we may love and serve the young especially those most in need.


Watch over us that we may remain faithful to our vo​cation and bear witness to the Word of God by our lives and our actions.


Be with the young and all the members of the Salesian family that they may be open to the call of God in their lives and respond with courage.

Mary ever Virgin, strengthen us in the difficult moments that we may serve God with fidelity and generosity, now and forever. Amen.

LECTIO DIVINA

‘With the Sacred Scripture daily in hand, we welcome the Word as Mary did and ponder it in our heart, so that it will bear fruit and we may proclaim it with zeal’ (Constitution 87).
‘The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart’ (Hebrew 4:12).

Four Movements

1. Listening to God’s call awakening the divine in us

2. Welcoming and Savouring the Text by engaging all the senses

3. Hearing the Spirit summoning the true self now

4. The Gift of resting in stillness and silence

A Process

1. Preparation

Making oneself aware of God’s presence (a word, a prayer, a song, silence)

2. Listening: First Proclamation of the Word (Reading)

3. Savouring the Word

Brief personal silent reflection

Shared reflection (a word, a sentence, a comment, a prayer)

Silence

4. Reflecting: The Challenge of the Word (personal silent reflection) 

What does the text tell me?

· about God who speaks to me
· about myself who have just been addressed by the Word

· about my relationship with God

· about what I need to do to transform my faith life

5. Slowing and Stillness

6. Second Proclamation of the Word (Reading)

7. Concluding Prayer / Thanksgiving 

SPIRITUAL READING

INTRODUCTION
Prayer to the Holy Spirit (Cf Meditation) 
Reading...

Examination of Conscience.

CONCLUDING PRAYERS
FORMAT 1

The community gathers for Evening Prayer (Vespers). After the prayers of intercession, and before the Our Father, insert the necrology and the prayer for our de​ceased confreres. After Vespers some opportunity for reading is given, but such that it does not appear to be an irrelevant appendix. It is appropriate, if this is the last gathering of the community for the day, to con​clude with the traditional Good Night (Reg. 48).
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FORMAT 2
L: 
Let us pray to God Our Father, who in his love assures us that he will hear our prayers. 

A:
You have given us Don Bosco as our father and teacher.  Grant us the grace to be like him the signs and bearers of your love to the young,

L:

May your grace make our apostolate fruitful.

A:

Help us to imitate the zeal and loving kind​ness of St. Francis de Sales.

L:
Let us pray for vocations to the Salesian Congregation.

A:
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, guide into the Salesian Congregation many good and zealous apostles and help them to persevere in their vocation.

L:
Comfort our brothers who are suffering, especially those suffering for the faith.

A:
Free them from all their pains and sorrows.

L:

Let us remember our departed brothers and sisters.

A:
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.  And may the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.

L: 
O Lord, you have called us to follow you more closely and to cooperate with you in the salvation of youth. Grant us the grace to be faithful to our consecration and mission up to the end of our life. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

L:

Mary Help of Christians
A:

Pray for us.

PRAYERS FOR VARIOUS ACTIVITIES

AT THE BEGINNING
· Inspire and accompany all that we do, O Lord, with your love, so that every prayer and action may begin with you and through you be likewise ended.  Through Christ Our Lord.  Amen.

· All powerful and eternal God, guide all our ac​tions according to your will, so that In the name of your beloved Son, we may bear the plentiful fruit of our good works. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

· O God, you have created us in a marvellous way, and called us to share in your life. Help us not to hide the talents you have given us, but may they instead bear much fruit on behalf of our brothers and sisters. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

· O God our Father, in Jesus you gave us the model and source of our pastoral charity. Through the grace of your Spirit may the values of the gospel enliven us and motivate our apos​tolic action. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

· O Lord you call us to constantly seek the truth; purify our hearts so that in our work and study we will not seek simply to satisfy ourselves. May we always seek true wisdom and the opportu​nity to offer this to those around us. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

· God our Father, you are the owner of the vine​yard and assign to each of us both work and rec​ompense. Help us to carry out the work of each day and to accept your will with serenity. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

· O Lord, you give light to all things. May your light shine on us today so that our thoughts will always be illuminated by your wisdom and may our love freely and readily be given to all. Through Christ our Lord. 
AT THE CONCLUSION

· For all your benefits we give you thanks al​mighty God, who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

· O God Our Father, everything we have is a gift of your goodness: we thank you for the joy of be​ing your children. Open our hearts to welcome your salvation and to glorify you in our lives. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

· We give you thanks O Lord for having called us and consecrated us through the gift of your Spirit, and for having sent us to bring the Gospel to the young. Make each day one single move​ment of love in seeking your glory and for the salvation of all. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

· O God our Father we adore you with filial grati​tude because your Paraclete, the Spirit of the Lord, accompanies us with the grace of conse​cration. May we daily live out the fullness of this gift. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

· We thank you Father for having filled the heart of Don Bosco with such love for the young. En​rich the heart of every Salesian with this same gift of goodness and help us discover in all young people the presence of Jesus so that, like Don Bosco, we may be ready to give them our time, our talents, even our whole life.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
PRAYERS FOR VOCATIONS
Format 1

L:
Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who is always mindful of your Church. Watch over those who are baptised in your name. Grant peace and harmony to us.
A: 
Help all young people to know their vocation in life and assist them to prepare for it. For your greater glory and for the service of the Church and all your people, call many to be priests and religious. Give those you call the grace to respond generously and to persevere faithfully.


We ask this through Christ our Lord.

L:
St Francis de Sales,

A:
Pray for us.

Format 2
A:
Heavenly Father, in your loving design for all people, 


you sent your only Son on earth to die on the cross 


for every man and woman.


During his life on earth, your Divine Son gathered to 


himself disciples who were sent out to bring the 


Good News to all people.


We pray that you will touch the hearts of young men


and women to follow you an so continue the salvation 


of the world. 


We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen

L:
St Dominic Savio,
A:
Pray for us.
MISSION PRAYER
God our Father, we give You thanks

because You entrusted the Gospel of Chris to Your Church,

because You aroused a missionary passion

in Don Bosco’s heart,

because You have called thousands of Salesians

to bring Your Gospel to the whole world,

because today too You are  helping Don Bosco’s sons
to welcome the call to be missionaries.

Lord Jesus, help us

to go out of ourselves daily,

and not be closed in on here we are,

to arouse zeal for the mission in the hearts 

of all members of the Salesian Family,

to courageously respond to the missionary call,

to set up mission groups among youngsters

in all Salesian works.

Holy Spirit, help

All disciples of Jesus in their witness and evangelisation,

All Salesian missionaries in difficulty and crisis,

All of us, so that with Don Bosco’s apostolic heart,

We can extend God’s Kingdom to the ends of the earth.

Amen. 
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PRAYER TO MARY WHO IS OUR MODEL 
OF A RADICAL GOSPEL APPROACH
Blessed are you Mary, the Woman who listened,

Because you lived in the search for God's will for you.

And when His plan for you was revealed

you had the courage to accept it,

abandoning your own life project to make  the Lord's your own.

Mother of believers,

teach us to listen to God and to make His will our own,

so that He may realise his plan for the salvation of the young!

Blessed are you Mary, Mother of the new community,
who at the foot of the Cross welcomed

as your son the beloved disciple of Jesus

and helped in the birth of the Church, the new Body of your Son,

a mystical reality of brothers and sisters united by faith and love.

You accompanied the life and prayer of the Apostles,

calling down the  outpouring  of the Spirit of the Risen One in the Upper Room.

Mother of the brothers and sisters of your Son,
teach us how to build communities which are of one heart and soul.

Let our communion, our fraternity and our joy

be a living testimony to the beauty of faith and of our Salesian vocation.

Blessed are you Mary, Handmaid of the poor,
because you promptly set out along the way

to serve a mother in need and you were there at Cana,

sharing the joys and sorrows of a newly married couple.

You did not look to your own needs, but to theirs,

and you pointed out your Son, Jesus,

as the Lord who could give to the human race

the new wine of peace and joy in the Spirit.

Mother of servants, teach us to go out of ourselves,

to go and meet our neighbours, so that while we respond to their needs,

we may offer them Jesus, God's gift, the most precious gift!

Amen.

THE SALESIAN FAMILY CREED
I believe in God, the Father, 

who is the beginning of our life,

who invites us each day to be mothers and fathers of the young

and attentive and loving guardians of creation.

I believe in Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 

whom I encounter in poor and needy youth

and who calls me to live the joy of the Gospel and apostolic charity

in our mission of education.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

breath of life and love, present in every person

who renews in me perennially the enthusiasm

to serve and to love everyone without exception.

I believe in the Church, the Communion of God’s children 
who recognise themselves as brothers and sisters

and who announce the Good News and give witness to 
the Risen One, beginning with the least.

I believe in a world where all of us together are able to build peace

through dialogue, forgiveness, and communion

under the guiding influence of Mary, our Mother and Teacher.

I believe in the family, the cradle of life and of love,

the privileged place of our prayer, faith and commitment

to give joyful witness where we live. 

I believe in children and the young,

the reflection of God’s goodness and tenderness,
gift to be welcomed and accompanied on the path of sanctity
as credible witness who live their vocation with and educative passion.

I believe in the Salesian Family
which, docile to the Holy Spirit

in the unity ad diversity of its vocations, 

is formed, thinks, works, and prays together

for the salvation of the young. 

ANNIVERSARIES OF SALESIANS WHO HAVE WORKED IN THE PROVINCE
January

1     Fr John O’Day

1979

6     Fr Julius Chiste

1996

8     Fr Ian Murdoch

2009

14   Fr Thomas Collinson
1983

15   Fr Oreste Trinchieri 
1936

31   Br William Naylon

1990

February

4     Fr Louis Liberati 

1984

5     Fr John Ryan


1967

9     Fr Alan McDonald

2011

10   Fr Bernard Paplin

1978

12   Fr Liuigi Di Fiore

1989

19   Fr Severino Masserini
2000

23   Br Ludwig Amman

1987

24   Fr Leo Heriot


2012

26   Fr Aeneas Tozzi 

1958

March

4     Fr Dennis Handley

2004

5     Fr Matthias Mo 

2014

6     Fr Ray Cau 


2003

19   Fr Adrian Papworth
1994

23   Fr Bortolo Fedrigotti
1964

24   Fr Peter Gullino

1957

26   Fr Ambrose Rossi 

1964

26   Br Maurice Nicholson 
2006

April

12   Br Francis Beyer

1968

13   Br Peter Swain 

2007

20   Fr Kevin O’Leary 

2007

23   Br Paul Hannabery

1984

27  Fr Emmanuel Stettmayer 1988

May

6     Fr William Fleming 

1986

9     Fr Joseph Scanagatta
2005

15   Fr James Carroll

2010

21   Fr John Livesey

1989

28   Br James Hamilton

2007

29   Fr Emmanuel Manassero 1946

June

4     Fr Frederick White

1976

5     Fr Joseph Lattuca

1991

5     Fr William Ainsworth
2005

6     Fr William Edwards 
2010

July

3     Fr Michael Fitzgibbon
1948

6     Br Victor McGreevy
1960

8     Fr Joseph Della Torre
1987

10   Fr Wallace Cornell

1986

10   Br Reginald Newport
1998

16   Fr Vladimir Ondrasek
1977

16   Fr Gerard Remie

1999

18   Br Celestine Acerni

1980

18   Fr Adrian Wenting

1999

26   Fr Denis Halliday 

1997

28   Fr Thomas D’Souza

2008

31   Fr John Biloni 

1946
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August

2     Fr James Brawley 

2003

3     Fr John Cerutti

1965

5     Fr Joseph Costanzo

1982

7     Fr Alphonz Silhar

1982

9     Fr John Siara 


1937

15   Br Sebastian Durando
1994

16   Fr Patrick O’Grady

1943

21   Fr Paul Zolin 


1963

25   Fr Alvin Fedrigotti

1986

30   Fr Daniel O’Sullivan
2014

31   Br Robert Verona

1957

September

1     Fr Joseph Dunne

1956

2     Br Emmanuel Gomez
1969

9     Fr Edward Cooper

2013

10   Fr William Cole

1975

10   Fr Joseph Krasocki

1978

11   Fr Alfred Cogliandro 
1992

12   Fr Francis Drohan

2010

17   Fr William Grant

1963

24   Fr Terrence Jennings
2001

30   Fr John Setaro 

1933

October

1     Br Robert Angus

1971

7     Fr John Neale

1972

14   Br Herbert Schutz

2002

18   Br Joseph Seufzger

1973

21   Fr Stanley Tyson

1984

26   Br John Larkins

2001

31   Fr Michael Maiocco 
1984

31   Fr Michael Swan

1984

November

3     Fr Tibor Strnisko

1986

4     Br Reginald Hamilton
1999

7     Fr Joseph Lowe

1997

9     Br Peter Dezani

2000

15   Fr John Giorgio

2003

18   Fr Malachy Curran

1967

21   Fr Sebastian Zingali   
2007

22   Br Thomas Supple

1964

25   Fr Edward Power

1982

25   Fr Thaddeus Murray
2001

27   Fr Ermino Rossetti 

1971

December 

2     Fr John Rutkowski

1973

6     Fr Patrick Laws

2000

9     Fr Kevin O’Mara

1989

9     Fr Peter Tsang

2010

12   Br Laurence Sweeney
2002

14   Fr Joseph Downey

1997

20   Fr Edward Murphy 
2000

23   Br John Ledda

1971

23   Fr Alfred Schupp

1987

25   Fr Hans Dopheide 

2011

26   Fr Joseph Colussi

1978

28   Bishop Ernest Coppo
1948

28   Fr Joseph Ciantar

1967

30   Br Henry van der Laan
2012

31   Fr Emilio Dabove

1981
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Salesians of Don Bosco

Australia-Pacific Province of Mary Help of Christians

2015
Eternal rest grant


unto them O Lord,


and may perpetual light shine upon them.


May they rest in peace.








